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F all Controverſies, I little 
thought of ever being engaged 

5 in This: Books again 5 
— — ſeemng to be as little wanted, 
as upon any Subject whatſoever. But 


I was, in a manner, challenged into it; 
by ttoubleſom Viſits from ſome of / the. 
Popiſh Party, and Propoſals of Perſonal 
Conferences with. their us + — 
putes by Word of Mouth, I akways de- 
chmed ; and always will. I never knew 
any. Good come of them; Much Harm, I 
am ſure, may; and, I believe, often does: 
Much empty Wrangling at the Time. of 
the Debate; and much Miſr and 
Miſrepreſentat on, aſter it. a 
choſe V. riting, rather than Talking; and 
told them 1 would be ready to anſwer | 
them in T hat Way, let them begin as ſoon 
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They þ bleaſed d. But hearing nothing from | 


them, and, moreover, taking Notice 
ſeveral. 4 erſons, Wit hin He Compaſs. 0 4 3 
my. own Acquaintance, proſelyted to the 
Church of, Rome, in the 7 5 of. a 
i Weeks 33 reſolved, that, fence I did b 
| bear from Them, They Gould ar from 
| Me; and ſo drew up T bis Summary of 
the whole Controverſy; which, I 55 
will be not altogether e ful to WE 
\World.: 
The. Method, and Manger. of oY 7 
think, are New: And ſo, perhaps, 18 ' is 
Brevity; confedering how great à Variety 
Matter it contains. If ſo Much' can 
"crouded into ſo narrow a Compafs, 
. -vithout loſing any thin is Strength, 
| D e H ine, 30 % 
the greater Benefit io the' Reader. But 
There is the Difficulty: 2 it or 
fo Here, or not, Pp bs Or 
* 70 the n 
775 N who wand me wah 0 REY: 
8 s upon T his Subjet?, will, I doubt 
; 10 wy ac to "ſa, ere is not All — 
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was preac bed. But I gie; em Fe 
is ſomerobat more than was Pyr 
As- far the kitthe Room it ele. 7 — 
Writing, aud Printing,” compared with 
the Time of Speaking; They cam kr 
tf ized at it, than I am: YH 

ly ſo. often a to another” ſmall 
Work my Own, may 1505 need "fore 
foley. Tis not, 7a re my "Reader, 
mow the * of any be Opinion 1 


e urely” to avoid” 
bat * already; 4 Libe * 'of 
4 miſtake not, F Mri ters. 
dave no more'to add. hun that I babe 
75 my Endeavour ; 2 Go 850% 
ug t to ".. 1077. 00 is la Ve 
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IINCE ilk, ry The as, 
8 the Printi of the who we. 


I| _ © poſſible; chat is, As ſoon as my Other 


POSTSCRIPT. 


Neligion, &c. An „i. e. London 
Primed for R. C. and C. F. 1725. As 
there are many Things in it directly con- 
_ «tradiftory to What I have here advanced; 
I think myſelf under a Kind of Obliga- 
tion to beſtow ſome Strictures upon it. 
had Thoughts of doing it by Way of 
Poſtſcript, Or Appendix to Thele Diſ- 
courſes: But conſidering that publick Ad- 
vertiſement has been given of their ſpeedy 
Publication, which ſuch an Addition 
would ys mk ſhall deſer it 
to anot nity: Only giving This 
Notice, r all be Ay hay 4 as 


neceſſary Buſineſs will permit. The 
Work, I hear, is boaſted of by the Party 
as Unanſwerable : I believe, I ſhall at 
| leaſt ſhew the Contrary to T hat; tho I 
| hope it will be more fully anſwer d by One 
| 3 of more Leiſure, and greater Abilities. 


* vaſe 90 AcrTs ni Me bar \ 4" 
But this I confeſs umo thee, —— after | 
the Way which T he all Here, 'fo 
worſhip I the God of my Fathers; l. 
lie ving all Things that are chritten in 
"the be Lon, and the Prophets, WOILY 
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Bu 5 T confeſs unto thee ; That after _ 
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in the Law, and the met ads: + 
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without any farther Preface, ſhall) make 
it the Buſineſs of This, and ſome Other 

Diſcourſes, to lay open, and expoſe.” | 

And for This we have more than ſuffi- 

dient Reaſon in Theſe Times; when the 

gradual Encroachments of Popery are very 

great; as We of the Clergy, by Experience, 

and to our no ſmall Trouble, find them 

to be: "Thoſe Wolves in Sheeps Clothing, 

the Emiſſaries of Rome, having, of late, 

been more than ordinarily buſy, and ſuc- 

"ceſsful. Thanks to the worthy Labours 

of Some among Us Proteſtants | Who, 

While they pretend an uncommon 

Zeal againſt Popery, at the ſame Time 

accuſing its greateſt Enemies of being its 

Friends; are, in Truth, next to the Pa- 

pes themſelves, the chief Promoters of it: 

y their looſe Notions concerning Church- 

Authority, the Myſteries of Chriſtianity, 

| and the like; in ſhort, by the Propagation 
of Latitudinarian, Heatheniſh, enen 
- Atheiſtzcal Principles. From Theſe the 
Papiſts will be ſure to find their Account; 
and actually do ſo. The unjuſtifiable 
Corruptions among Us, being (to, their 
poder f exceeding 


part I.  Tntroduttion. | 


Cover to Theirs. Fer though chere be no 
Foundation for This in Reaſon,” Vet (the 
Generulity of the World being i ignorant, 
injudicious „and dep Trav d) it has too much 
Succeſs in Ful. ek (ay they) vou 
haye ſo many Diſputes among yourſelves, 
and cannot agree about CHurt Author 3 
whither ſhould you recur, but to an 21. 
lible Judge? Vou "thoroug h Proteſtants, 
you ſee, er ſuch Doctrine as 

the very Being of any Church upon Earth. 
You ſee too, * Hocinianiſin, Arianiſm, 
Dae, and Aibeifſmn ate ee 1 — 
for among Vou; nn are not 

as named in the Buly Catholic Church * 
Rome. How, therefore, can you be ſafe,” 
but in the Boſom of That Church? The! 
LWeakneſs and Fallacy of Theſe, and ſuch 
„like Arguments, I Nall ſhew in the Cloſe 
of Theſe Diſcourſes ; as I have X elſewhere: 
ſhewn 1505 extreme der and Mags 


ee CEE 


9 


* 
— 


* 8 | fT *o A 
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Want of Principles in Religion. Both Volumes, 
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excceding Comfort) a moſt convenient 


4 Introduftion. Path 
edneſs of thoſe Infidel Nations now men- 
tioned, of which the Pa piſts take Io much 
Advantage. Againſt 7 bem. only obſerve 
a poſes chr, be chle Things 6 they 
it is much hetter for 9 be 
Allowed the Uſe of. their Reaſon, 
ſome may be lo fooliſh, 
to abuſe and pervert. it t9 Hereſy, Infide- 
lity, and.Acheiſm itſelf (Which They rault, 
one Day ſeverely. anſwer, for) than that it 
ſhould — extinguifh d or. blinded in Au; 
and ſo no rational, i. e. en Nen £ 
be left in Any. * f 
However, it is our „ Bury to guard 
againſt all falſe and Fug) gerous Tenets; be 
the Occaſion of their Ri, or Increaſe, 
what it will. For the Uſe and Benefit, 
therefore, of Thoſe who have not Time, 
ot other Abilities, to read; large Volumes, 
Lihall reduce This Controverſy into a nar- 
row Compaſs; and briey conſider it in 
all its Parts: All, I mean, which are-of 
any Moment or Conſequence. 6 it 

But, in order to our more clear Pro- 
ceeding ; ir will be neceſſary firſt to ſtate, 
and define, what AY is, or what we 
mean 
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and impieus, a5 


— ki What Popery i. 5 
by That Werd: It heing the uſual 
| Way. { —_—_ Seite; and Spreaders of falſe: 
Opinions, ſometimes to and mam 
X tam ſuch, or ſuch Doctrines ; and at other 
times, to deny, that they -bold! amy”: fuck 
Doctrines. And: None bave made more 
U of chis Frick, — * N 
ou accuſe us ſalſely ( the, w 
their; Turn is. beſt Gaza by it) ay: Prin- 
ciples and Practices to quy-Changs, which 
We difavow; and ſo at onda 
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Us, 
and deceive Yourſelves, b —_ + wap 
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Phantoms of your on 
Inſtance, when the 
make Proſelytes, 
Worſhip,” Relique-Worſhip, and 15 
and can by no means. be reconciled..tg 
ſuch Kinds — Adoration; This (chey ſay) 
RR 7 do not wor- 
. not they : do ſames 
ting, indeed, which, gives Gen te this 
Report; ſomething which is miſrepreſented 
to their Diſadvantage; bur do not properly 
worſhip them. Whereas ereas the Cound of 
Trent, and particularly. che Creed, of, Pope 
Pius IV. (GY contains the n | 
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6 | What Popery IS. | Part I. 
of its Doctrine) ſays, in as expreſs Words 
as can be utter d, That Relicks and Images 


are to be X venerated: And tis notoridus 


to the whole World, that in Their Church 
they actually are ſo; and That in the ſtri- 
feſt and moſt proper Senſe, with Religious 
orſhip and Veneration, as far as they 
are capable of being worſhipped. 4 
To obviate all This therefore, and to 
revent Cavilling; by Popery we mean, 
Thoſe Doctrines and Pradticesof the Papiſts, 
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| * Similiter & Santos uma _cum Chriſto inan 
tes, veneranios, atque muocanaos eſſe ;/ eoſqut Ora- 
tiones Deo pro nolus oſferre; at que curum rliqus 
eſſe venerandas. i. e. LI do hold). likewilez.that 
the Saints, reigning together with Chriſt, are to be 
worſhipped and prayed to; and that they offer 
Prayers to God for us; and that their Relicks are 
to be venerated. Firmiſimne aſſero imagines Chri- 
i ac Deiparæ ſemper. Virgins, nec non aliorum 
Sanctorum, habendas, & retinendas eſſe; atque 


ets debitum honorem ac venerationem impertiendam. 
i. e. I do moſt firmly aſſert, That the Images of 
Chriſt, and of che "ever Virgin Math& of God, 
and of the other Saints, ought to be had and re- 
tained; and that due Honour and Veneration 
ought to be given them. Pope Pius J Creed. 


Artic. 20, 21. 2 2 Ane 4 : ') * =» 
10 which 


| q we differ from Them: (Thoſe in which we 


part IJ. Mat Popery b. W 
Which We ſay are corrupt, and in which 


agree with them, are well known, and 
need not be mentioned: ) And Theſe we 


ſhew to be maintained by them, partly from 
che Council of Trent, and Pope Piuss 
Creed aforeſaid; partly from their Miſlals, 
Rituals, Liturgies, the Writings of their moſt 
eminent Divines, and their conſtant Practices, 
publick and notorious to all Mankind. 
In the former, we have their Seven Sacra- 
ments; Tranſubſtantiation, and the propi- 
tiatory Sacrifice of the Maſs; Communion 
in one Kind; Purgatory; Worſhipping of 
Images ; Indulgences ; The Doctrine of 
the Pope's Supremacy, and of Rome 's be- 
ing the Mother and Miſtreſs of all Churches. 
All Theſe Points are ſworn to by every 
Eccleſiaſtic of That Church, and made 
neceſſary to Salvation. Whereas we ſhall 
prove, That they are ſo far from being 
neceſlary, that they are every one of them 
falſe, and moſt. of them damnable. In the 
latter, we have Prayers in an unknown 
Tongue; Locking up the Scriptures in an 
unknown Tong, por > omg: their 
. a People 


at Popery ws. Part I. 
People tlie Uſe of them; Their ſenſeleſs 
Topperies and Superſtitions ; Their e 
Vegends, und ſpurious Miracles; by all | 
which, they have expoſed Chriſtianity to 
the deorn and Deriſion of Furs, Pagans, 
and Acheiſis; Canonizations of pretended 
Saints, many of whom, were very wicket 
Men, and '6thers never in Being; Their 
innumerable, uncommanded, bodily Exer- 
eiſes and Nuſterities, Whippings, Pilgri- 
mages, c. and Mill worſbip of all Kinds; 
The inrolerable Number of their Ceremo—- 
Their auricular Confeſſion, and Opus 
Sem: In thort, their making Reli- 
gion 'all-Oatfide, deſtroying inward Piety, 
and openly tolerating the groſſeſt Immo- 
ralities. This is What we mean by Po- 
pery, or the Religion of Papiſts: And 1 
ſhall prove that it is, from the Beginning 
to the End, nothing but one entire Con- 
tracliction to the Chriſtian Religion; a 
Contradiction to it, and a moſt eful 
and dereftabte Adulteration of it. That 
We are neither Hereticks, nor Schifinatitks 
bar They ate Both: That; though we ſhal 
not (as they do us) fend them to Hell 
9 90% ä | | directly, 


8 


mies; 


Part I. The Method Propoſed. 9 
directly, and deny rhe Poſſibility of Sal- 
vation to every one of Their Communion; 
yet We are the true Chriſtians (I mean in 
Profeſſion, would to God we were all fo 
in Practice l) that We are in the plain, ſafe 
Way; and that They, without the ex- 
tremeſt Petil of their Souls, cannot con- 
tinue in Theirs. W. llt 
All This, I fay, I ſhall briefly prove. 
But, before I do ſo, it- will bemeceſſary to 
examine their general Doctrines; which are 
the Outworks to their Others, and in which 
they place their main Strength. I mean, 
their Doctrines concerning the Authority of 
the Church, and the Nullity of private 
Judgment; concerning Catholiciſm, 
and the Unity of the Church; The Rule 
of Faith, Scripture, and Tradition; The 
Indefectibility of the Church ; The pretend- 
ed Non-Exiſtence of our Religion before 
Luther; And our Want of Authority to 


make a Reformation. I ſhall therefore, 
| * Hint, Give an Anſwer to Theſe general 


Doctrines. 
, O Secondly, 
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diſtinct Examination, they entrench them- iſ 


io The Method Propoſed. Part I. 
Secondly, Shew the Corruption of their 
particular ones, and of their Practices 
above-recited. 2 1 
| Thirdly, Add fuch promiſcuous Ob- 
ſervations, Rules, and Directions, as from i 


the Whole ſhall ſeem proper. 


4 i 5 1 
For the Firſt, though This may ſeem | 
to be preparatory and preliminary only; 1 


yet it is, in Truth, the main Point of alt: 
And muſt be chiefly, and moſt largely, 
inſiſted upon. For, being conſcious that 
their particular Doctrines will not bear a 


ſelves in thele general ones; endeavouring, 
from them, to confound the Underſtandings 
of Mankind with ſuch Sophiſtry, as was 
never impoſed upon the World by any 
but Themſelves. They know, That the 
Worſhip of Images, T ranſubſtantiation, 
Oc. will not eaſily paſs; if fairly canvaſſed, 
and minutely conſidered, according to 
Reaſon and Scripture: But if they can 
perſuade us (as they labour to do) that 
our Reaſon is good for nothing, and the 
Scripture for lee, or nothing; that Their 

| Church 


I. ¶ part I. Chureh- Authority, &. 11 
r Church is che only Church; that it is in- 
es fallible, and muſt be implicitly believed 
hatever it ſays; if, I ſay, they can per- 
ſuade us of all this, they may afterwards 
n certainly perſuade us of any thing. I pro- 
ceed, therefore, and begin with, | 


I. Church- Authority, and Private 
Hyudgment. To tell us, We mult not 
: nudge for Ourſelves, is to tell us, We 
muſt not ſe our Reaſon ; which is the 
W higheſt of Abſurdities. For, either there 
Wis a Reaſon given us for This very Aſſer- 
tion; or there is not. If there is not; We 
have nothing to incline our Aſſent, 
and conſequently the Aſſent is irrational. 
lf there is, and we are convinced by it; 


chen, by aſſenting to This very Propoſition, 
nc chat we muſt not uſe our Reaſon, we 
n, actually do uſe our Reaſon ; and fo the 
d, ¶ Argument deſtroys itſelf. If they anſwer, 


We may, indeed, and mult, ſo far judge 
for ourſelves, as to be ſatisfied that we 
muſt not judge for ourſelves againſt the 
Determinations of the Church, whatever 
they be; and no farther; I mean, as to 

* C 2 | theſe 
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12 Church- Authority; and Part I. 
theſe Matters: Reaſon will be apt to make 
a little more Uſe of itſelf, and ask, Wh 
ſo? For if theſe Determinations be mani» 
feſtly contrary to Reaſon, and yet required 
to be believed, upon any Authority what- i 
ſoever ; This is f#/{ denying us the Uſe of I 
our Reaſon : So the above-mentioned Ab- 
ſurdity recurs, and We are juſt where | 
we were before. But the Church, it will 
be urged, is a better Judge than any 
rivate Perſon : We grant it, ordinarily 
N ing; and add moreover, That in 
* many Cakes, as in ahſtruſe, difficult Points, 
Sc. its Authority ought to be ſubmitted 
to: This our Reaſon tells us: And in 
many Caſes, by ſubmitting to the Judg- 
ments of Others, we rationally and free 
judge for Ourſelves. * But to perſuade | 
us to believe the Church, when its Aſſer⸗ 
tions are direcily contrary to the firſt Prin- 


o ſhew that lam far from denying Church- 
Authority, or allowing too much to private 

Judgment; See Preſervative againſt Unſettled 

reg Cc. Vol. I. Diſcourſe 1ſt. from P. 9. to 
de”; 


ciples 
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, Part I. Private Judgment. up 
ciples of Common Senſe, or (Which is, in 
effect, the ſame Thing) to the plaineſt 
Doctrines of Scripture, which we are 
ſatisfied is the Word of God, is ſtill again 
= denying us the Uſe of our Reaſon ; a freſh 
q — of — — 3 ; and 


we are not advanced one Step further. To 


& ay we muſt uſe our own Judgments, 
till we are convinced of the Church's 
= Authority, and no longer; is juſt as if 
ve ſhould be allowed to ſee, till we 
have found our Guide, and no longer. 
Lou have here found your Guide; This 


is the Man; and now you have Him, 
you have no more Ule of your Eyes : 
Nay, you are obhged to put them out; at 
leaſt, to be blindfold, or wink very hard: 
If you do not ; you cannot be guided by 
him. Is not This excellent Advice, and 
excellent Arguing ? If That be the Caſe, 
the Guide (fall ſpare his Pains for me: 
I will certainly ſee 35 my ſelf; and, when 
am at a Loſs, enquire the Way, and 
et the beſt Information from others, that 
am able. In ſuch a Caſe too, I ſhould 
vehemently ſuſpect, or rather be very 


ſure 


* 


14 Church-Authority; and Part I. 
ſure, that my pretended Guide had a 
View to his own Advantage, more than 
to mine. Or (which amounts to much 
the ſame) it will be impoſſible to con- 
vince the Judgment of any rational Man, 
that the Church has, or can have, ſo much 
Authority, as That of Rome arrogates to 
herſelf ; i. e. Authority enough to impoſe 
the groſſeſt Falſhoods and Abſurdities 
upon the World, and to baniſh common 
Reaſon out of it. Our bleſſed Saviour not 
1 only permits the Uſe of private Judgment, 
1 but commands it. Tea, and why even of |} 
} your own ſelves (lays he) judge ye not 
what is right ? Luke xii. 57. Judge 
not according to the Appearance ; but 
judge righteous Fudgment, John vii. 24. 
He often appeals ro the Reaſon of parti- 
cular and private Perſons. If I do not 
the Works of my Father, believe me not. 
John x. 37. To paſs over many other 
Inſtances. If this Gift of God, which is in 
us, be fo far from being 2 up, as it 
ought, that it be ſuffocated, and oppreſs d; 
If this Candle of the Lord (as — Wiſe 


Man calls it) be extinguiſhed; the World 
will 


. 1 Part IJ. Private Judgment. 15 
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vill be in Darkneſs, notwitliſtanding the 
Church's Authority. And, indeed, it is 
hard to determine, whether the Wicked- 
FM nels of Some in extinguiſhing it, or the 


Folly, and Wickedneſs too, of Others, in 


ſuffering it to be extinguiſhed, be the 
greater. If Reaſon be deſtroy d; fare- 
wel Faith and Religion: For That Faith 
and Religion, which is not Rational, is 


= Nothing, or worſe than Nothing. True 


f does the Superſtructure deſtroy the Foun- 


Faith, and Religion, do not ſuperſede 
# Reaſon ; but ſuppoſe it, and are built 


upon it. And, in a well ordered Edifice, 


dation? However, let it be obſerved for 
the Honour of the Church of Rome, that 
(according to her own Doctrine) we mult 
abandon our Reaſon, before we can be of 
ber Communion. Nay, not only our 
Reaſon, but our Senſes + Of which lat» 
ter, more in its proper Place. We mult 
believe, it ſeems, as the Church believes. 
Nhat, though the Church believes and 
teaches monſtrous Lies, and damnable 
| 2 Though it tells us, that Tau 
and 


Three make Seven ; or, that Mau 
der 


16 Church» Authority, &c. Part I. 
der and Adultery are Iaufu > For I will 
juſtify it, and ſhew, by particular Inſtan- 
ces hereafter, that the Church of Rome i 
maintains Principles full as abſurd as the 
former, and full as wicked as the latter. 
According to her Notion of the Church's 
Authority, our Saviour's Religion was no 
Reformation; and He Himſelf was an 
Impoſtor : For the Jewiſh Church (as we 
All know) condemn'd both t and Him. 

Beſides ; when they talk of the Church's | 
Authority, by which private Judgment is 
Thus to be controuled; What Church do 
they mean ? Or, What do they mean by 
the Church? We, it is true, deny it of 
any Church; but, however, They are 
not The Church: As I ſhall ſnhew here - 
They, indeed, fay, Theirs is The 
Church; and, moreover, that Infallibility 
is annex d to it. If This were true; I con- 
feſs her Authority would be unqueſtiona- 
ble. But how do they prove it? What 
Miracles do they work to juſtify the Pre- 
tence? Many; if We will believe Them: 
And Thoſe I ſhall conſider in due Time. 
n At 


r 


K 
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At preſent I obſerve, That if but One of 
chem be prov d falſe, All are ſo: For it 
ss impoſſible that God and the Devil ſhould 

© conſpire in the ſame Cauſe. Well; but They 
prove it from Scripture. Their Citations 
Bn the Old Teſtament are ſo very fo- 

© reign to the Purpoſe ; that I think it not 
worth While to mention them. As for 
che New ; Lo, I am with you always (ſays 

our Saviour) even unto the End of the 


© //orld. Matth. xxviii. 20. But does This 
imply Infallibility? Sure, a Thing of That 


vaſt Conſequence ſhould have been ex- 


preſſed in plainer Words. It manifeſtly 
means no more than our Saviour's elpe- 
cial Providence over his Church in gene- 
ral (not That of Rome in particular) and 
hindering it from Periſhing or Falling 
away. Then (lay they) St. Paul aſſures 
us, That the Church is the Pillar and 
Ground of Truth. 1 Tim. iii. 15. That 
is, (lay We) to omit many other Inter- 
pretations which have been put upon the 
Place, it is the Keeper of the ſacred De- 
poſitum the Holy Scriptures ; and in diffi- 
cult Points great Regard is to be had to 

CE D its 
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its Determinations : But there is no Iifal- 

libilit 7 in all this. To which may be 
t 


added the famoiis Circle of the Romaniſts 
in arguing this Matter; by which they 
endeavour to prove the N of the 
Church from the Authority of cle — 9 
tures, and the Authority of the Scriptures 
from the Authority of the Church: Whi h I 
is proving a Thing by itſelf; 5. e. proving 
nothing at all. 3 
10 ; des; They ate not agreed among 2 
themſ Are Where, and in Whom, this 
Infallibility is lodged ; whether in the Pope 4 
alone, or in a Cotencil alone, or in Both 
together; to paſs over ſeveral other Sub- 
diviſions of Diſtinctions, which it would] 
be tedious to mention. What an Infallibi- 
th muſt This be ; when They chemlelve 
know not where fo place it? An Infalli. 
ble Guide, it ſeems, there is, eme aher 
or other ; but the Misfottune is, they 
know not Where. What then can eithiet 
We, or They, be the better for him 
De; non apparent bus, & non e xiſtentibus 
eadem eſt ratio. Things not . 


and Things not in Being, are, as to u. 
ol 
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Yor as to any Uſe we can make of them, 
3. ltogether the ſame. | gh 


Or if they place the Infallibility in the 


J 


7 


Pope (as the thorough . do) what 
hall weſay of Thoſe Popes who condemned 
many Popiſh Doctrines and Practices? 
Were They infallible too ? X Such as Pope 
h Leo and Gelaſius, who condemned Com- 
Wmunion in one Kind ? Pope Gregory I. 
who condemned the Worſhip of Images, 
and the Title of Univerſal Biſhop ? with 
many other Inſtances which might k 
produced? To pals over likewiſe T boſe 
„Sovereign Poncifh who, by the Confeſ 
n of All, were Monſters of Vice and 
ictedneſs; were T boſe infallible, who, 
. by the Acknowledgment of the Church of 
W Rome herſelf, were Hereticks, condemned 
. by Councils, and excommunicated *; ſuch 
as Pope Liberius, Pope Honorius, and 
ſome more? When there were las it often 
happened) two Rival Popes at the ſame 
Time; we ask, Which of them was in al- 
Heh, 1.23. +. 25 
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* Sce Barrow on the Pope's Supremacy. P. 247. 
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lible:? Or, were they Both ſo, though they 


contradicted and condemned each other? 
Was there ever ſuch an unaccountable 
Infallibility as This? Their own Canon 
Law f it ſelf ſuppoſes that a _ 4 
cl 

if there were 
any ſuch Thing, is it to be conceived 
that the Scripture ſhould ſay nothing of 
it? nay, that it ſhould not aſſert it in the 
plameſt and ſtrongeſt Terms imaginable 2? 8 

| — ay be 2 Matter of the utmoſt 


Conſequence ; the End of all Strife ; the | 


may be a Heretick : How then can 


be infallible 2 Beſides; 


final Deciſion of all Controverſies, Doubts 


and Difficulties. For the fame Reaſon, is 


it to be conceived that, if there were any 


ſuch Thing, the whole Church of Chriſt 
ſhould, for ſo many hundreds of Years, 


know nothing of it ? Concerning both 
which more ſhall be ſaid, when we come 


to ſpeak of the Pope's pretended Supre- iſ 


Macy z with which his pretended Infalli- | 


bility has a very near and cloſe Connexi- 


on. If He is, and ever was Infallible ; | 


g— * — — 


+ Barrow. P. 259, 
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ey What were Councils called for, when an 
Appeal to Him had been much the eaſter, 


lc ¶ Horter, and ſurer Way ? 

on if 0 0 r Many of the 
p ZW Rom/bþ Communion, particularly the 
e Church of France, will anſwer; That it 
re is in Thoſe Councils, not in the Pope, that 
d This Infallibility is lodged. They mean 


general Councils. And We anſwer, 1ſt. 
here never was a general Council, ſtrict- 
ly ſpeaking, and never will be: Even 
Thoſe which were ſtiled ſo, were impro- 
perly ſtiled ſo; by the ſame Synecdoche 
chat the Roman Empire was called the 
World. But now, ſince the Caſe is al- 
@ tered as to Temporal Government, and 
there is no ſuch Perſon as a general Mo- 
narch ; it is yet more unlikely that 
there ſhould be any ſuch Thing as a 
eneral Council : Therefore ſuch an Infal- 

(bility as This, was never in the Church; 

or, if it was, it is now loſt. © 2dly. The 
few Councils which were called General, 
; and bid faireſt to deſerve the Name, never 
dreamed of being infallible ; nor made 
the Jeaſt Pretence to any ſuch Privilege. 
n 


20 Infallibilty. Part I. 
3dly. Thoſe who are for the Infallibility 
of general Councils can no more agree 
among themſelves, than Thoſe who leave 
it more at large. Some Councils called 
General Ones, the ſame Perſons acknow- 
ledge ; others they reject. And thoſe 
which are acknowledged by ſome, are 


rejected by Others. And fo we are ſtill MW 


under the ſame Uncertainty as before. Xx 


Athly. There is Nothing in Scripture con- Wi 
cerning the Infallibility of Councils, any 


more than of the Pope. Thoſe Texts 
which are urged for it, have been above 
conſidered. ; 

But ſuppoſing a general Council to be 
infallible; I do not ſee what the Cauſe 
of Popery would get by it. In what 


general Council were its Doctrines eſta- 


liſhed 2. For That at Trent was far from 


being ſuch; as we ſhall obſerve hereafter : | | 
And beſides, the whole French Church 

diſclaims the chief Article eſtabliſhed by 
it, viz. The Pope's Supremacy ; and, 
by Conſequence, diſclaims the Autho- 


* Sec the Caſe ſtated, P. 23. &c. a 
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bart 1. Trfallibiltty. 23 
rity of That Synod. And ſhould there 
now be a Council truly general; Po- 
Every would certainly be condemned 
Wir : A great Majority of the Churches of 
C briſtendom being utterly averſe ro That 
Religion: Nay, the greateſt, moſt learned, 
Wand, in all Reſpects, molt conſiderable, 
of all the Churches in the Romiſih Com- 
W munion itſelf, I mean, That of France, 
W rejectirig its main Article, as J obſerved 
before. 

= But farther, and to ſhew how — 4 
© ſible it is that there ſhould be any infalli- 
ble Guide at al; ſuppoſe there were any 
© Perſon, or Perſons, in Himſelf, or T hem- 
8 /elves, infallible; yet He, or They, could 
not be fo, as a Guide, or Guides, to Others ; 


- * 


unleſs They were Infallible too; (and 


if chey were, they would need no Guide 
at all:) For the Deciſions, and De- 
terminations of Him, or Them, might 
be miſunderſtood, at leaſt, in many 
Things; their Writings corrupted; or their 
Meaning perverted. | 


What 


24 Infallibility. Part I. 
What then? Is there no outward infal- 
lible Judge upon Earth? No; Not Any. 
They argue, that it is neceſſary there ſhould ij 
be ſuch a Judge; and therefore God has iſ 
appointed one: We argue, that he has 
not appointed one; and therefore None 
is neceſſary. That He has not —_—__ | 
any in Fact, and that there cannot be any 
in Reaſon, I think I have ſhewn; as I 
have likewiſe, that they cannot ſhew us 
where He is to be found. After This, 
to ſay it is neceſſary that there ſhould be 
one; is Begging the Queſtion, making 
themſelves wiler than God, and arraigning 
his Providence in the Government of the 
World. I 
But what ſhall we do then? How il 
ſhall the Unity of Faith, and the Peace 
of the Church, be preſerved 2 We heartily ii 
wiſh they were preſerved better than they 
are; In the mean time, We muſt bear | 
our Burthen as well as we can; and are 
very {ure that we ſhall not mend the mat- 
ter, by amuſing and deceiving ourſelves 
with a Remedy which is not in Being. 
But, at this Rate, it will be ſaid, Diver- 
"5 
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fity of Opinions, Errors, and Hereſies, 
ct continue Chriſtians: So they 
will, and muſt, and we cannot help it; 


as long as ſo great a Part of Mankind is 


fooliſh and wicked ; God has done his 
Part, by giving us Reaſon, and Scripture, 
and ſpiritual (tho not infallible) Guides: 
If we honeſtiy make Uſe of all theſe, we 
are certainly Right, in the main. If theſe 
wilt not do, nothing will: We are all 
Men, and muſt proceed upon human 
Motives, upon the ro Evidence we can 
get; which is never che leſs rational, for 
not being always infallible. 


II. Neat akin to theit Notion of 
Church-Authoricy, is That of Catbholiciſin: 
Which 'is the Second Point I promiſed to 
conſider. A particular Church, indeed, 


may be Catholick in one Senſe, i. e. true, 


ſound, and pure, and holding the Catbolek 
Doctrine: but nor Catholick, i. e. Univerſal. 
To ſay Roman-Catholick therefore, as They 


mean it, is to ſay, Parti- hole; which 


is a Contradiction. The Church of Rome 
(notwithſtanding her Boaſts) is but a _ 
E OI 
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of the Catholic Church; and, in Com- 


pariſon of all the reſt, a ſmall Part, as 


4 
* 
[ 
4 


well as a moſt corrupt one. But by the 


Catholic Church, they i mean their 
Own; Which is at once (again) Begging 

| 75 4 
both ¶itneſſes and Judges in their own 
Cauſe : The Laſt being as great,an-Inſult 
upon Iquity, as the Other is upon Logic. 
The Truth is, The Church of Rome is 
neither the Catholick Church in one of 
the Senſes above-mentioned, nor a Catho- 
lick Church in the Other: Which Latter 
1 ſhall fully prove, when I come to con- 
ſider its particular Corruptions. So that 
Roman- Catholic is, upon all Accounts, 
falſe and ridiculous. The Church of 
Rome, even in her pureſt State, is always 
mentioned by the Ancients, as a particular 
Church; and Her Biſhop, as a particular 
Biſhop, not as an Univerſal Monarch; of 
which hereafter. The Church, and the 
Catholic Church, are, indeed, Expreſſions iſ 


the Dueſtion, and making. T hem 


anciently applied to Her; but then they 


are applied to Others, as well as to Her: 


Lo 


7 | 
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And to Neither in the Senſe, in which 
che Romaniſts Now uſe them. 
But they ſay, Their Church is the Ca- 
tholick, as being the Principle of Unity ; all 
Others being no farther. Catholick, than as 
W they adhere to Her, and hold Communion 
with Her. We anſwer; 1ſt. There is, 
in Reaſon, no Occaſion for This Principle: 
Which would deſtroy Unity, inſtead of 
WT preſerving it: As Attempts to ſet up Uni- 
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of WF verſal Monarchy, both in Church and State, 
- have always done. The Unity of the 
r Church conſiſts in the Union of the Mem- 
„ers to one another, and to Chriſt. their 
at WY only Head; not to any viſible: Vicar Ge- 
s, ¶ #cral under him. And therefore, 2dly. 
ot In Fact there is no ſuch Principle: No 


's WY fuch Univerſal | Spiritual Monarch, or 
ar Vicar General, appointed by Chriſt ; or 
x chought of by the Church for many Cen- 
0 


turies of Years; till the _ Rome, 
by his own Authority, that is, by no Au- 


ns rhority at all, was pleaſed to advance him- 
elf to That high Dignity, and to Lord it, 
: and Tyrannize over God's Inheritance. 


Which ſhall be proved, when we come 


E 2 to 


' 
2 
. 
; 
5 
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to the Article of the Pope's Supremacy. | 
At preſent we paſs on to the Third Point 


laid down, wiz. 


III. The Rule of Faith. This has a 
near Connexion with what goes before, 
viz. The Authority of the Church, and i 
Infallibility. For they ſay, the Scriptures | 
are defective and in ſfficient of themſelves ; i 
in order to make way, either for their in- 
fallible Tradition, or their infallible Inter- 
pretations, or Both. Infallibility, whether 
in Pope, or Councils, has been already 
conſidered. And if it be a wo leſs abſurd 
Notion, nay, a much more abſurd one, 
as applied to Oral Tradition (i. e. a Con- 
veyance of Facts and Doctrines by Word 
of Mouth) which Some of them will have 
to be the Rule of Faith, and ſuperior to 
the Scriptures; nay, if ſuch a Tradition Wi 
be a true Rule at all: And moreover, il 
if there be no Traditions of any kind (be- 
hides the Scripture) to be received as of 
divine Authority : Then will the Scripture 
remain the ſole Rule of Faith; which is the 
Point we contend for. Some Parts of the 
| | Scripture, 


par 1, 
„ ccripture, indeed, may require Iuterpro- 

tation: But That is no Argument why we 
ſhould not look upon 
Rule. The Laus of the Land require 


a2 Interpretation; and yet were never deny d 
„ to be the Rule of our Civil Obedience. 
d And we acknowledge, That the beſt In- 
5 WE cerprecation of wo is truly Catholick 


W (chough nor Infallible) Tradition; both 
written, and unwritten, in Conjunction 
wich each other. I ſay, truly Catholick: 
For I have above ſhewn, that the pretended 
& Catholiciſm of the Church of Rome is 
& vain and groundleſs. What really deſerves 
che Name of Catholick Doctrine, is ſuch 
as has been always, and univerſally re- 
ceived in the Chriſtian Church. Upon 
. thus interpreted, we are always 
ready to joyn Iſſue with the Romaniſts: 
By This Rule we prove Our Religion to be 
True, and Theirs to be Falſe: 
ſeen in the Sequel. \ Att 
When they tell us, That oral Tradition 

is more certain than Scripture; or, That 
Things can be more ſurely delivered thro 
many hundreds of Ages by Word af Meath, 
: than 
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kind ; to which they are, upon all Occa- 

fions, extremely prone. © Does it not ſtand I 
to Reaſon, That, in long Tract of Time, 
very many Things may be, nay unavoi- 
dably mult be, loſt; and bury'd in Obli- 
vion; and a Multitude of others miſta- 


chan by Writing; They contradiẽt com- 
mon Senſe, and the Experience of Man- 


ken and miſrepreſented, when bare Me- 


mory, Hearſay, and Word of Mouth are 
depended upon; Which might very 
well have been preſerved without any, at 
leaſt any material, or conſiderable, Alte- 
ration, had they been committed to Wri- 
ting? St. Joby aſſures us, that numberleſs 
Miracles were wronght by our Saviour, 
which are not mentioned in his Book; nor, 
indeed, could be comprehended in Any; 
for that if they ſhould all be recorded, 
even the World itſelf (as he Hyperboli- 
cally ſpeaks) could wot contain the Books 
that ſhould be written. John xxi. 25. Is 
there ſo much as Oue of Theſe delivered 
down to us by Oral Tradition ? The 
Church of Rome indeed (if we will believe 
Her) has many Miracles of her own ; but 
. except 


moese 
9 
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except Thole in Scripture, I never honed 
chat ſhe had One of our Saviour s. 


But to come more cloſe to the Point 


I will briefly, conſider their Objections 
E againſt the Suffictency of the Word of God 5 
wich This Obſervation, by the Way, that 
© they are the very ſame which are urged 
by . Deiſts, and Atheiſts. |. In Answer 
W therefore to the Arguments alledg'd.by | 
8 Infidels on the one Hand, and Theſe Men, 
& who call themſelves the only true Belio- 
vers, on the other; I ſhall at once ſhew, 


that they are no real Arguments againſt 
the Sufficiency of Scripture; and chat 
what Force they have, is much ſtronger 
againſt Oral Tradition, than againſt Scrip- 
ture. r in | „ 40 
Arg. 1. We cannot be certain that the 

Scriptures were written by Thoſe. Authors 
whoſe Names they bear. Anſw. We 
are as certain of This, as we are, or 


can be, of any Thing of the ſame Kind. 


We have as much Evidence as the Na- 


ture of the Thing will admit. Nobody 
has any Sort of Doubt concerning the Ge- 22 


nuineneſs of other Books ; For which there 


Part I. 
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is no more Proof, than for Theſe. Who' 
eſtions whether Xenophon, and T hucy- 
dides, Livy, and Ceſar, wrote Thoſe 
Books, which go under their ſeveral 
Names? "Tis true, ſome Books have 
been forged ; but then it has been proved 
that they have: But Thoſe which have 
been univerſally received by the World 
as genuine, muſt be ſuch : Otherwiſe, there 
is an End of human Teſtimony, and human 
Faith , than which there can be no great= 


er Abſurdity; for then there l 


in 
Effect, be an End of the World it felf 
Nay, we have much more Evidence for 
the Genuineneſs of Theſe Writings, than 
of any others.; which yet were never 
doubred of. Becauſe, at their firſt Ap- 


pearance, they were malicionſly oppoſed by 


"the 0% World in a manner, 
Meultifude of learned and ud Ene- 
mies; who yet always acknowledged char 
they were genuine. Porphyry, Celſus, Ju- 
lian, and Others, who SR to _ 
them, never pretended to ; 
— now, ſuppoſe we are — Fact, 


or 
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or Doctrine, never committed to Writing, 
which firſt came from we know not 
Who, and has been tranſmitted down to 
us, by Word of Mouth for 1700 Years 
together; are we ſo very certain of its 
true Author? Or rather, are we not abſo- 
lutely deſtitute of all Evidence concerning 
him? c 

Arg. 2. Suppoſe Theſe Books to be 
really written by Thoſe, - whole Names 
they bear; yet, how can we be ſure, that 
They Are rightly tranſcribed, | printed, 
tranſlated; - &c. ? Anſw. iſt. We are 
at leaſt as ſure that Theſe are ſo, as that 
any other Books are; concerning which, 
none of Theſe Objections are made. 2dly; 
We have all the Reaſon in the World 
to think that Theſe are preſerved more 
entire than any Others: Becauſe, ſuppo- 
ſing them to be divinely inſpired (as the 


Papiſts acknowledge them to be) e can- 
not conceive, but that God's more eſpe- 
cial Providence watches over them. Such, 
however, They tell us, is the Uncertainty 
of what is Written : Suppoling it were 

F F very 
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Things it is fit they ſhould be fo ; as I 


Part I. 
very great, as it is really none at all; Is 
there not, at leaſt, as much in what is 
Spoken ? Cannot Words Spoken be miſre- 
preſented, alrered, and corrupted, as well 
as Words Written ? Are they not indeed 
much more likely to be o ? KR 
when they are conveyed down throug 


Millions of Speakers, by the Help of Me- 


mory only ? As for the various Readings 


of the Scriptures, ſo much objected againſt 


Us, and the Scriptures ; there are but 
Three or Four, ſo much as pretended to 
be material: And even Thoſe are ſuch, 
that the Doctrines ſaid to be prejudiced, 
or weakened by them, are eſtabliſhed by 
many. other Texts, of which there are no 
various Readings, However, Is it not 
likely that there ſhould be as many va- 
rious Speakings, as Readings ? And, in- 
deed, infinitely more? 
Arg. 3. The Scriptures are ohſcure 
and hard to be underſtood. Anſaw. 
Not in any meceſſary Point either 
of Faith, or Practice. And in ſome 


have 
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ſelves about the 
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ha ve * elſewhere ſhewn. Beſides, moſt 
of the Difficulties, material ones, at leaſt, 
are very capable of being explained; and 
accordingly have been explained. But 
however, and to put it in the worſt, is it 
not probable that there will be as many 
and great Difficulties, and Obſcurities, in 


what is ſaid, as in what is ritten? Or 


rather, many more, and much greater 7.4 


Ghoſt ſpeak as plainly 
in Writing, as 22 "ay oral Grade. 
tion? Beſides ; tis notorious that Thoſe 
of the Traditionary - Church, i. e, the 
RomiſhCommunion, diſpute among T hem- 
e of Scripture, as 

much as We do. How then can ſuch 
Tradition aſcertain the Senſe of Scripture ? 
Or ſupply its Defects, if there were any 
to be ſupply d ? | 

Upon the Whole therefore, The De- 

gree of Evidence in Theſe Matters is the 
preat Point inſiſted upon. And Nothing 
infallible Certainty will- ſerve Their 


Turn. We cannot be infallibly ſure; ſay 


* 


Diſc. 2d. 


* Preſerv. Vol. I. 460 
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They, that Theſe, or Thoſe, were the 


Authors of ſuch and ſuch Books; That they 


are rightly tranſcribed, tranſlated, Cc. I 
anſwer 1ſt. There is indubitable Certain 

for it, if not infallible. As muc 
Certainty as all rational Men proceed 


upon in the moſt important Affairs; as 
much as the Nature of the Thing will 


admit of; as much as we have for 


any Thing elſe of the ſame Kind; (and 


more too:) concerning which we have 


not the leaſt Doubt, or Scrugle. Who 

eſtions whether there Were formerly 
ſuch a Man as Julius Cæſar“ or whe- 
ther there be now ſuch a Place as the City 
of Rome ? though he never ſd the One, 
nor was at the Other, and cannot demon- 
ſtrate the Truth of Either? To talk of 
nothing leſs than Iufallibiliiy upon all 
Occaſions, is a ridiculous N rum of the 


Papiſts; which ought to be exploded, 
8 hiſſed at, rather than ſerioully re- 
futed. | 


But 2dly. We have as nfallible Evi- 


dence in our 5 a=" as They 
have in their Tradition-Way ; And in- 


deed 


1 Ww C r = _ OX ASL. OS flo we COHEN , ĩᷣͤ . EEE. =_— 


5 


part I. The Rule of Futb. 37 
deed come much nearer to it; as I have 


clearly proved in all the Inſtances above 
3 


But though only Some of the Papiſts 
plead for What is called Oral Tradition, 
and attribute fo much to it, as I have 
above i very on yet They All agree in 
ſtickling hard for Traditions of one Kind, 
or other; and in preferring T hem (join d 
with ſome Sort of Infallibility) before the 
Word of God as delivered in the Old and 
New Teſtament, or at leaſt equalkng 
them with it. By which Management 
(whatever they pretend) They in effect 
deſtroy the Scriptures ; and ſubſtitute 


Traditions in their Room. The Tradi> 


ditions of the Church! i. e. Whatever 
They think fit to impoſe upon the World, 
though never ſo contrary to Scripture, 
Reaſon, and our Senſes. Like the Scribes 
and Phariſees, ſo ſeverely condemned by 
our Saviour, They teach for Dottrines 
the Commandments of Men ; making the 
Word of God of none Effect by their Tra- 


fitions, Mark vii. 7, and 13. 


\ 
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38 The Rule of Faith. Part I. 
Io fay we muſt ſubmit to the Church's 
Interpretatious of Scripture, be they what 
they will, though contrary to the plaineſt 
Meaning of it, is to repeat the Abſurdity 
already fo often mentioned; that is, to 
deny us the Uſe of our Reaſon. Of which 
I need ſay no more in This Place. 0 
Upon This Article of Scripture too, as 
Before upon That of Reaſon, they run 
into the — groſs and moſt childiſh Fal- 
lacy; I mean arguing from the accidental 
Abuſe of a Thing, though in itſelf neceſ- 
ſary, againſt the tota/ Uſe of it. T 
Scripture may be egnorautly miſunderſtood, 


or Wwilfully 2wrefted and perverted, to the 


Purpoles of Hereſy and Schiſm, Vice, and 


 Iramorality. It may; and who can help 


it ? It will be Thus, as long as ſo great 
a Part of the World is injudicious, fooliſh, 
and wicked. But is This any Argument 


againſt its being a ſufficient Rule in it ſelf, 
or our Making Uſe of it as fuch ? Ac- 
cording to This Way of Reaſoning, there 
can be no ſuch Thing as a Rule at all; 
either of Faith, or of any Thing elſe. 
Becauſe a Rule may be mſapplied, bent 


Or 
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or diſtorted, does it therefore follow that 
it is 0 Rule ? Or that it may not be held 
ſtrait, or duly applied? Beſides; here 
again (as in all the Inſtances before-men- 
tioned) Oral Tradition, or any other Tra- 
dition, is liable, and the Former much 
more liable, to the very ſame Objections. 
But they tell us, that the Church aſcer- 
tains the Scriptures themſelves, by pre- 
ſerving them, delivering them down from 
one Age to another, aſſuring us that 11 
are genuine, and written by Thoſe w 
Names they bear. Anfw. iſt. It ſeems 
then we may be aſſured that they are ge- 
nuine ; Which ſome of the Romaniſts (as 
we have ſeen) will by no means allow. 
2. It does not from hence follow (ir 
would be Strange, if it did) that the 
Church by her Traditions, Interpretations, 
or any thing elſe, makes the Scriptures 
what they are, or is ſuperior, or even 
equal to them. But our Adverſaries take 
great Pains to puzzle and perplex the Con- 
troverſy, by not irh iſtinguiſhing the 
Teſtimony from the Thing teſtified #0, 
and the Means of Conveyance from the 
Ne: T hing 


40 be Rule of Faith. Part 4. 
T bing conveyed ; or by ſetting the Fir 
| ire the Laſt. The Title & a Ki | 
may be proved by the Teſtimony of 
Plebeians ; are They therefore ms 
him, or even equal to him ? A Subject 
carries a Meſſage, or Letter, from his 
Prince ; is he therefore upon the Level 
with him 2 or has he therefore Authority 
to interpret That Meſlage, or Letter, as 
He pleaſes; to add. to it, or diminiſh 
from 4t ? The Church's Authority 00 
ing, is Human : The Scripture's Authority 
teſtified to, is Divine: Or in other Words, 
we receive the Scriptures (as we do other 
Books) upon human Evidence, and by 
human Faith: But when we are fatisfied 
that they are written by Authors divinely 
inſpired; Divine Authority immediatel 
takes Place, and upon That, Divine Faich 
immediately follows. The Church then 
does not give Authority to the Scriptures ; 
(ir wal be Blaſphemy to fay ſo) but 
keeps them, and delivers them down, 
ne 2h in different reſpects, a Witneſs to 
them, and a Receiver and Preſerver of 
them. They have not T berefore, divine 
| | Authority, 


* 
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Authority, becauſe She receives them; but 
She Therefore receives them, becauſe ſhe 
can prove, or it is proved to her, that 
they have divine Authority. And This 
Tradition of the Church wie entirely ac- 
knowledge and embrace. 2 
I muſt here obſerve to our 2 
that (though I have, in compliance W 
Them, uſed Their Language) yet it is 
not properly the Church, as ſuch, but the 
Chriſtian World, nay the World in general, 
Jews, Turks, and Heathens, as well — 
ſtians, who are, or were, Wi itneſſes to the 
Holy Scriptures; or Navi bor and Acknows- 
ledgers them, as genuine; or Both. 
Zaly. Here again, as upon almoſt 
every other Article, We muſt remind 
them, that the Romiſh Church is not T he 
Church. 
And even as a Part of it, She is * | 
from being à faithful Preſerver of the 
Scriptures ; that She has ſhamefully cor- 
rupted chem. * She has impoſed upon 


* See a Diſcourſe about Tradition, ſuppoſed 
to be Dr. Patricks; printed at London by Miles 


8 8 c. 77 P. 35, on: 8 
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"the World a Tyanſlatiun of them (I mean 
the Lavin Vulgate) as even ſuperiour to 
"the Original : though falſe in many 
Places. And though one Pope (Sixtus V.) 
communded a certain Edition of it to 
be received as the only true, with a 
Curſe upon All who ſhould vary from 
it in a Tictle; yet, in leſs than two Years, 
another Pope (Clement VIII.) found it 
defective and corrupt, and therefore re- 
jected it, and commanded another to be 
received with the ſame ſtrict Injunction. 
the way) how infal- 
-lible both Theſe Popes muſt needs be; 


and (directly to our preſent fe) what 
a Condition the Papifts 22 in, with 


regard to the Scriptures; that is, either to 
have None at all; or to incur the Curſe 
of the one Pope, or the Other: For tis 
. ble ro obey Boch. have 
like wiſe in their ſmaller Garechiſms ex- 
pung d the ſecond Commandment out of 
the ' Devalopue-z and * moſt impioutly 
falſified the Book of God, by adding tie 


see The Caſe Stated. P. 35, 56, 57, 58. 
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Words Maſe, and Purgatory to ſome 
Texts; „ and neceſ- 
ſary Word in another, to make it favour 
the Doctrine of Image · Nanſbip. The 
Church of Nome therefore cannot be 
truſted as a Keeper and Preſervet of che 


Nor indeed of Traditions neither. 
Thoſe which She obtrudes upon the World 
_— not Cat holicł ONES 3 at is, not re- 
— the Unwerſal Church; but 

1 — and utterly 
to Scripture, and truly 


. 


— — Which will appear, 


when we come to conſider her particular 
Corruptions. 

In ſhort; They fay the Word of God 
is contained both i in Scripture and Tradi- 
tion: We ſay it is contained in Serqatyre 
only; becauſe we can prove the Divine 
Authority of _ One, but not of the 
Other. I ve that Their Tra- 
ditions are far om being the Word of 
God; that they are contrary to it. We 
own —— that the s being aprit- 


Scri 
ten, does not make it of divine Authority : 
G 2 The 
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Word of Mouth, it would certainly be 
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The Subſtance of it was ſpoken before it 


was written: And were any Part of di- 
vine Revelation delivered down to us by 


never the leſs Divine for That. But then 
we muſt be aſſured that it is fo, before 
we can receive it under That Character : 
And 'there 1s not - leaſt Proof of any 
ſuch Thing; unleſs the Church of Rome's 
bare Word tor it may paſs for Evidence. 

The Truth is, the whole Matter at 
laſt reſolves into That. For notwith- 
ſtanding all the Duſt they raiſe about 
Scripture, and Tradition, they really 
ſtand to Neither ; but only endeavour to 
amuſe the World with . Both, that their 
own Church's Authority may creep in be- 
rween them. Seripture, They ſay, is 
uncertain; What ſhall determine it? T he 
Church; that is, T hemſeFves. It is doubt- 
ful which is a true Tradition, and which 
Not: Who ſhall determine it? The 
Church ; that is, Themſelves. So that 


after all This 2 Diviſions upon the 


Words, Scripture, Tradition, —_— 


Oc. the Definitions of the Church, al- 


Ways 
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ways meaning T hemſetves, are the laſt 
Reſort of all: That is to ſay, Popery is 
the only true Religion, —.— it is Their 
Religion; And the Church of Rome is the 
only true Church, becauſe the Church of 
Rome ſays lo. 8 2 
That Church, however, is pleaſed to 
own that the Scriptures are the Word of 
God. If they are; how comes She ſo 
prophanely to blaſpheme them by making; 
them good for nothing ? For they certainly: 
are good for nothing, if they are not ca- 
pabh of being underſtood. A Poſition too 
as notoriouſly falſe, as it is ſcardalonſly 
blaſphemous. | . 
Beſides; the Scriptures declare their 
oven Suſficiency. St. Paul affirms that 
they are able to make us wiſe unto Salva» 
tion; and to make the Man of God perfett. 
2 Tim. iii. 15, and 17. I acknowledge 
He there ſpeaks of the Old Teſtament, 70 
far as it goes: But for the ſame Reaſon, 
if not a ſtronger, it is true of the Other, 
or rather of Both in Conjunction. For 1 
hope no Chriſtian will ſay, that the New 
N Teſtament 
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Teſtament is in any reſpect inferiour to 


the Old. 

To This m—m be added, That our 
Saviour, and Ins Apoſtles, in arguing 
with the Jews, — appeal to the 
Scriptures, but never to any Tradition as 
diſtinct from them: Though the Jes 
(like the Papiſts) had their Traditions; 
and (like Them too) held them to be of 
equal Authority with the written Word 
of God, or rather ſiqperiour to it. 

Then how expreſs and terrible is That 
of St. John in the Cloſe of his Revelation } 
For I teſtifie unto every Man that beareth 
the Words of the Propheſy of T his Boo; 
Tany Man ſhall add unto theſe things, 

God ſhall add unto him the Þlagues that 
are written in T his Book. And if any 
Man ſhall take away from the Words of 

the Book of T his Propheſy ; God ſhall take 
away his Part ont of the Book of Life. 
Rev. xxil. 18, 19. It will perhaps be 
teplied, That This is ſpoken of That Book, 
the Revelation only, not of the whole 


Book of Scripture. And I anſwer, 1ſt. 


ent and 
modern, 


Learned Expoſitors, both anci 
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modern, underſtand it otherwiſe: This 
Book being the Laſt; and ſo cloſing, and 
ſealing, the whole Canon of Scripture. 
Bur 2dly. If it be unlawful to add 
to, or diminiſh from, one Book of Scrip- 
ure ; it is ſurely no leſs ſo, 0 add to, 
or diminiſh from, the Body of Scripture in 


by Argument? 
Is it not Seſf-evident that it is the Height 
of Preſumption and Wickedneſs for Men 
to add to the Word of God, or diminiſh 
from it? Nor can it be pretended that 
Theſe Men make their Defalcations and 
Additions by God's Authority, and a nem 
Revelation : iſt. Becauſe They work no 
Miracles ; 2dly. Becauſe their new Doc- 
trines are contrary to What they Them- 
ſelves acknowledge to be God's Word: 
And God cannot contradict Himſelf. How 
plamly then has the Church of Nome in- 
— This tremendous Woe, denounc d 
in a Writing which ſhe owns to be Divine 
. ——— 
ä y cortupted, and : 

 -Ralecofaliantb, and of Manners wo, _= 
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ded to it, and ſubſtracted from it, impo- 
ſing her own new Articles as neceſſary to 
Salvation; when in Truth they are not 
only not in Scripture (which we have 
| roved ro be the only true Rule) but 
I! dect contrary to it, and advanced in 
= open Defiance of it. As ſhall be fully 

|  ſhewn in due time. At preſent I proceed 


; to conſider their Reaſonings upon the 4th 
| Point I mentioned; wiz. & 
| | 
: IV. The Indefectibility of the Church. 
The Subſtance of what They alledge 
upon This Head, may be reduced to the 
Two following Arguments. The Firſt | 
is This: Our Saviour has promiſed that 
his Church ſhall not fail: But Ours has 
failed; Theirs Not. And here they 
come with their old Queſtion, Where 
was your Church and ; Religion before 
Luther? The Other is This. If Their 
Church was ſo corrupt as We pretend; 
it was no true Church at all: From 
"whence it will follow, iſt. That for 
ſome time, and that a long time too, 
there was no Church in the World, 


=. 
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contrary to our Saviour's Promiſe. 24l 

Thar the Church could not be bemalt 
For we cannot reform what is not in 
Being: And conſequently our pretended 
Reformed Church-is a mere Nothing. We 
will conſider all Theſe Things; but be- 
fore we do ſo, I cannot but remark 
upon the ſingular Modeſty of the Church 
of Rome: Firſt, in being monſtroully cor- 
rupt; and then making That very Cor- 
ruption (ſuppoſing it to be real, as I ſhall 
prove it is) an Argument wh it /bowld 
not, or could not, be reformed. Is This 
agreeable to Reaſon ? or a Sign of a good 
Cauſe ? But to the Point. | | 
The Weakneſs of their Firſt Argument 
will appear, if it be clearly drawn out 
into Propoſitions. The Church of Chriſt 
cannot fail : The Church of England has 
failed. Though we abſolutely deny the 
Second Propoſition, and ſhall preſently 
prove it to be falſe ; yet ſuppoſing it 
were true; what will be the Concluſion? 


Why This; Therefore the Church 


England is not the Church of Chriſt. 
was ? It is 4 Church; 
H | 


Who ever faid it 
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But does not (like That of Rome) pretend 
ro þe the Church. If then they alter the 
Concluſion, and make it run Thus: : 
Therefore the Church of England is not 
a Church of Chriſt ; the Concluſion 
does not follow from the Premiſes ; the 
whole Structure of the Argument being 
falſe, according to the Rules of Argu- 
ing; with which it would be abſurd to 
trouble This Audience. If they put it 
Thus, A true Church of Chriſt cannot 


fail; but the Church of England has 


fail d: I deny Both Propoſitions. And 
the Diſproof of them will be a full Anſwer 
to This Argument. | 

As to the Firſt, There is no Promiſe 
of Indefectibility made by our Saviour to 


any particular Church (and we have 


roved' That of Rome itſelf to be no more) 
ut to the Church in general. A true 

icular Church may be extinguiſhed. : 
any actually are ſo; As ſome in #6, 


and Africa. Were not the Seven Churches 
to which St. John wrote, true Churches? 


And where are they now? Where, are the 


F There being Four Terms in the Syllogiſmi. 
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Churches of Carthage, and Hippo, and 

ſeveral Others? God always had, and 
always will have, a true Church upon 


Earth; but in what Part of the World, he 


has no where promiſed. | 
As to the 2d Propoſition ; Their Church 
(they boaſt) has nor failed. We do nor 
ſay it has; (though it has, and does, come 
much nearer to it than Ours) bur it may 
fail, as Othexs have actually done. But 
Ours (they affirm) has fail'd already. 
How ſo ? If we look backwards, ( as 
we may obſerve by the way) It i 
older than Theirs. According to the belt 
Accounts we have, there was a Chriſtian 
Church in Britain, even before there was 
one at Rome : And This is acknowledged 
by ſome of the moſt Learned and Ei- 
nent of their own XCommunion. And is 
it not in Being now? It may fail, tis true; 


And ſo may Theirs, or any Other. For 


our Saviour's Promiſe (as I faid Before) was 
not made to any, particular Church, | 


* Baronius, and Suarez. Sec Biſhop Bull's 


Corruptions of the Church of Rome, publiſhe d 


by Dr. Aikes, P. 283. 
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But they tell us, We failed during the 
Prevalency of what we call Popery as a 
corrupt Religion, till the Time of our 
pretended Reformation : For where was 
our Church and Religion during all That 
time? I anſwer, 1ſt. By dating its Failure 
from That Period, They ſeem to acknow- 
ledge that it was in Being before ; which 
ſhews that (even according to Them) 
We have Antiquity on our fide, and 
They are Innovators. For 800 Years 
had paſt, before the Time from which 
they date our pretended Failure. 2dly, 
As to the Externals of the Church, Go- 
yernment, ' Succeſſion of Biſhops, Diſci- 
pline, Sacraments, Cc. we anſwer, we 
were among T hem during all That time: 
And acknowledge that they were, and 
are, a true Church with regard to Thoſe 
Externals. 3dly. As to Doctrines; They 
muſt be diſtinguiſhed into two Kinds z 
Poſitive ;, i. e. Thoſe which are held in 
common by Them, and Us, and all 
Chriſtians : And Negative ; i. e. Thoſe 


which we hold in Contradiction to Them, 


and are ſo many Proteſtations againſt 


— "WT - 


from Popery, before Popery was in being ? 
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Their Errours, The Former were: deli- 
vered down to us through all Ages of the 
Church, from Chriſt, and his Apoſtles,” to 
This Day; through ſeveral ' hundreds of 
Years, pure and unmix d; through many 
more, mingled with grievous Corrupt ions, 


from which we at laſt reform d: And 


we heartily wiſh all other Churches, 
infected with them, had done the like, 
As to the Latter ; if They ask us 
Where were our Doctrines, during That 
Time, or before it, (that we may, 
by the Way, take in That too) as 
contra-diftinguiſhed to Theirs, as Pro- 
teſtations againſt them, or under That 
Form ? the Queſtion is ſophiſtical and 
ridiculous : For with refpeet to the 
Time before it, how could Any reform 
or proteſt, when there was nothing to be 
proteſted agamſt > With reſpect to the 
Times when Popery prevail d without 
Oppoſition, to ask us Where our negative 
Doctrines T hen were (I mean as nega- 
tive, or under That Form) is to ask us, 
Where was the Reformation before the 


Refor- 
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Reformation ? To ask a Man recovered 
of a Diſtemper, Where was his healthy 
Conſtitution while he was et? Which is 
manifeſtly ſenſeleſs, and abſurd. But if 
we are further interrogated, Where were 
our diſtinguiſhing Doctrines, as to Sum 
and Subſtance, before the Reformation ? 
We anſwer, they were (where Theirs 
never were) in the Scriptures ; (And there 
they are ſtill : ) and in the Univerſal 
Church of Chriſt for about 600 Years , 
during which Time Theirs were never 

heard of. For let Us, in our Turn, havi 
anſwered Their Challenge, be rained 
to make one to Them. It has indeed 
been often made ; and never yet an- 
ſwered : Nor ever will, or can be. Or 
if it can; Let us ſee it, and we will 
we up the whole Cauſe. Where was 
heir Religion for about the Firſt 600 
Years after Chriſt ? Let them ſhew us in 
Thoſe times Tranſubſtantiation, the Pope's 
Supremacy, Image-Worſhip, Prayers in 
an unknown Tongue, Communion in 
one Kind, and the reſt of the Practices 
and Doctrines, concerning which we * 
er 
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fer from them, as being the Practices and 
Doctrines of the Catholick Church : I 
fay, let them ſhew us Theſe ; and there is 
an End of the Controverſy. But they 
cannot do it : There were no ſuch Things 
in the primitive Church ; any more than 
in the Scriptures. . Therefore they are 
Innovations, and Corruptions. And This, 
I hope, may be a ſufficient Anſwer to 
their famous Queſtion ; ¶ Here was Mur 
Church and Religion before Luther ? 
Their other Argument ſtands Thus. 
If Their Church was ſo corrupt as we 
pretend; it was really no Church at all. 
From whence it will follow, iſt. That 
for a long Time there was no Church 
upon Earth, contrary to our Saviour's 
Promiſe. 2dly. That it could not be 
reformed: For we cannot reform what is 
not in Being; and conſequently, our pre- 
tended Reformed Church is a mere No- 
thing. I anſwer; 1ſt. Here again zag, 
go upon their old precarious: and mo 
falſe Suppolition, That They are the only 
Chriſtians in the World; that there nei- 
ther is, nor ever was, any Church, but 
Theirs. 
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Theirs. Whereas had Theirs totally 
failed, and been ſwept off from the 
Face of wle Burch (as I believe it one 
day will be, when Others will proſper 
and flouriſh) our Saviour 's Promiſe had 
not failed with it; becauſe there were, 
and are, many other Churches in the 
World; the Greek, or Eaſtern ones par- 
riculaly; ; which never acknowledged = 
Dependance upon the See oY 
gy"; From Their Church's ae 8 
corrupt as we affirm, it does not = ow 
that it was, Or is, u Church at all. It 
was, and is, moſt abominably vitiated 
and dep raved; but yet a true Church. 
True, I mean, in one Senſe of the Word; 
for it is certainly not ſo in another. It is 
true, as the Word means real; not true, 
as it means right, or ſound. It has all 
the eſſential Parts; but then even in T hem 
it is ſo corrupted, that we cannot be of 
its Communion without grievous Sin, and 
extreme Hazard of our Souls. A Man 
who has the Plague, is a true Man, i. e. 
has all the Effencials of a Man; bur he is 


commonly faid to be an undone, lot 
= 


4 
\ 


. 
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Man; and we all know it is by no means 


ſafe to be in his Company. The Uſe of 
This plain, and moſt true, Diſtinction will 
appear in the Sequel. To proceed therefore; 


Ihey go on, endeavouring to prove 


their Point from our own Aſſertions: And 
ſay, iſt. We charge them with Idolatry; 
but no Idolatry can conſiſt with a true 
Church. I anſwer: If They mean a 
right, and ſound Church; we grant it. 
if they mean a Church, which barely 
exiſts, or is in Being; wE 1 it. The 
Fes, when over- run with Idolatry, were 
owned by God as his Church, and Peo- 
ple; and, in their worlt State, he Jens 
Prophets among them. Even the corrupt 
Majority were a true Church, in one of the 
Senſes laid down : but only the 7000," in 
Elyah's Time, who had not bowed the 
Knee to Baal, were ſo in the Other. 
:2dly, and 3dly, They draw Two Ar- 
guments from the .1gth' Article of our 


Church; Where it is aſſerted, that The 
« viſible. Church is a Congregation of 
« faithful Men, in which the pure Word 
© of God us preached ; and the Sacraments, 
114] | 95 


« duly. 
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« duly adminiſtered.” But, according to 
Us (They alledge) the pure Word of Gad is 
not preached, nor the Sacraments duly ad- 
miniſtered, in the Church of Rome, nor 
were ſo, when we made the pretended 
Reformation : Therefore, according to Us, 
The Church of Rome is not, and Then 
was not, the viſible, nor a viſible Church 
of Chriſt. I anſwer, We grant it all with 
the Diſtinction before alledged. It ap- 
cars from the Words, A Congregation of 
AITHFUL Men, that the Defini- 
tion given in the Article, is, of the Church 
vile, in a 7 heological, not a Civil 
Senſe; or (more plainly) of the Church 
Catholic, and true, morally, and religi- 
ouſly ; 4. e. right and ſound; not real, 
or larth having a Being. In which Lat- 
ter Signification, it is not deſtroyed b 
having the Sacraments unduly adidas tered. 
Nor is it, 2dly, by falſe Doftrme. ' By 
Both Theſe it ceaſes to be a good, but 
not to be a real, Church: By Both it is 
exceedingly corrupted, but not deſtroyed. 
Or (if you will have it otherwiſe ) it is 
by them deſtroyed as to its "Well-being, 
OO... but 


1 
0 
8 
T 
1 
5 
1 
1 
1 


Part I. of the Church. 59 
but not as to its Being. For even by 
being in an exceeding ill State, a Man is 
commonly ſaid (and the ſame may be ſaid 
of a Church) to periſh, be deſtroyed, loſt, 
ruined, and undone ; as I obſerved Before. 
But the Corruptions, here mentioned, are 
not inconſiſtent with the Being of a Church: 
Idolatry itſelf is not, as we have ſhewn _ 
above; and nothing (but total -Apoſtaly) 
can be worſe than That. The Sacra» 


ments may be unduly adminiſtered, and 


yet retain all the Eſſentials| of a Sacra- 


ment. And as to falſe Doctrins; what 
will the Romaniſts ſay of the whole 


Church in a manner, both Eaſtern, and 
Weſtern, when it was overſpread with 
Arianiſin? Did it ceaſe to he a Church? 
If ſo; how came it to be reformed ? Or 

will They fay, it was not reformed, when 
the Arian Hereſy was ſuppreſſed? What 
then becomes of their own Church, among 
others? What do They "themſelves mean 
by endeavouring to reform Us? Accord» 
ing to Them, we are _— Doctrine, 
and Diſcipline, and every thing elſe ; and 
are no Church at all. Suppoſe then the 


IMO 1 2 whole 
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whole Church of England ſhould go over 
to That of Rome; Either it would be- 
come a true Church, or it would not. If 

ir would not ; why ſhould it go over? It 
it would; what would make it ſo? A 
Reconciliation with 7 hem, They will fay. 
But can a bare Reconciliation of Nothing 
with Something, make Nothing become 
Something? Or rather, can Nothing be re- 
cconciled at all? If They reply, They would 
make us a Church, though at preſent We 
are None, by giving us true, and valid 
Ordination of Miniſters, which now we 
want; We will here (for Argument's fake, 
though it is moſt falſe) ſuppoſe That to be 
really the Caſe: And if we do; ſure we 
may be allowed (for Argument's Sake too 

at leaſt) to ſuppoſe it were otherwiſe, and 
that the Caſe were the ſame with Us, as 

to Them, as we ſay it is with Them as 

to Us: i. e. That our Orders were valid, 
and all other Eſſentials of a Church re- 
mained with us; only that we were tainted 
with many, and moſt grievous Corrup- 
tions, I ask then; Would They think 


us, as a Church, capable of being re- 
formed, 
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formed, and think it worth their While 
to attempt our Reformation? If They 
would ; Then our Corruptions would not 
make us ceaſe to be a Church : Which is 
what we affirm of Them. If They 
would not: We ask, Why? They endea- 
vour to convert us (as they call it) um, 
when (as They affirm) our Orders are 
not valid; and ſhould We be in a worſe 
Condition, if They were? Not to repeat 
the Argument above-mentioned, drawn 
from £ Corruptions of Arianiſin, and 
the Reformation from them. If They 
tell us, We beg the Queſtion by even ſiqp- 
poſing we could have valid Ordinations, 
in a State of Separation from Them; it 
is as eaſy for us to anſwer, that T hey beg 
the Queſtion by ſuppoſing the contrary. 
But of This in due Time, and Place. 

To return therefore: Their Church 
was, and is moſt corrupt; but {till a 
Church it was, and is; therefore capable. 
of being reformed: and actually was ſo. 
do not mean, the Church of Rome was; 
(would to God it were!) but Many who 
were once in Communion with her, a 
VAL Sub- 
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Subjection to her, and Partakers of her 
Sins, ſhook off Her's, and their Own 
ions, ſeparated from her, and re- 
formed Themſelves. By what Right, 
and Authority, They did fo, is * 


V. The Fifth, and Laſt Point to be 
conſidered. To juſtify ſuch a Change as 
That of which we are ſpeaking, Two 
Things muſt concur; A ſufficient Cauſe, 
and ſufficient Authority. The Firſt will 
be 5 Courſe conſidered; when we . 
to lay open the particular Corruptions 
the 1 which made it — 
for us to continue among them, and con- 
ſequently made a Separation neceſſary. 
As to the Other, which we are now to 
conſider ; Loud is their Outcry againſt us 
upon This Head. How could a few, 
inconſiderable, private, Perſons, ſuch as 
Luther, and the Reſt, take upon Them 
to be wiſer than the whole Church, and 
all the Chriſtian World for ſo many Ages ? 
What Authority had They to make, or 
begin, ſuch a Change? Nay, what Au- 
thority had Kings, and Princes, States, 


and 
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and Parliaments, or any Temporal PoW. 
ers upon Earth, to meddle ſo deeply in 
Matters purely ſpiritual, and preſume 
to reform Religion, even ſuppoſing it 

boy chk 


were corrupted? And here T 
Themſelves unanſwerably ſharp upon 
us, while They call our Church, and 
Religion, a State-Church, and Religion, 
a Parliament-Church, and Religion; not 
without many a tart Reflection upon Us 
here in England, taken from the Chara» 
cter and Morals of Henry VIII. Who (as 
They would have it believed) was the 
prime Agent in our pretended Reforma- 
tion; the firſt Mover in it, and the ori- 
ginal Contriver and Deſigner of it. To 
all which Heap of Abſurdity, Miſrepre- 
ſentation, Falſhood, and Scandal, I an- 
35 Ahe ee e wrt 
iſt. That when the grofſeft, and 

palpable Corruptions A hon "2 
ver ſo univerſally; Every particular Peri 
fon, endued with the Gift ' of common 
Reaſon, has a w_ to diſſent from them, 
proteſt againſt them, and endeavour a 


Reformation of them. If This be not 
IB) granted ; 
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ted; the Conſequence will be, that 
— to the DoArine of holy Scrip- 
ture, as well as the Dictates of right Rea- 
ſon) we muſt follow a Multitude to do 
Evil, becauſe it is a Multitude; or that 
General Corruptions muſt not be reformed, 
becauſe They are General. At This rate, 
whenever the World is univerſally wicked; 
for That very Reaſon it ought to conti- 
nue in its Wickedneſs. Ay; but who 
ſhall be Judge, whether it be wicked, or 
No? A few private Perſons ? Or the whole 
Church ? I anſwer ; In plain, notorious, 
ſelf-evident Caſes, a ſingle Perſon may 
judge againſt the whole Church, or the 
whole World. Should all Mankind tell 
me that Murder, and Adultery, are law- 
ful; I would not believe them. And 
every ſingle Perſon, who has the Gift of 
common Reaſon, and makes a true Uſe 
of it, muſt, and will, ſay the ſame for 
Himſelf. Should the whole World be- 
ſides aſſert, that a _—_ of Bread is a 
human ; that the Prieſt; pronounci 
| - ng pt — of Brac 
into God; that Images muſt be worſhipped, 


when 
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when God expreſly ſays They muſt not, 
Oc. in ſuch Caſes a wiſe and good Man 
will, and muſt, ſtand alone by himſelf, 
againſt the whole World; and ſay of the 
Divine Laws, the firſt Princ ples of Mo- 
rality, his Reaſon, and his Senſes, what 


St. Peter did of his Maſter; Though all © 


Men ſhould deny thee, yet will not 1 deny 
thee in any-wiſe. Nay, ſuppoſe. a far 
Airy Authority than That G al Man- 
ind, uninſpired, and conſequently falli- 
ble; we muſt, in ſuch a Caſe; reject it; 
if we will believe one who was divinely, 
inſpired, and. as ſuch infallible. Though 
we, or an Angel from Heaven (lays 
St. Paul) preach any other Goſpel unto. 
you, than that which 55 Have received, 
let him be accurſed, Gal. i. 8. Even the 
Apoſtles working Miracles, even an An- 
8 from Heaven, was to be tejected, 
nay, to be accutſed; if he falſified or cor- 
rupted the pure Religion of Chriſt : Were 
ſuch a Thing to be conceived poſſible. 
And is the Church of Rome ſuperiour to 
the Apoſtles, to the Angels? Is She ſo? 
Ot was She ever ſo? Bur She (as I ſhall 
K ſhew 
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ſhew hereafter) has taught another Goſpel, 
directly contrary ro That of Chriſt. She 
therefore, who is ſo very liberal of her 

Anathema's, and Curſes upon Others, is 
Here herſelf „ with a Ven- 

eance, by One whoſe Authority She her- 
ef acknowhages to be Divine: Though, 
after all, in one, and That the beſt Senſe, 
ſuch a Perſon as I am now ſuppoſing, 
does not ſtand alone; while he differs 
from the whole World. For he has the 
divine Laws, the firſt Principles of Rea» 
ſon and Morality, God, and the holy 
Angels on his Side. 3 Vo 
 _ What firſt awakened Luther, was the 
moſt infamous and execrable Practice of 
Selling Indulgences ; that is, the Pope's 
encouraging People in their Wickednefs, 
upon Condition of Their giving Him ſo 
much Money. I ask, whether any one 


ſingle Perſon whatſoever, though the 
whole World were againſt him, had not 
a Right to cry out againſt ſuch an Abo- 


mination 2? 


Not 
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Not that Luther was the Firſt who de- 
clared againſt the Errors, and Corruptions 
of the Romiſh Church. Many a Stand 
had been made againſt them before his 
Time, by Berengarius, Wickliff, John 
Huſſe, Jerom of Prague, and ſeveral 
Others. 

For many Ages, indeed, Thoſe Cor- 
ruptions reigned with little, or no Con- 
troul. And here it will be worth while 
to obſerve, in Paſſing, what was the 
State of Religion, and Morality, durin 
Thar time; or indeed in all times, thoug 
not quite ſo much as Then, from That 
Period in which Popery may be faid to 
have been conſiderably eſtabliſhed, to the 
Dawn of the Reformation; i. e. from the 
Latter End of the Eighth Century, to the 
Beginning of the Sixteenth. According 
to the Account given of it by their x own. 
Writers, during That Time, eſpecially in 


— — 


-» 


* Sce them cited by Dr. Tillot on in his Rule 
of Faith. P. 718. to 722. and Dr. Cave, in his 
Chartophylax Eccleſcaſticus. Seculum Obſcurum. 
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the gth, 10th, 11th, 12th, and 13th Cen- 


turies, and yet moſt eſpecially in the 10th, 
when Popery was at its greateſt Height, 
and rode triumphant ; I ſay, during That 


"Time, according to their own Account, 


the groſſeſt Ignorance, Stupidity, Mad- 
neſs, Infatuation, Immorality, and Vice, 
overſpread the whole Papal World, from 
the Pope upon his Throne, to the meaneſt 
of the Laity. For 150 Years particularly, 
out of 50 Popes, there was ſcarce one 
but was a Monſter of Wickedneſs. The 
moſt infamous of Strumpets had Power 
enough to advance the Partakers of their 
Adulteries and Fornications to the Dignity 
of the Popedom; and They again ad- 
vanced Boys, and Panders, to Biſhopricks, 
and other Eccleſiaſtical Dignities. Many, 
if not the Generality, of the Clergy, were 
ſo ignorant, that they could neither write, 
nor read: The Monaſteries, Nunneries, 
and ſuch like Religious Houles (as they 
were called) were ſo many Stews, or 
Nurſeries of Lewdaeſs: And both Clergy, 
and Laity, ſeemed to contend, and ſtrive 
with each other, which of the two ſhould 


be 
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be moſt profane, debauch d, and, in all 
reſpects, vicious. Such was the State of 
the Holy Roman Catholick Church for 
about 700 Years; i. e. While ſhe ruled 
all, with little, or no Oppoſition, Which 
(by the way too) muſt needs give us an 
amiable Idea of That Religion; which, 
when left to itſelf, and having its perfect 
Work upon Men, naturally produces fuch 
Fruit in their Lives and Converſations, 
Now, would it have been any Crime, 
if a Noah in That wicked World, a Lot 
in That Sodom, had openly declared againſt 
its Vices, and preached Repentance? And 


would he not have had an undoubted 
Right to do ſo? Ves; to declare againſt 
Inmorality, but by no means againſt the 


— 1 


Authority of the Church. Why, in che 


Caſe we have been now repreſenting, 
it was the Authority of the Church that 


ſupported That Inmorality; and what 
ſhall | 


we do Then? Beſides; there is cer- 
tainly the ſame Right to declare againſt 
notorious Falſhoods' and Errors in I 


or Principles, as againſt Immorality, and 
Vice; againſt wicked Doctrine, as againſt 
„ wicked 


aitb, 
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wicked Practiſs. There is the ſame Rea- 
ſon for the Former, as for the Latter; or 


rather a much ſtronger. 


2dly. According to This Arguing of 


Theirs (as I before hinted, under the 
Head of Church-Authority, and Private 
Judgment) the Reformation of the Jewiſh 
Church by Chriſtianity was unlawful, and 
Chriſtianity itſelf a falſe Religion. When 
our Saviour preached upon Earth, the 
Fewiſh Nation in general, and the Go- 
vernours of their Church eſpecially, were 
moſt averſe to Him, and his Doctrine, 
and oppoſed Both with their utmoſt Power 
and Authority. Was it therefore unlaw- 
ful to embrace his Religion? If it was; 
Farewel Chriſtianity : If it was Not; Then 
we are not always bound to believe as 
the Church believes, nor to be always of 
the popular, and prevailing Side. It will 
be vain to alledge, that the Caſe is altered 
by our Saviour s Miracles, and heavenly 
Doctrine: For ſtill the Church condemned 
both his Doctrine, and his Miracles; the 
one as falſe, and blaſphemous, the other 
as wrought by the Devil, Notwithſtand- 


ws 
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ing his Doctrine, and Miracles, and in 
oppoſition to Boch, the Argument was, 
Have any of the Rulers, or of the Pha- 
riſees, believed on him? Bur T bis People 
(i. e. Thoſe who were embracing his Re- 
ligion ) who knoweth not the ; Ma are 
accurſed. John vii. 48, 49. So here is 
Church- Authority, and Church-Cunfing 5 
as r in the Stile of Rome, as if the 
| Judæa had been the Land of 
AF 


y. The firſt Reformers, Lnther, 
13 Melanchthon, Bucer, Calvin, 
Cc. were not inconfiderable Perſons; bur 
very far from it. They were ſome of the 
greateſt and moſt learned Men of theig 
Age; a he their Doctrines againſt 
Popery by 2 which were never 
yet anſwered ; though zealouſly, and 
hercely oppoſed. That they had their 
Faults and Errors, and in ſome Things 
differed from one Another, is an Argu- 


ment of no Weight: It may be urged 


againſt the Apoſtles, as well as againſt 
Thom, To — it . added, 1 
che v. eat „ and mo 
| * No LE * = 
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leamed Man of That Age, Eraſinus by 
Name, is well known to have been a 
Proteſtant in his Heart; He could never 
be prevailed with to write againſt Luther, 
in any of the great Points upon which 
Popery depends: And has Himſelf ſuffi- 
ciently expoſed many of its Follies, and 
Corruptions. 54 

Athly. The Refotmers, after all, did 
not oppoſe the whole Chriſtian World ; 
Though, if They had, That (as we have 
ſeen) would have been no juſt Prejudice 
againſt them. But, I fay, They really 
did not. For I muſt again put our Ad- 
verſaries in Mind, that they neithet are, 
nor ever were, the whole Chriſtian World ; 
nor any Thing like it. Even in Thoſe 
dark, and diſmal Ages, which I have 
above deſcribed, the Greek, or Eaſtern 
Churches had nothing ro do with the 
See of Rome, and never owned its Autho- 
Tonk and Laftly, When the Refor- 
mation ſpread ; whole Kingdoms, States, 
and Churches reformed themſelves by the 
ſupreme Act of the Legiſlature, by publick 


1 
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Authority, both Eccleftaſtical, and Civil. 
I fay, by Both: And That is enough te 
filence their idle Clamours, abour a State, 
or Parhament-Church, and Religion. 
The Reformation was not made by the 
Temporal Power only ; but by the Tem- 
ponal, and Spiritual Cine in Copjunion. 
nd is there, any thing irregular, ot abs 
ſurd in This? Surely rhe. Civil Governs 
ment has a Right and Authority to if 
the Church; and countenance true Nel. 
gion. Otherwiſe, Chat ſhall we ſay of 
the Reformation of the Jeiſb Church 
by Tofrab? Is he condemned for it in 
Seriprure ? Or is he not kighly applauded 
for it? And as to the Stare of Chiiſtia- 
nity; will the Church of Rome condernit 
Conſtatitine the Great for ſo far inrermed- 
dling in Religion, as to preſide at the 
Council of Nie, and WNT by his 
Edicts to ſappreſs. Arianiſm? Much the 
fame may be aid of all good Chiiſtian 
Princes in all Ages. And is it not agtee- 
able, both to Reaſon and Scripture, chat 
Human Laws ſhould enforce, and guard 
the divine ? This was always the * 
1 8 3 | " 
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q till the Papal Uſurpation : But now (it 
ſeems) it is allowable for the Pope to 
meddle even with Temporal Matters in 
the Dominions of other Princes; but not 
for T hem to meddle with. Spiritual ones, 
even in their own. -; __ p 
As for Henry VIII. They may take 
Him back to Themſelves ; for he is T hezrs, 
not Ours. It is true, he did ſome things 
which conduced to the Reformation; and 
was an Inſtrument of it, though he never 
intended to be ſo. I mean, he never in- 
tended to carry the Reformation ſo far 
[i as it went; being, in the main, a fiery, 
| and burning Zealot for the Romiſi Do- 
ctrines and Practices. And therefore 5 
much of the Reformation as He really 4; 


0 
id 
| intend, was not a Reformation of Reli- 

gion as ſuch; but a Change of ſome 

Things, in order to the Gratification of 
his own Paſſions, and the Advancement 
of his own temporal Intereſt. Not but 
that (as it will appear hereafter) what He 

did againſt the Pope he had ſufficient 

Right, and Authority to. do; whatever 
were his Deſign in doing it, or the Prin- 
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cipli upon which he acted. But aprolag | 


Him to have been wholly Ours, 
moreover to have been as wicked as They 
can imagine; Did they never hear that 
God's Providence often brings Good out 
of Evil, and turns even the Sims of Men 
to his own Glory? Did they never hear 
of his making wicked Princes his Inſtru- 
ments in executing his own molt wile 
and holy Purpoſes? The Queſtion be- 
tween us is of Things, not of Perſons : 
By wwhomſoever our Reformation was in- 
troduced, a true and real Reformation it 
is: That We inſiſt upon; That We pre- 
tend to prove: Let Them prove the Con- 
trary, if they are able. _ Ty 
| Beſides, and to put it at the worſt; 
King Henry VIII. was furely as good a 
Prince, and as good a Man, as the Em- 
—. Phocas, (if we may properly call 
im Emperour) who Firſt encouraged. 
the Pope's Supremacy. The Former at 


| leaſt had a moſt undoubred, and indiſpu- 


table Title to the Crown; .which the 
Other had no manner of Prerence to, 


© 


Wich 


| ONE © 
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With as little Reaſon (that we may 
here obſerve it by «he Way) do They 
object againſt our Reformation upon the 
Score of ſome Irregularities with which 
it might be attended; Exceſſes in ſom 
Places, Defetts in Others, and Faults in 
all. Admitting This to be true; It is 
Nothing to the Purpoſe. While Men are 
Men, it is ſcarce poſſible that even the 
Beſt of great Changes ſhould be effected 
without che Mixture of ſome Imperfection. 
As. Things nom ſtand, Our Religion is 
pure; Mens » maſt cornipe and de 
praved., 05 


And as to the Awtbority by which the 
Reformation was made; I have ſhewn 
it to be warrantable, and legal. 
No, ſay They; You, have ſhewn no 
ſuch Thing. For ſtill the pretended Re- 
formers rebelled agaiſt the Pope, who was, 
and is, Chriſt's Vicar on Earth; had, and 
has, an abſolute, uncontroulable Authority 
over all Churches. So we are come to 
That grand Article * he Tope s Supre- 
macy. This, indeed, is one of the Arti- 
cles of the Trem- Council; which I men- 

g tioned 


Part I, The Pope's Supremacy. 25 
tioned as ſome of the particular Doctrines 
of Popery : And accordingly it might very 
well be conſidered among T hem, But 
though in That Senſe it be particular; 
yet in Another, it is geyeral : Foraſmuch 
as it is of a moſt wide, and extenſive In- 
fluence. I ſhall therefore chuſe to diſcuſs 
it in This Place; to which, in truth, it 
moſt properly belongs. 


We anſwer, then; We had a Right, 
and Authority to reform, Ras Ys 
rhe pretended Supremacy of the Pope: 
For merely pretended it is; a mere Ty» 
ranny, and Uſurpation. Their Arguing 
from St. Peter's Supremacy over the Apo» 
ſtles, to That of the Pope over the Church, 
is groundleſs, and vain. For, iſt. St. Pe- 
ten Himſelf had no ſuch Supremacy. He 
might be, indeed, prime, or chief of the 
2 in ſome reſpects; as in perſonal 

orth, or Excellence ; in Reputation 
Eſteem; and, perhaps, as a Conſequence 
of Both, in Order, and Precedency : Bu 
all This infers not Authority, Command, 
Power, and Juriſdiction. And that He 
had none over Them, is evident. 0 * 

e 6 | 5 
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had; it cannot be conceived but that a 
Point of ſo vaſt Importance, would have 
been not only delivered in Scripture, but 
delivered in the plaineſt, and ſtrong Ex- 
preſſions: And particularly that the Higheſt 
Titles would have been given to St. Peter, 
ſuch as Arch- Apoſtle, Supreme of the Apo- 
files, or the like. We ſhould have had 
an Account of at leaſt one Appeal made 
to him; of at leaſt one Doubt, or Diſpute, 
(as there were ſome among the Apoſtles) 
determined and decided by Fim In ſhorr, 
of ſome Act or other denoting This Su- 
acy, and paramount Juriſdiction, 
Wheres, there * one Mord of all 
This in Scripture; but a great deal agar 
it. He himſelf in his Epiſtles is ſo far 
from aſſerting any ſuch Power (as he 
ought to have done, had he been inveſted 
with ſuch a Power) that he in effect diſ- 
claims it. The Elders which are among 
you I exhort ; who alſo am an Elder. 
1 Pet. v. 1. He exborts, not commands: 
He alſo is an Elder: i. e. as Others are. 
In the Original it is Zvwnpobrru@., Co- 
Elder. It is true, a Governor may exhort 
$75.8 | a Sub- 
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a Subject; but he does not only exhort ; 
He commands too: But where do we find 
St. Peters Commands to his Fellow- 
Apoſtles, or, indeed, to Any body elſe ? 
Though, I grant, he might juſtly com- 
mand any Members of the Church, ex- 
op the Apoſtles: But ſo might every 
other Apoſtle, as well as He. A Biſhop, 
it is likewiſe granted, calls his Presbyrers 
Brethren : Bur he exerciſes Authority over 
them too: Where does St. Peter 0 over 
the other Apoſtles? Our Saviour gave 
them all their Commiſſion jointiy, and 
equally : —— Go TE, and teach all Ni- 
tions, &c. Lo, I am with YOU a. 
ways, &c. Receive JE the Holy Ghoſt. 
—— Whoſeſoever Sins TE remit, they 
are remitted unto them; whoſeſoever Sins 
YE retain, they are retained. St. Paul 
aſſerts, that he is inferiour to none of the 
Apoſtles: Nay, there is in Scripture much 
more faid of Him, than of St. Peter ; 
particularly in Thoſe: Words of his own z 
— T hat which cometh upon me daily, 
the Care of All the Churches. 2 Cor. xi. 
28. And again, 1 Cor. vii, 17. So or- 
WE” dain 
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dain I in All Churches. If there were 
any ſupreme Apoſtle, one would think 
St. Paul, not St. Peter, were the Man. 
Again Our Saviour was ſo far mY 
ing Supremacy upon any One of the 

Apoſtle Fs hey” hae was a Strife 
among them which ſhould be the Greateſt ; 
He ſaid unto them, The Kings of the 
Gentiles exerciſe Lordſhip over them: But 
Te ſball not be fo ; but He that is greateſt 
among Don, kt bim be as the Tounger, 
and He that is Chief, as He that doth 
Serve. Luke xxi. 25, 26. And more 
plainly, Matth. xx. 26, 27. Whoſoever 
awill be (i. e. affects to be) great, and 
chief, — let him be your Miniſter, — your 
Servant. In fact, St. Peter never arro- 
gated That Authority to hitnſelf which 
the Romanifts would faſten upon him: 

80 far from it, that He ſubmitted to Au- 
thoruy. T hey that were of the Circum- 
tiflon called him to an Accobitit in the 
Caſe of Cornelius. Acts xi. And he laid 
before them the Reaſons of his Conduct 
in That Affair. He was, by St. Pau, 
withſtood to the Fare, beeauſe he was 10 be 
blamed: 


* 
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blamed : Gal. ii. 11. And he Was, upon 


a ſpecial Emergency, depured, as 4 Delle. 
& or Meſſenger, by ma of Apo- 
es; whoſe Authority therefore was ma» 

nifeſtly ſuperiour to His. Acts viii. 14. 
To Our Arguments from Scripture 

againſt St. Peter s Supremacy, no greater 

Strength can be added, than the Weak- 

neſs of Theirs for it. Such Proofs were 

ſurely never heard of. Out Saviour faid 
to That great * T hou art Peter, 
and upon this Rock I will build my Church. 

Marth. xvi. 18. By This Rock, many 

of the Ancient Fathers, and -Learned 

Writers, -and One of them too a Pope 

(before what we now call Popery was in 

Being ) underſtood not the Pen , by 


* Thus St. Chryſoſtom, * heodoret, Origen, 
and Pope Gregory the Great; of which 
laſt we ſhall have occaſion ro ſpeak more 
hereafter, -under This Article of the Pope's 


= 


Supremacy, Some interpret it of our Su⸗ 


* See Baro on the Pope's Supremacy; P. 56. 
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Piotr Him 1. But be it as our Adver- 
v 


faries would have it, that St. Peter's Perſon 
is the Rock here meant; the Metaphor of 
a Rock imports nothing of Juriſdittion. 
It means Stability, and Support, not Au- 
thority. But whatever be intended by it, 
the —4 is ſaid of all the Apoſtles, as 
well as of St. Peter. Though our Saviour 
in This Place had a particular Reaſon to 
mention Him particularly (viz. the Noble 
Confeſſion which he had juſt made) yet 
we are aſſured by St. Paul, that the 
Church is built upon the Foundation of the 
Apoſtles, and Prophets, Jeſus Chriſt him- 
ſelf being the chief Corner-Stone. Eph. ii. 
20. Beſides; No. Supr over the 
Apoſtles can poſſibly be inferred from 
Thoſe Words of our Saviour to St. Peter : 
Becauſe the Apoſtolical Office was conſti- 
tuted, and 85 Apoſtles choſen, before 
Thoſe Words were ſpoken; therefore 
could not, in vertue of T hem, be built, 


or founded upon Him. Or if This Ex- 


preſſion does denote any Eminency in 
St. Peter; it may very well be accounted 
for, with reſpect to his Perſonal Excel- 


lence, 


b 
8 
f 
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lence, and Worth; but infers nothing 12 


Authority of Furiſtiftion. 


Their next Argument is, in effect, the; 
ſame : From the very next Words of our 


Saviour. And I will give unto The the- 


Keys of the Kingdom 7 Heaven. Matth. xvi. 
19. But did This give him a Sup 1 


over the Apoſtles? Did He with Thoſe 
Keys admit Them into the Kingdom of 


Heaven (i. e. the Church) who were al- 
ready admitted into it; being long ſince 
called and choſen by dit Saviour Him elf 2 
All Parties underſtand the Power of the 
* , as equivalent to That of binding, 
750% ing: Which is added by our Sa- 
TRA" in Fe next Words. An —_ 
ever thou ſhalt bind on Earth, ſball be 


bound in Heaven; and whatſoever 1 
ſhalt 2255 on E arth, ſhall b 


Heaven. But This very Power is given 


to all the Apoſtles in the very: _ wor, 1 


Matth. xVii. 18. 


Their laſt Ane Ren Sciiphare/? is 


ſo frivolous; that I can ſcarce prevail 


with myſelf to mention it. Our Saviour 


laid to St. Peter, Fred my Sheep. But 
N73 * M2 was 


loofed in 
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Vas He therefore ſupreme over the A 
files ? Does Feeding the Sheep imply Su- 
premacy over the other Shepherds? Were 
not. all the Apoſtles to their- Lord's 
Sheep, as well as St. Peter? Nay, is it 
not the Office of all Chriſt's Miniſters, 
feriqur, as as well 2 riour, in lf Abs es, 
the World ?: more. might 
added « but: L am . of ſuch Tri- 
fling. "Yor the ſame Reaſon I ſhall not 
- anſwer. their curious ents. from - St. 
Peter's walking on the Sea; from his 
miraculous Drang bt: of Fiſhes; from the 
Change: of bis. 8 and many more 
Topicks of equal Weight. - For there is. 
ſcarce any thing remarkable which he did, 
or ſuffered', ſcarce. any thing eee! 
bee to Him, but They urge as 
ment of his Suptemacy. 1 10 
reins (ir 2 
er * upon. T his "Cub might 
cc aſſert the Primacy of St. John, and to 
That, purpoſe might, alledge his Prero- 
hes hir indeed may ſeem greater 


1 4 4 . l I" th * 
= * run 7 5387 22d 


* Barrow nu. Popes wee. P. 66. NA 7% 


. 
„ 
1 
> 

= 

J 
4 
4 

4 

P 


Part L. 7h he. Pope's Supremacy: 87 
than Thoſe of St. Peter) namely, That 
He was the beloved Diſciple; that He 
% leaned on our Lord's Breaſt ;, that 
&. Peter not preſuming to as = 1 
« a Queſtion, \ Led Him to do it, as 
« having a more ſpecial Confidence with 
* our Lord; that St. ohn did higher 
a 99 to "the Ch and all Poſte- 

not only more Epiſtles, 
0 1 41 a m_y divine Goſpel, and a. 
«* ſublime Propheſy concerning the State 
ccf the Church; that St. did. out- 
6 run Peter, and came; fit to the Sepul- 
ce chre (in which Paſſages ſuch acute N 
“ viſers would find out marvellous S 
« ficancy) that: He outlived all, the f 
6 ſtles, and Thence was moſt fit to be 
« ypiverſal/ Paſtor.— 

Beſides what I have alledg againſt 
each of their Proaſs in at, there i is. 
one general Anſwer: to: all of chem, and | 
That an unanſwerable one. ¶hatever 
be the Senſe of the Texts above- cited, ir 
cannot be I hat which the Romaniſts would 


put upon them. Our Saviour could not 


mean them ſo; becauſe He elſewhere. (as 


15, * we 


— 


86 The Pope's Supremacy, Part J. 
we have ſeen) forbids all Affectation of 
Prin.acy among his Apoſtles. Thoſe Apo- 
ſtles, and St. eter Himſelf, among the 
reſt, could nor underſtand ** ſo; be- 
cauſe (as we have likewiſe ſeen) the 80 
Tenour of their Writings, and Pratfices, 
| declares the Contra | 

To what has bes ſaid from Scripture, 

I will add one Argument from Reaſon ; 
as I find it urged by the excellent Author 
above-mentioned. * © If St. Peter had 
been appointed 3 of the Church; 

l —— that it ſhould have been re- 2 
iſite that he ſhould have of all 

I „ Apoſtles. For then [he means, if 
he had been Sovereign, and died 05 he 
actually did) before ſome one, or more 
of the 1 Apoltles] + either the Church 
« muſt have wanted a Head, or there 
c muſt have been an eaiceble Contro- 
« verly, who T hat Head was. St. Peter 
* died long before St. John (as all agree) 
and perhaps before divers others o the 
Apo es. Naos, after * e 


— 
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Part I, The Pope's Supremacy. 87 
« did the Church want a Head? Then 
cc it might before, and after, have None; 
&« and our Adverſaries loſe the main Ground 
cc of their Pretence. Did one of the Apo- 
« ſtles become Head? Which of them was 
«< it? Upon what Ground did he aſſume 
the Headſhip? Or awho conferred it on 
« him? Who ever acknowledged any ſuch 
thing? Or where is there any Report 
« about it? Was any other Perſon | not 
<« an Apoſtle | made Head? (ſuppoſe the 
“ Biſhop of Rome, who only pretendeth 
« thereto) then did St. John, and other 
« Apoſtles, become ſubject to one in degree 
6“ inferiour to them: Then what becom- 
« eth of St. Paul's firſt Apoſtles, ſecondly 
“ Prophets, thirdly Teachers? What do 
« all the Apoſtolical Privileges come to; 
4 when St. John muſt be at the Command 


ce of Linus, and Cletus, and Clemens, and 


« of I know not who beſides? Was it 
« not a great Abſurdity for the; Apoſtles 
© to — under the Paſtors, and Teach- 
« ers of Rome? Thus He; and if there 
were no other Argument againſt the Pope's 


Supremacy (as there are an hundred un- 
Ah. .. - anſ{werable 


anſwerable ones) This alone would, 1 


think, be ſufficient to determine the whole 


Controverſy. | 

- The ſame learned Writer has largely 
ſhewn, that the primitive Fathers, an 
the «whole Church of Chriſt for many, and 


Thoſe (according to the C onfe ſſion of All) 


the pureſt Ages, never dreamt of This Su- 
premacy in St. Peter, for which our Ad- 
verſaries contend. Some of them indeed 


give him very high Titles; but then They 


give as high, or higher, to Other Apo- 
es, St. John, St. James, and 
St. Paul : 


He; yea, none equal to Him. And Pope 
Gregory 
made Head of the Nations, becauſe he 
obtained Pyincipatum totius Ecclefs#, the 


again one would think, chat if there were 
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which Laſt particularly, 
St. Chryſoſtom ſays, None was greater than 


I. fays of him, That he was 


Principality of the Whole Church. Here 


any ſuch Monarch atriong the Apoſtles as 
our Adverſaries contend for; St. Paul, 


not St. Peter, ſhould be the Man; an 


That in the Judgment 


2dly, 


to boaſt of, But 


* 


| Miſtrious Popes the Church of Rove has 


of one of the moſt 


. 
* 
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part I. The Pope's Supremacy. 89 
Adly. Suppoſe St. Peter to have had 
ſuch a-Sopremacy, as we have demon- 
ſtrated he had Not; what is That to the 
Popes, or Biſhops of Rome: Why 
«St. Peter was Pope, or Biſhop of Nome; 
© and as to his Sueceſſors, the Conſequence 
«js evident. The Conſequence ſhall be 
conſidered hereafret: At preſent Tobſerve, 
that the Fuct wus never yer proved; nay, 
there is very ſtrong, Umolt' demonſtra- 
tive, Proof of the Contrary: It is allowed 
by All, chat (if he were ever Biſhop of 
Rome) He was Biſhop of Antioch firſt: 
I'mean' ſo'far as any Apoſtle might be 
called a Biſbop ; which indeed Was in- 
property, ahd not in the Senſe in which 
the Word is now uſed.” It is moreover 
terrain, and agreed by Every-body, chat 
St. Paul Was as much Biſhop of Name 
4s St. Pther. But now, according to che 
Canons, and conſtant Practiſe of che pri- 
mitive Church, a Biſbep could not remave 
from one See to another: And accordin 

to the Laws and Practiſe of all Churches 
n all Ages, as well as the Nature and 
Reaſort of the a cannot, and 

8 e never 

; 


Z 
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go The Pope's Supremacy- Part 1; 
never could be, two Biſbops of the ſame 
See, at the ſame Time. And is it to be 
conceived, that any Law ſhould be made 
by che Church contrary to the Practiſe of 
St. Peter ? But I have one Argument, 
which, I think, will utterly overthrow 
the Roms Pretenſions upon This Head. 

St. Peter were Supreme Governout of 
the Univerſal Chuch; it is abſurd, and 
impoſſible, that He ſhould. be Biſbop (as 
the Word is now uſed, and if They do 
not mean it ſo, They mean, nothing to 
the Purpoſe; I lay, it is impoſſible He 
ſhould be Biſhop) of Rome, or any other 
particular Church, or Dioceß. For can 
an Univerſal Goyernour be a, particular 
one ? It is a Contradiction. Can an Em- 
perour be a Proconſul of a Pvince? Or 
a King a Mayor of 4 nen As 
litle can a Prince, an abſolute Sovereign 
Monarch over all Biſhops, be a Biſh: 
of. any particular Place. For He wou 
Himſelf ; which is impoſſible. If They, 
ſay an Archbiſhop, | and much more a 
Patriarch, is a Govemour over, ore 
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Part I. The Pope's Supremacy. 91 
and yet a particular Biſhop himſelf; We 


anſwer, Let the Pope be content Win a 


r gooey: or even Patriarchal Power ; 
and (if That be all) I believe our Diſpute 


with him upon This Head would be over. 


But while he pretends that He is'a Sove- 
reign, Abſolute, Univerſal Monarch, and 
chat St. Peter was ſuch; che Atgumene 


ſtands juſt as I have repreſented t. Out 


Adverſaries therefore muſt either grant 
Apoſtles, and the whole Church; or that 


He was not Biſhop of Rome. Let chem 


chuſe which they pleaſe: | But 


ter was 8 „a8 They would have 
him ; and likewiſe Biſhop of Nome: It 


by no means follows, that He who! ſuc- 
ceeds a Man in his Biſbopreck, fricceeds | 


him in every thing elſe; Not in his Eftare, 
for Example, if He fad Any. For fure 
there is à mighty Difference between a 
Saccefſour, and an Heir: Nor dots an 
Heir fucceed Him, whole Heir he's; in 
all Things. Not in his perfonat Accomm 
pliſhenenrs, Power, Offices, G. Br de 
* „ He 


zdly, Suppoſe yer farther, thar St. "= 


* 
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91  T he Pope's Supremacy. Part I. 
his Heir, or Succeſſour, or Both, he may 
ſucceed him only in ſome Things; St, Pe- 
ter (Juppoling him to have been Biſhop 
of Rome) was alſo an Apoſtle: Does it 
therefore follow, that the next Biſhop of 
Rome was an Apoſtle? And ſo. down- 
wards? It is plain that whatever Emi- 
nency He had, it was either perſonal, or 
belonged to him as an Apoſtle; and con- 
ſequently was not derivable to the Biſhops 
of Rome, in vertug of their ſucceeding 
him as ſuch, | 
Achly, and Laſtly, It is notorious, and 
moſt evident from the whole Stream of 
Hiſtory, and the Writings of the Ancients, 
that in fact no Supremacy. of the Pope 
was ever heard of, or pretended to, till 
above 690. Years, after Chriſt : That the 
Biſhop of Rome was, till then, regarded 
as upon an © 44g Foot (in Point of Juriſ- 
diction) with other +Bifhops ; Witneſs 
(among. innumerable other Inſtances) the 
Behaviour of St. Cyprian, and Firmilian, 
to Pope Stephen; the Two Firſt charging 
the Laſt with Inſolence, Arrogance, Falſe- 
| hood; and Treaehery: Thar divers Popes 
4-4 "Td 


1 were 


2 
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-of Antichriſt, who ſhould, 
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* 
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were anathematized, and excommunicated, 


as Liberius, and Honorius, \ before named. 
Are Theſe Things conſiſtent wich "the 
Pope's Supremacy, and Univerſal: Mo- 
narchy over Chriſtendom? Great Honours, | 


it is true, were paid to the See of Rome; 


and very juſtly : Becauſe che City of Rame 
had for fo many Ages been the Seat of _ 


the Empire. But Honour, or Precedency, 
is one Thing; and Juriſdiction, or Au- 
thority, much more Supremacy, is quite 


another, Till the Period juſt now men- 
tioned, viz, The Beginning of the yth 
Century, the Title of Unwerſal Biſhop 
was never arrogated by Any. So far 


otherwiſe; that about That "ry Time, 


Pope Gregory I. commonly called the 


Great, grievouſſy complained , of. John 


Patriarch of Canſt autinople, far aſſuming 


it; and pronounced Him the Forerunner 
| arrogate- ſuch-a 
Title to Himſelf. And yet That Pope's 


next Succeſſour, but One, Boniface! III. 


laid Claim to it, and had it conferred up- 


on him by That Monſter, of Villany 
Phecas, who, from a Rleheian, tade hini- 


. 


were never 


„% e Pope's Supreme. Fat 
ſelf Emperour, having murdered his Ma- 
ſter the Emperour Mauritius, with his 
Wite, and Children, He, I fay, it was 
who firſt gave the Title of Oerumeniral, 
or Univerſal Bifoop, to the Pope of Rome, 
28 it is natural for one Tyrant and Uſurper 
to countenance the Pretenſions of Another. 
How Thoſe Pretenſions have by Fraud 
and Violence, by Wars, Treachery, and 
Murder, by the Follies, Vices, Diſtreſſes, 
or Intereſts of Tem | . been 
fince ſupported, more, or leſs, (for I. 

4 any where fully 2 
it would be 1 ask to * — 
What has been faid, though very briefly, 
may ſuffice ro fhew, that the r Bi 
Premacy is a groſs L farpatiou; and that 
the Arguments to defend it, are ſupported 
2 downright Impudence, and nothing 


I have hitherto been arguing with Thoſe, 
who' roundly aſſert the Pope's Supremacy 
in the higheſt and frongeft Terms. As 
for Thoſe who maintain it in # certain 
Senſe, i. e. a mitted one; Their Notion 
labours with infoperable Difficulties and 


Incon= 


pany The Bope's Supremanys Is 
laconſiſtencies. For We may put the 
ſame Queſtion to Them, upon This Sub- 
ject, as our Saviour did tothe eps, cons 
cerning the Bapti tf of John: The Pope's 
. is it from Heaven, or of Men} 
roo en; the Arguments for it from 
re are all ſer aſide; And moreover, 

the divine Right is dwindled into 
a human ont, If Som Heaven; What 
Patgoy upon Harth can limit a divine Au- 
thority 2 3 therefore, at preſent, 
the! Arguments from Scripture, for This 
Sup to be firm; and) conclulaye4 
e has the ſame Scriptute ſet Bounds 
apy For Nothing but Seripture ran, 
Or more clearly Thus: Either chte Argue 


ments fot it from Scripture ear” and 


concluſive 0 they Are Not. 


ate Not; ker is e A Din 


rates. kicks wy the Pope any 3 
macy, mg Joe? That 


alledged to prove doch za Limiten. 
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Theſe Refiners, and Diſtinguiſhers, upon 
the Supremacy; therefore, have not in the 


leaſt mended the Matter: -Fhey muſt 
grant All, or None: There is no Me- 
wm/ The Pope is either Supreme in 
the by gbeſt Senſe, or not in Any: - 
Thar by throwing off His Tyranny, 
and the other Corruptions of T hat Chur 
we loſt not our Miniſterial Orders bas 
Some of our Adverſaries pretend) but that 
our Bifhops are duly conſecrated, and our 


Prieſts and Deacons duly ordained, has 


been long ſince proved to a Demades g 
tion ; eſpecially by two * learned Writers 
of Our own Church, and "Oy _y by 


one of Theirs . 
In ſhort, we freed outſelves from His 


Tyrantiy, by rejecting his pretended Su- 
and from the Devil's, by fe- 


premacy; 
Jang boch 7 bat, and the her! Corrup- 


tions of Popery. Which btings me ». 


the Second Part of my Undertaking ; in 


which I am to conſidet cheir particulr 
Dodtrines and Practiſes. 34 


> ROY * 


* 22 and Brambal]. 7 . of a Book entitled, 
a Validite des Ordinations 483 Anglois. _ 
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bat Peace, ſo long as the Whoredoms of 
thy Mother Jezebel, and ber W itch- 


coats, are ſo many ?, 


£ ths Aving diſpatched the Firſt Part 


Church of Rome, and conſi- 
— dered her general Doctrines ; 
Linas now to diſplay, and lay open, her 
partecular Corruptions both in Doctrine, 
and Practiſe. And This I chuſe to do 
from the Words wo to Joram, which 
1 have juſtnow and which are very 


e 0 | appli- 


of our Controverſy with the 


98 The particular Doctrines. Part II. 
pplicable to our preſent Purpoſe. When 
44 ask Us, Why we do not 
unite with Them; and ſubmit ourſelves 
to Their holy Mother (as They call her) 
the Church of Rome, at leaſt for Peace- 
ſake, and for the obtaining ſo valuable a 
Bleſſing, as univerſal Concord and Union 
among Chriſtians ; Our Anſwer is, We 
cannor, even for That, comply with 
Things «nlawful, and abominable : There- 
fore the Breach of Peace is chargeable 
upon Them, not upon Us. What Peace, 
fo long as the Whoredoms of thy Mother 
Jezebel, and her Witchcrafts, are ſo many? 
The Way being cleared, by what has been 
faid, of their General Doctrines; and In- 
fallibility, Papal Supremacy, all falſe Rea- 
ſonings from Church-Authority, Catholi- 
ciſm, Indefectibility, c. being ſer aſide; 
we can now argue with them upon an 
equal Foot, W 4 Things by the plain 
Standard of Reaſon, and Scripture. _ 
And, Firſt, For the Articles and Defi- 
nitions of the general Council of Trent; 
as it is commonly, and moſt improperly 
called. For it was ſo far from being a 
| general 
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general Council; that it was a pack'd 
Cabal of the Pope's Creatures, prejudiced 
by 8 and judging in their own 
Canſe. In Pope Pius IV's Creed (which, 
as I ſaid, contains the Quinteſſence of That 
Council's Doctrine) we have, 


I. Their Seven Sacraments. If They 
admit of our Definition of a Sacrament, 
wiz. © That it is an outward viſible Sign 
of an inward ſpiritual Grace, ordained 
« by Chriſt himſelf, &. and that it is 
generally neceſſary to Salvation; Tis plain, 
and They muſt own, that there are but 
Two, © That is to fay, Baptiſm and the 
« Supper of the Lord. Theſe only are 
inſtituted by oy as Federal Rites ; corre- 
ſponding to Thoſe of the Jews, Circumciſion, 
and the Paſſover ; and Theſe only are 
generally neceſſary to Salvation. Of the 
other Five, which They have added, One, 
viz. Extreme Tuction, is neither a Sacra- 


ment, nor any 7 bing elſe, in true Reli- 
gion; but a mere wot em of their own, 


grounded 8 0 a groſs Miſinterpretation 


of one ſingle Text of Seripture. Is any 
NA © fk 
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fick among you (ſays St. James) let him call 
for the Elders of the Church, and let them 
pray over hm, anomting him with Oil in 
the Name of the Lord : And the Prayer 
of Tait h ſhall ſave the Sick, and the Lord 
ſhall raiſe hm up. James v. 14, 15. To 
omit many other Particulars which might 
be atledged ; It is plain This was in order 
to reſtore a ſick Perſon to his Health, not 
to fit him for another World, when he was 
in the Article of Death: Which, Latter, 
according to the Papiſts, is the Deſign of 
Extreme Unction. As to the other Four; 
Orders indeed were inſtituted by Chriſt; 
but not as a Sacrament: They belong 
only to one Set, or Claſs of Men, there- 
fore are not generally neceſſary; i. e. to 
be received by all. Of What inward ſpi- 
ritual Grace are Orders a, Sign? They 
confer a Commiſſion indeed; but Grace 
they neither give, nor are a Sign of. Ma- 
trimony belongs only to one certain State 
of Life, and to ſome certain Perſons; 
Therefore is not generally neceſſary to 
Salvation, nor indeed at all neceſſary. 
It was not ordained by Chriſt; And that 

1 RA 4 x 


j 


it either confers, or is a Sign of an invi- 


feble ſpiritual Grace, No- body ſure wilt 


affirm. Penance was not ordained by 


Chriſt; is not generally neceſſary; nay, 


is not at all neceſſary to Salvation; nor 
is it any outward viſible Sign of any 


inward ſpiritual Grace. What ſeems to 


come neareſt to the Nature of a Sacra- 
ment (as above dehned) is CO - 
Bur even This was not ordaine 

has no ſacramental Matter, as Water in 


Baptiſm, and Bread and Wine in the Eu- 


chariſt: In a Word, it is only a Ratifica- 
tion of Baptiſm, and the baptized Perſon s 


renewing his Vow made in it: Which, 


according to our Definition, cannot amount 
to a Sacrament. | 


If therefore they will not admit our De- 


finition of a Sacrament (and I confeſs the 
Word, like other Words of this Nature 
eſpecially, has been uſed in various Senſes) 
I ſhall not enter into a mere Logomachy, 
or Strife about Sounds and Phraſes 5 They 


may call Orders, Marriage, Penance, and 


Confirmation, Sacraments, if They pleaſe ; 
Wie ſhall not quarrel with them upon 


. Thats" - 
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by Chriſt; | 
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That ; provided we may be allowed to 
inſiſt, "that They are not Sacraments in 
the ſame Senſe, or upon the ſame Foot, 
with Baptiſm, and the Supper of the Lord; 

Provided too they do not (as the Council 
of Trent does) curſe to Hell all thoſe 
who do not call them ſo, and who think 
it not neceſſary to & abvation, to believe a 
Doctrine, or rather to uſe 4 Phraſs, which 
was never thought of in the Chriſtian 
Church, till it was hammered our in the 
Schools, and dreſſed up by Peter Lom- 
bard ; when Chriſtianity had been above 
1100 Nears in the World. Setting aſide, I 
ſay, Theſe Injunctions, and Theſe Curſes ; 
I * their Doctrine of the Seven Sacra- 
ments to be the moſt tolerable of all their 
Corruptions; and to be rather impertinent 
and morbide, than wicked and geteſta- 
ble. But the next to be conſidered is 
of a quite different Complexion : And 


That”... 
I. Tranſi ubſt antiation, and the Propi- 


 Hatory Sacrific Ts the Maſs. Deplorable 
it is to a „what Miſery and Confu- 


ſion ſo great a part of the Welker World 
has 


* 
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has ſuffered, for the ſake of That long, 
barbarous, fantaſtical, ridiculous Word ! 
Bur I recall the Expreſſion : Twas not 
for the Word ; but for the Money- and 
Power that was gotten, and ſecured by it. 
But to the Point; To obviate an Ob- 
jection which Some make, as if - age, in 
Effect, maintain d the ſame Doctrine, by 
aſſerting a real Preſence of Chriſt's Body 
and Blood in This Sacrament ; I anſwer 
iſt. We do not make Uſe of That Ex- 
preſſion. It it be urged, that we main 
rain the Senſe of it, by ſaying that the 
Body and Blood of Chriſt are verily and 
indeed talen; I anſwer, 2dly. Ir follows 
in the next Words, by the Faithful, i. e. 


as ſuch ; which is the ſame as to ſay by + | 
Faith. And That plainly means that we 
receive them, only in a ſþiritual, not in 


a corporeal Senſe. And T his we do we- 
rily aud indeed, i. e. we really, and truly 


receive them in a ſpiritual Senſe. 3dly. 
Whatever is meant by the Expreſſion ; 
our Church, at the End of the Commu» 
nion-Office, and in her 28th Article, has 
ſufficiently explained herſelf, as ro This 
5 Matter; 
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Matter; 3 what ſhe does not mean 
by it, and expreſly rejecting the Doctrine 


of Tranſubſtantiation. To proceed there- 


fore; That the Bread and Wine in the 
Euchariſt ſhould, by the Conſecration of 
the Prieſt, be changed into the true and 


real Body and Blood of Chriſt, is contrary 


ro Scripture, to Reaſon, and to our Sen- 


ſes; and the Uſes made of this Doctrine, 


are Idolatrous, and Blaſphemous in Them- 


ſelves ; Scandalous to. our holy Religion, 


and to be abborred by all Chriſtians. Our 


Saviour, it is true, did affirm of the Bread, 
that it was hrs Body, and of the Wine, 
that it was his Blood ; notwithſtanding 


which, the Doctrine of Tranſubſtantiation 
is contrary to Scripture : nay, it is con- 
trary to That very Text upon which they 


build it; And the only Paſſage they 


alledge from Scripture to prove it, if duly 
examined, entirely overturns it. This is ny 


Body which is & given, or + broken; — 


T his is my Blood which is ſhed. — Now 


if our Saviour meant This in a Hhteral, 


—_—— 


* Luke xxii. 19. Þ+ 1 Cor. Xi. 24. 
3 | Der 
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or proper Senſe ; it was not true. For 


his Body was not yet given, or broken; 
nor his Blood yet ſhed. Therefore he 
muſt mean it figuratively ; and conſe- 
quently the Doctrine of Tranſubſtantia» 
tion is falle. 0 | 


And indeed how is it poſſible he ſhould: 


mean it _ otherwiſe ? Is it not à plain 
Dictate of Reaſon, and agreed to by Every 
body, that all Expreſſions, in all Authors, 
muſt be taken figuratively z if, according 


to the Nature of the 7 hing ſpoken of, 


they cannot be taken literally : And 
according to Thar, is it not impoſſible 
that Theſe Words of our Saviour ſhould. 
be taken literally? Could the Bread 
which lay upon the Table, be his real 
Body; when his real Body was ſitting 
before . it? Could the Wine be his 
real Blood; when his real Blood was 
in his Veins? Could he, with his own 
Hands, give away himſelf 2 . Nay, give 
himſelf to himſelf, as well as to others? 


the Elements are, by our Saviour, and 
St. Paul, called Bread, and the Fruit of. 
3 * 


Eat himſelf, and drink himlſelk ? Beſides; - 
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tbe Vine, even after Conſecration. Mat. 
XXV1. 29. 1 Cor. x. 17. Xi. 26, &c. 
Therefore did nor loſe their Nature by it. 
And had not the Apoſtlbs underſtood the 
Words, as ave do ; They who, upon other 
Occaſions, were ſo inquiſitive, and ſome- 
times incredulbus, would doubtleſs have 
asked ; Lord, how can This Bread be thy 
Body, or This Wine thy Blood? But They 
were too Wile to ask ſo impertinent a Que- 
{tion : Nay, they had been Unwiſe, and 
Abſurd, if they had; the Thing being plain 
to common Senſe, at firſt Hearing. They 
had heard their Maſter uſe much harſher, 
and more obſcure Similitudes; and yet 
very well underſtood: him. Nay, This 
is ſo eaſy, and obvious a one; that it is 
2 uſed by all Sorts of Writers, 
and even by the Vulgar in common Diſ- 
courſe. Should a Man ſay, pointing to a 
Bundle of Parchments, There lies my 
Eſtate; would any One be fo ſtupid as 
tro think he meant, that the real Acres of 
his Land, the real Stones and Timber of 
his Houſes, his real Money and Goods, 
were contained in them? Another, point- 
Ten x x ing 


Part II. Tranſubſtantiation. roy 
ing to a Picture, ſays, That is Queen 
Elizabeth: Is there any Mortal Earth, 
but a natural Fool, who would think he 
meant her real Perſon ; and yet would not 
full as well underſtand him, as if he ſaid, 
T hat is Queen Elizabeth's Picture 2 No 
leſs plain is it, that when our Saviour ſaid, 
He meant, Theſe = the Signs, 
Symbols, Repreſentations, of my Body, 
2 — che ſame Breach he — 
T his Cup is the New Teſtament: Our 
Adverſaries themſelves, I ſuppoſe, will 
grant, that uſing another very common 
Trope, by the Cup he means the ine 
contained in it : But, however, - will they 
fay that either the Cup, or the Wine, was 
really the New Teſtament ? If ſuch Ex- 
ons as Theſe are to be literally under- 
ood ; then our Saviour was not meta- 
phorically, but really, and truly, a Rock, 
a Door, a Way, a V ine, and many other 
. For he is called by ſuch Names 
in holy Scripture. n 


P 2 Again; 


— — — — — ———— . ũꝑſ . ĩ Ä — 


= 
1 
e CB OOO. 
_- — — — — - — — — —— 8 


108 Fryanſulſtantiation. Part II. 
Again; If the conſecrated Elements be 
his real Body, and Blood: He has innu- 
| merable Bodies at the fame time; or his 
; one Body is in innumerable Places at the 
ſame time. The Firſt is monſtrouſſy ab- 

ſurd ; The Second a flat Contradiction; 

Both impoſſible. 

But there is an Argument ſtill behind, 

which one would think ſhould ſuperſede 

all others; And That is the Teſtimony of 

our — It is not, it cannot be, as our 
Adverſaries ſay it is; becauſe we ſee, feel, 

Fmell, and taſte the Contrary. To argue 
againſt our * (as They do) is ſuch 
. Impudence; that We had Need 
have more than ordinary Patience to en- 
dure it: If We cannot believe our Eyes, 
we can be ſure of Nothing: If this be the 
Caſe, Chriſtianity itſelf has loſt the great 
Evidence upon which it is eſtabliſhed; I 
mean That of Miracles: For what is 
Working a Miracle, but an Appeal to the 
Senſes? So that to eftabhſh Tranſubſtan- 
Hation, is to deftroy the Chriſtian Reli. 


gion. 


If 
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If we cannot be ſure that what we ſee, 
is what it appears to be; to what purpoſe 
do either We, or They, read is quote 
the Scriptures? How do we know that 
the Words which we read are really there? 
And among others, Thoſe Words, T his 
is my Body? In ſhort; Either we muſt 
believe our Senſes, or we muſt not. If 
we muſt; the Elements in the Euchariſt 
are certainly Bread, and Wine, not a hu- 
man Body, and Blood: If we mult not; 
we cannot prove that there are any ſuch 
Words in the Bible, as This is my Body; 
upon which (though falſely) the Doctrine 
we are conſidering is founded. So that 


Tranſubſtantiation deſtroys itſeff, as well 


as the Scriptures, and the Chriſtian Reli- 
gion. _ 


concerning it, by telling us it is a Myſte- 
9 and * muſt — it, — 
o not — hoaw it 1s. I anſwer; 
It is not a Myſtery : I clearly and per- 
fectly underſtand it; not ho it is, I con- 
feſs, but that it is not; I clearly and per- 
fectly underſtand that it is abſolutely im- 
6 poſſible. 


But they _ to ſilence all Reaſonings 
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ible. When therefore they us 
ory the Doctrine of the 71 2 
That, and | Tranſubſtantiation, upon the 
ſame Foot; They do what they are upon 
all Occaſions much addicted to, that is, 
' Undermme Chriſtianity, in _ to Sup- 
— s the Anti- Trinitarians, 
* other hand, by the ſame ſort of 
Arguing, Support Popery, in order to 
Undermine Chriſtianity. You believe the 
Trinity, ſay the Former; awhy not Tran- 
ſubſtantiation ? You beheve not Tranſub- 
ſtantiation, ſay the Latter ; why the Tri- 
nity? I anſwer to Both (as I have for- 
merly done upon another Occaſion, & and 
leave to do it in the fame Words) 
1ſt. © Becauſe the One is very frequently, 
4 and plainly, revealed in Scripture; the 
* Other not at all; ſo far from it, that 
4 it is contrary to Scripture. 2dly. Be- 
© cauſe the One is not contradictory either 
« to Reaſon, or our Senſes; The Other 
is contradictory to Both. In the Do- 
« ctrine of the Trinity, it is not ſaid that 
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C Three 


Preſervative. Vol. I. Diſc. II. 
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« Three are One, ſpeaking of the ſame 
<. Thing, or Reſpect; not that Three Per- 
« ſons are One Perſon, or Three Gods One 
© God; which would be a Contradi&ion 
indeed; but that Three Perſons are One 
« God, or (Which is the fame, though 
© more plainly expreſſed) that in che 
Unity of the Godhead, three Perſons 
H are included; which is no Contradi- 
« &ion, nor any thing like it: Any 
more than it is to ſay, that there are 
three Lines in one Triangle. But it is 
© thorough one to ſay, that a Piece of 
Bread is a human Body; of that the 
ſame human Body can be in ten thouſand 
different Places, nay all over the World, 
© at the ſame time. zdly. In the Do- 
« ctrine of Tranſubſtantiation, the Sub- 
ject before Us is not only a Finite Be- 
9 ing, but an Object of our Senſes; the 
© outward Qualities or Accidents of which 
ve fo plainly perceive, and know, that 
if we cannot be fure of Theſe Things, 
we can be ſure of Nothing: But ix 
That of the Trinity, the Subject is the 
Nature of God, which (let us take ir 
* 


— — 


— 
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_ © how we will, even ſuppoſing there were 
© no Trinity) is Inviſible, Infinite, In- 
« comprehenſible; and conſequently it is 
© no Wonder there ſhould be Myſteties 
F concerning it. Nay, it is impoſſible 
it ſhould be otherwiſe. 
+ To ſhew the extreme Folly of Tran- 
ſubſtantiation; it may be worth while 
juſt to take notice of the ridiculous Caſes 
put, and Queſtions diſcuſſed, by the Main- 
trainers of it, concerning . ſeveral Contin- 
gencies which may befal the Sacrament : 
As, if a Beaſt, Bird, or Vermin, ſhould 


eat it; It a hy ſhould fall into the Cup, 


Cc. what is done, or to be done? 
Problems ſo deſpicably childiſh z that, if 
there were no other Conſequence of This 
ſtrange falſe Doctrine, it would be mere 
Matter of our Scorn, and Nothing elle. 
But our Contempt is turned into Dete- 
ation; when we conſider the . horrid 
Wickedneſs of it, both in ſelf, and in 
its Conſequences. What can be more 
blaſphemous, as well as a greater Contra- 
diction, than to ſay, that Man makes 
God? For though we haye all along ar- 
. gued 


- 
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gued concerning his Body and Blood on- 
ly ; yet the Creed of Pope Pius IV. ſays, 
* that in the moſt holy Sacrament of the 
Euchariſt, there is truly, really, and ſub- 
ſtantially, the Body, and Blood, together 
with the Soul, and Divinity, of our Lord 
Jeſus Chriſt. And their conſtant Doctrine 
is, that all depends upon the Intention of 
the Prieſt: For without T hat there is no 
Sacrament at all. Then what Diſhonours, 
according to This profane Suppoſition, 
muſt the Body of Chriſt endure ?. I only 
ask them one Queſtion ; Will their conſe- 
crated Elements, by long Keeping, putrify, 
and corrupt, or will they not ? If They 
anſwer, they will Not; We deſire them 
to let Us, Go our Conviction, make the 
Experiment. If They anſwer the other 
Way, as I ſuppoſe They will; I ask again, 
whether it be not the Height of Impiety, 
as well as Abſurdity, to — This of 
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* In ſanctiſſimo Euchariſtiz Sacramento eſſe 
vere realirer; & fubſtantialiter Corpus, & Sangut- 
nem, una cum Anina & Divinitate Domini No- 
ſtri ſeſu Chriſti, Artic. 17. 

Q Chriſt's 
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Chriſt's real glorified Body, and Blood ? 
Then can any thing be more impious, 
and full of Horronr, than eating the real 
Body, and drinking the real Blood of out 
dear Saviour, and Redeemer ? Is it not 
worſe than the inhumane Sacrifices of the 
worſt Heathen? And if This Change 
which they contend for be not really made, 
as we _ _ it is not; are they not 

il ols Idolatry, in worfhippi 
7 Pore Bread, =s They 2 22 
Elevation of the Hoſt > 

Nor are they leſs guilty of horrible 
Prop haneneſs and Blaſphemy, by aſſercing 
and ſweating (for every Article of Pius s 
Creed is profeſſed upon Oath) thar This 
is a proper, and propitiatory Sacrifice 
the ck, and Dead. 4 * 
moſt evident from Scriptute, that This 
Aſſertion is highly derogatory to the Me- 
rits, and Satisfaction of our Bleſſed Sa- 
viour, whoſe one Oblation of Himſelf once 
offered upon the Croſs was alone propi- 
tiatory; (See Heb. vii. 27. Heb. ix. 12, 
26, 28. Heb. x. 12, 14.) That in the 
| | Euchariſt 
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ſtance, which I will give you in the Words 


tion, ata, © 
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Euchariſt being only Commemorative : Do 
T bis in Remembrance of me. | 
How great a Scandal This monſtrous 
Doctrine reflects upon our common Chri- 
ſtianity, may appear from one ſingle In- 


of a learned Writer. It is a very 
* ſevere Saying of Averroes the Arabian 
* Philoſopher (who lived after This Do- 
cCFtine was entertained among Chriſtians) 
« and * to make the Church of 
« Rome bluſh, if ſhe can: I have tra- 
e welled ( ſays he) over the World, and 
« have found divers Sects: but fo ſottiſb 
« a Seft, or Law, I never found, as is 
« the gelt of the Chriſtians ; becauſe with 
© their own Teeth they devour their God 
* aphom they aworſhip '. Were all Chri- 
ſtians Papiſts, as This wiſe Heathen ima- 
gined; The Reflection would have been 


juſt, and unanſwerable. 


Laſtly, Tranſubſtantiation was utterly 


' unknown to the primitive Church : Never 
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Tillatſaus Diſcourſe againſt Tranſubſtantia- 
Q2 thought 
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thought of (unleſs by the Eutychian He- 
reticks) 'till near $00 Years after Chriſt. 
The ancient Fathers called the Euchariſt 
an unbloody Sacrifice; which it could not 
be, if Chriſt's real Blood were in it. One 
of their Anſwers to the Eutychians, is 
grounded upon a Syppoſal that the Ele- 
ments in That Sacrament are as truly 
Bread and Wine, after Conſecration, as 
before; which indeed They, in many 
Places, exprelly aſſert. When the Primi- 
tive Chriſtians were accuſed by the Hea- 
then of eating human Fleſh in their Sacri- 
fices; They anſwered, This was fo far 
from being true, that They eat no Fleſb 
ar all. I might produce the Words of 
many ancient Writers (and one of them a 
Pope, Gelaſius by Name) directly againſt 
This Doctrine. But I need not; becauſe 
our Adverſaries Themſelves acknowledge 
that it is New: * And muſt give us 
Leave to infer that Therefore it is 
Falſe. ; aa! 


* See Tillotſon's Diſcourſe againſt Tranſubſtan- 
tiation. 2 306, * 25 a 
Theſe 
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Theſe are the inſuperable Difficulties, 
ſuch is the Abſurdity, and Folly, the 
Nonſenſe, and Self-Contradi&tion, the. 
Impiety, and Blaſphemy, of Tranſubſtan- 
tiation: Such is its Contrariety to Scrip- 
ture, and Antiquity, to Reaſon, and Re- 
ligion, to common Senſe, and even to 
our outward Senſes. M uch Learning, 
and Wit, Subtilty, and Sophiſtry, has, 
2 been employed to ſoften and ſalve 
; Bur in vain: The unwieldly Wei 
Gil ue It is (as Archbiſhop T illot- 


ſon e ener 2. ) lile a Milftone hung 
bp the Neck of Popery — will fuk 


it at laſt. 


III. The next Anide i is Communion in 


one Kind; or, denying the Cup to the 


Laity. Our Saviour plainly inſtituted 
and adminiſtred This Sacrament in both 
Kinds. True, ſay ſome Papiſts; but 
That was only to the Apoſtles nd; ſo af- 
fects not the Laity. But beſ des that 
much might be alledged, roving the 
Apoſtles not to have been Then Eccle- 
ſiaſticks, or Clergy, and the Commiſſion 
Eu Ik 
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in which the ſtanding Miniſters of the 
Church ſucceed them, not to have been 
given them till after our Saviour's Reſur- 
rection; Matth. xxviii. 18, 19. John xx. 


21, &c. This A will as much 
| deprive the People of the Bread, as of the 
Cup: It therefore proves too much, and 
conſequently proves nothing. But ſure 
St. Pau well underſtood our Saviour's 
Meaning; and does he not write to Laics, 
when he ſays, As often as ye eat of T bis 
Bread, and drink of T his Cup? 1 Cor. xi. 
26. Does he not plainly ſpeak of Chri- 
ſtians in general, when he fays, Let a 
Man examine himſelf, and ſo let him eat 
of That Bread, and drink of T hat Cup? 
v. 28. Could the whole Church of 
Chriſt be /gnorant of his Meaning for 
1900 Years together? For it was ſo long, 
before This Popiſh Doctrine, and Practiſe 
was heard of. 

But we need not labour This Point; The 
Church of Rome acknowledges that our 
Saviour inſtituted in both Kinds; and that 


the primitive Church ſo adminiſtered; and 
then, with a Modeſty peculiar to herſelf, 


puts { 
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puts her Non-obftante upon Both. Al- 
* though ( ſays the Council of Conſtance *) 
Chriſt adminiſtered under both Kinds 
© of Bread and Wine; tamen hoc non ob- 
* ftante—Yer notwithſtanding This, e. 
And although in the primitive Church 
« the Sacrament (if That be the Meaning 
of the ſtrange Expreſſion hujuſmods Sas 
cramentum) was received by the Faith» 
ful under both Kinds; yet we com- 
« mand, under Pain of Excommunication, 
< that no Presbyter adminiſter to the Peo- 
ple under both Kinds of Bread and 
« Wine.” This, indeed, is home, and 
to the purpoſe. Our Saviour (as much 
as Any one can ſpeak by his Words, and 
Actions too) ſays it ſhall be ſo; The 
Church of Rome poſitively ſays, chat, 
notwithſtanding This, it ſhall not be fo. 
Does not This make the Ears of every 
Chriſtian tingle? After This, I need not 
take Notice of her ſetting aſide the Autho- 
rity of the primitive Church: No wonder 


* 
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ſhe did That, when ſhe had before ſex 


aſide the Authority of our Saviour. 

Than which if any thing could be 
more impious, and profane; it would be 
her giving ſuch Reaſons for it as ſhe does. 
The Wine, forſooth, may turn ſour ( it 


ſeems then, by the way, it is not the real 


Blood of Chriſt) may be, nay ſometimes 
unavoidably muſt be, ſpilt, or ſtick in 
the Beards of the Laity, Cc. which can- 


not be, without Irreverence and Sacri- 


lege As for the Force of theſe Reaſons, 
They 


are too childiſh to be anſwered ; 


but for the Profaneneſs of them, What 


can be more impious and blaſphemous 
than to ſuppoſe = our Saviour, by in- 


ſtituting the Sacrament in both Kinds, (as 


They acknowledge he did ) unavoidably 
expoſed his own Blood to Irreverence, 
and Sacrilege ? On the Contrary, the Sa- 
crilege is 7 heirs, in denying the Cup to 
the Laity; and is declared to be ſo by 
one of their own Popes, Gelaſſius 
again; who commanded, that Thoſe 


who would not receive the Wine, ſhould 


be denied the Bread likewiſe. 


We 
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We may very well add, that hays 
Ye Body rnd of our Saviour be 
equally valuable, and equally neceſlary 
to our Salvation; yet (as if it were 
on fore to obviate This Corruption 
of the Romaniſts) in Scripture the Latter 
is oftener mentioned, a ſtronger Em- 
phaſis laid upon it. 7 he Blood of Chriſt 
cleanſeth us, & c. Propatiation through 
his Blood Saved through: his Blood: 
with innumerable Paſſages of the ſame 
Kind. Of the Bread our Saviour only 
ſays, Take, ent: But of the Cup, Drink 
ge All of it. Then again, Tale, eat; 
T his is my Body, is not ſo ſtrong, and 


emphatical, as, Drink ye all of The; 


For T his is my Blood 2 tbe New T eftd- 
ment, Which is ſhed for many, for the Re- 
miſſon of Sins. Matth. xxvi. 17, 28. 

But if we will admit of Theit Nizeties, 
and \Refinements; we have all this while 
been upon a wrong Bottom: The pretty 
Doctrine of Cbncomituncy is to ſalve tlie 
Whole Matter: The Blood is in the Na; 


and 6 by receiving che Laſt, we receivie. 


the Firſt likewiſe : Nay, whole Chriſt is 
Mp N under 


/ 
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If it is Not; ahe . by a 
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under each of the Kinds ; ſo that, it ſeems, 
the Fleſh is in the Blood, as well as the 
Blood in the Fleſh: Only the Wine muſt 
not be adminiſtered to the Laity, for the 
wiſe and pious Reaſons aforeſaid. Now 
is not This very curious ? According to 


common Semſe, and the Language of all 


Mankind, Hlſb, and Blood, were ever 
ſuppoſed to be two diſtintt Things: The 
one is ſeparated from the other; and if it 
be in à certain Quantity, Death is the 


2 of That Separation. But 
ſuppoſing the Blood to be in the Fleſh ; 
certainly under the Sacramental Bread, it is 


not repreſented as: ſbed, ¶pilt, or poured 
out; and we do not drink, by eating. 
Yer our Saviour, inſtituring the Sacra- 
ment, ſays, T bis is my Bad, awhich -is 
SHED; and, DRINK, ye ll of 
2 2 bon This, our Saviow 'sPaſ- 
tepreſented.; we do not ſbbeap 
Garth 1 D. AT H. Which is the very 
End, and Deſign of This Sacrament, 
r. xi. 26. In ſhort; Either the 
Bread is the Whole Sacrament, ori it is Not.: 


hen 


Part II. Communion in One Kind. 123 
che Cup, have not the avhoſe Saorament®: 
If it is; it is ſufficient for the Clergy, as 
well as for the Laity; and RT 
out' Saviour, by — Cup, di 
a Thing 1 nous : Which is inconſiſtent 
with infinite Wiſdom, and which therefore 
it would be Blaſphemy to imagine. 
I know of but one Argument they urge 
from Scripture, to juſtify This their Doc- 
rrine, and Practiſe; and it is ſo very weak, 
that it is no ſmall Confirmation of Ours. 
Sometimes breaking of Bread is mentioned 
in Scripture without any Notice taken of 
the Cup; and our Saviour ſometimes ſpeaks 
of his Fleſh, without mentioning his Blood. 
To wave ſeveral other Anſwers, which 
might very well be given ; I have obſerved 
above, that the Blood is oſtener mentioned 
without the Fleſh, and more Streſs ſeems 
to he laid upon it; is the Fleſh therefore 
e +: Wh if in ſome Places "the 


Blood, or the Cup, be not named? It is in 
many others (as we have ſeen) and made 
abſolutely neceſſary. If a Man invites his 
Friend to eat with him; does it therefore 
follow; that he is not to drink with him? 


en R 2 | | or 
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 #mply and ſuppoſe the other? Beſides; 
Thi Argument, like That above. taken 
Notice of, proves too much: For if it 
proves any Thing, it proves that the Qu 
is not to be adminiſtered at all ; and ſo 
the Clergy are debarred from it, as well as 

„ omit ono wm 7 1 
. Purg FOYY, and Pr 'S jor the 
Dead, come — to be ered The 
there is after Death a State of Purgation 
by Torment, for Thoſe whoſe Sins are 
forgiven, and who will be finally ſaved ; 
gut of which they may be redeemed by 
the Maſſes of Prieſts, and the Prayers 
— Merits of — 3 3 
yolving a Complication of groundleſs Al- 
— and Falſhogds : Some of them 
contrary. to Reaſon, Scripture, and Anti- 
gau All unſupported by them; All of 
moſt pernicious. and deftruttive. Conſe- 
quence to che Souls of Men. Concern- 
ing Purgatory the very Silence of Setip- 
ture would be ſufficient, if there were 
no other Argument; it being unimapi- 
| | "xe WP ; nable, 
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mented, and yet no Warning be given of 
it ; no Mention be made of 
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nable, that the Souls, even of the Faithful, 
ſhould be ſo long, and ſo grievoully zory 


it in thoſe 
Sacred Writings. Nay, it is conti ary to 
thoſe Sacred Writings. Thoſe whom God 
forgives, he forgives fully, and aubolly: 
In the Day when aue turn from our Wie 
kedneſs; he mill not remember our Sins x 
they ſhall not be mentioned to us. Iſaiah xliii. 
25. He avill remember our Sins and; Ini- 
quities no more. And This is ſaid exprelly 
to be a Part of the New Covenant. Jer. 
XXXi. 34. And how can This be true; 
if, though we are forgiven. in the main, we - 
are yet tormented in * for Years, 
and Ages? The Thief who repented upon 
the Croſs, though a very great Sinner, was 


with his Saviour in Paradiſe, chat very 


Day : Which proves at leaſt chat there is 


no Neceſſity for Purgatory: 3 and from 
thence we may very well inter, that chere 


is no ſuch Thing at all. For Ged doth 
dren of Men; and conſequentiy makes 
Thoſe, whom he finally pardons, ſuffer no 


more 
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more than in- che Nature of the Thing . 
neceſſary. 
IO argue, as They do, from puniſh 
ments in This World, to Puniſhments in 
the Next, 13 inconcluſive and vain, God 
may, _ This nfo, . % (or rather 
ict, for it is not ſo properly Puniſhment) 
Tb whom he e in che next, for 
the Vindication of his Honour before Men; 
or, for the Amendment of the Perſons 
chemſelves; or, for the Exerciſe of their 
Faith, and Patience: But all This ceaſes, 
after Death; as appears from the whole 
Tenout of the Scriptures; and is ſuppoſed 
by our Adverſaries themſelves : Accord- 
ing to whom, the Deſign of Purgatory 
(whatever the Word may ſeem to import) 
is not to make Souls/better, but to make 
them'ſuffer ſome Pare of the pr 
due to their Sins. 
I khat of our Scheit, Ma. v. {fea 
7 bou ſhalt not come out thence, till thou 
aſt paid the uttermoſt Farthing, is no- 
thing to their Purpoſe. Malice, and an 
Unforgiving Temper, deſerves Hell, not 
9; Hell therefore is the Priſon 


here 
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here ſpoken of. —— Till thou haſt paid 
the 'uttermoſt Farthing ; i. e. not at all, 
ſince the uttermoſt Farthing can never be 
paid. For None of the Damned can ever 
latisfy the Divine Juſtice. As little to 
their Purpoſe is That of St. Paul, 1 Cor. 
i. 16. — But he himſelf ſball be 
ſaved, yet ſo as by Fire; or, as it may 
as well be rendered, out of the Fire, 4. e. 
with. great Difficulty. And what has 
This to do with Purgatory ? One would 
really deſire no better Argument gan 
their Doctrines, than the Weaknels o 
their Arguments for them. Is a doubt- 
ul, or figurative, Expreſſion in Scripture 
jun or to build — Article of Faith 
here is indeed (as I ſaid) no Foun- 
dation for This Doctrine in Scripture: 
Tis a Notion borrowed. partly from the 
Heathen; and partly from, the/erroneous 
Opinions of ſome ancient Chriſtian, Wi- 
ters, more erroneouſly perverted and miſ- 
applied. For whatever they meant by a 
certain Fire, through which Souls were. to 
paſs ; tis plain, They did not mean a 
33 PI 
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Popiſſßʒ Purgatory They had no Notion 
of Thoſe” Souls being redeemed out of it, 
by Maſes, by the Prayers, Works of 
Supererogation, and Merits of Others. 
As to which Laſt, the Doctrine of 
Merit is one of the worſt Corruptions 
that ever crept into the Chriſtian Church. 
Can a Man be profitable to God ? * When 
ye have done all, ſay ye are unprofitable 
Servant. Our Righteouſneſs is as 
filthy Rags. © Behold he chargeth his 
Angels with Folly ; and the Heavens are 
tot clean in his Sight. * For by Grace 
he — not of Works, left amy 
Man ſbould boaſt. © The Righteous 
fearcely are ſaved... All Mage ee, 
and come ſhort of the Glory of God. 

Who can read Theſe, and a hundred ſucli 
like Texts of Scripture; and not ſtand 
amazed at the audacious Front of Thoſe 
Men, who dare talk of Merit, Super- 
erogation, and ſuch a Superfluity of good 
Lule xvii. 10. Iaich Ixiv.:6. 
Job iv. 18. xv. 15. © Eph. ii. 8, 9. 

x ©'x Pet. iv. 18. Rom. fit. 23. 13 

e | Works, 
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Works, that a Man may have enough for 
himſelf, and his Neighbour too? Not to 
inſiſt upon the ſtrange Abſurdity. of małk- 
ing over, and transferring good Works, 
and Merit, from one to another; ſuppo- 
ſing ſuch a Superfluity were poſſible. 

Prayers for the Dead; as now uſed 
in the Church of Rome, and as having 
any Relation to Purgatory, were unknown 
in the primitive Ages: Maſſes ſaid by the 
Prieſt for departed Souls, have as little 
Foundation: And the Prieſt's Communi- 
cating by himſelf, is a Contradiction. 
For Men to aſſert ſuch a Place, or State, 
as Purgatory, is to be guilty of That Folly 
and Wickedneſs, which the Apoſtle calls 
Intruding into Things which they have 
not ſeen; Col. ii. 18. That is, pretending, 
to be acquainted with the Secrets of the 
other World: Of which more in another 
place. And the fatal. Influence Which 
This whole Cluſter of falſe Doctrines mult 
have upon Prafliſe, and the Souls of 
Men, is too viſible; It muſt. neceſſarily 
tend to make them careleſs of their future 
State, and ſecure in their Vices; hoping, 
2 8 that 
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that what is deficient in Themſelve Wes, will 
be ſupplied by the Prayers, and Maſſes 
and Merits, of Others. Whereas the 
Scripture gives us no Hint of any ſuch 
Thing; but on the contrary e 
and caholts us, to give all Diligence 
male our Calling al Election ſure, — * 
to work out our OW N' Salvation avith 
Fear, and 7 — 2 Pet. i. 10. 
Phil ii. 12. ning” $f 


A ul ences ſhall bb next -otvifileres; 
© becauſe they have ſo near a Relation to 
the foregoin Article: So near, thar they 
ſhould have en conſidered under it; had 
not the Council of Trent made a diſtin 
Article of them. What They of Rome 
mean by them is, in fhort, This. That 
the ſupetfluous good Works; and-Merits 
of the Saints being jumbled together (as a 
learned Prelate expreſſes it) witli the Me- 
rits and Satisfaction of Chriſt; do make 
up one common Treaſury, or Bank of 
the Church; That of This the Pope keeps 
the Key; * ſuch Portions of This Trea- 
ſure as he is 5 to diſpenſe to parti- 


cular 


— 
. 


Part II. Indulgence. 131 
ll | cular Perſons, are called Indulgences; The 
55 Uſe of which, is to redeem their Souls 
ce | from Purgatory. for ſo many Years as 
h | ſhall be ed the Bulls. Some 
ls | © of them ( ſays a learned Author &) have 
o | © gone, to. thouſands of Years... One I 
d | © have. ſeen to ten hundred: thouſand. 
5 | © And as theſe Indulgences are ſometimes 
. 


2 . by ſpecial Tickers, like Tallies 
* {truck on That Treaſure; ſo ſometimes 
they are affixed to particular Churches, 
and. Altars; to particular Tunes, ot 
o | © Days, chiefly to the Year of Jubilee, 
y | © They are alſo affixed to ſuch Things 
das may be carried about; to Agnus 
t | © Des, to Medals, | to Roſaries, and 
w | © Scapularies.. They are allo, athxed to 
it # © ſome Prayers, the devout Saying of 
ts | ©. Them being a Means to procure great 
* | © Inglaigences.;. u ee 65. fires 3nd 
a Some Docwngs and. Prot oi ſufe 
e ciently confuted and expoſed, by bein 
f on and nn | 4 nd * | 
s | to the Common Reaſon of Mankind, 
u 2 8 2 Whether 


— 
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whether T his be not one of _ - Whe- 
ther the ſenſeleſs Abſurd: ir can be 
excceded ras From 2 its abomi- 
nable ¶ ickedneſs. As to Purgatory, Me- 
rit, and Works of Supererogation ; the 
Nullity of Them has been already proved : 
And Indulgences, being built »pon them, 
muſt neceſſarily fall with them. Then 
What is it leſs than Blaſphemy, thus to 
join the Merits of Men, with the Merits 
and Satisfaction of our Bleſſed Saviour? 
Or to affirm, that any Man upon Earth 
can diſpoſe of any Part of Chriſt's Merits 
as He pleaſes? And what can be more 
irrational, than to extend the Effects of 
the Power of the Keys, which Chriſt left 
in his Church, to Souls in another World ? 
Yer fays the Roniſb Eccleſiaſtic, taught 
and forced to ay ſo, by the Council of 
Trent, and to ſwear it too: * 4 alſo 
* afhrm, that the Power of granting In- 
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* Indalgentiarum etiam poteſtatem a Chriſto 
in Eccleſia relictam fuiſſe, illarumque uſum 
Chriſtiano populo maxime Salutarem eſſe, at- 
firmo, : 3 — * b 


d a9 nn dulgences 
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« dulgences was left by Chriſt to his 


« Church, and that the Uſe of them is 
« very ſalutary to Chriſtian People: i. e: 
very much tends to their Salvation. Tia 
eaſy to affirm This; but not near ſo eaſy 
to prove it. Foundation for it in Serip= 
ture there is none; nor any thing like it: 
And for the Praftiſe of The Cheareb, 
They themſelves acknowledge that it is 
New ; from whence again They mult 
give Us Leave to infer, that it is moſt 
certainly Falſe.  . e 
For which Reaſon, in the next Place; 
it cannot be ſalutary, as They affirm ir 
to be. It is, indeed, juſt as ſalutary to 
the Soul, as Poyſon is to the Body. For 


what can be more pernicious, than to in- 


dulge Men in Vice, though never ſo little: 


inſtead of deterring them from it? 

And what can be more ſhameful, than 
ſelling Thoſe Indulgences ? For that they 
Were, at leaſt, fold, and that in a moſt 
ſcandalous manner, is publick, and noto- 
rious to all the World. If our Advetſa- 


ries tell us that Noa the Caſe is altered, 


and That Practiſe no longer obtains; We 
6 ; may 
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may very well anſwer, iſt. That, conſi- 
dering how many Falſities and Prevarica- 
tions we have proved upon them, we are 
not bound to believe — 2dly. If it 
be as They ſay; the Reformation may be 
thanked for it: And, indeed, in ſeveral 

other Inſtances, as well as This, our Re- 
formation from Popery, has, in ſome mea- 
ſure, reformed Popery itſelf, 


VI. The next Article is the Worſbipping 
of Images. One would think the Second 
Commandment ſhould, without any more 
adoe, be an effectual Confutation of This, 
And that it is ſo, They themſelves ſeem 
to be ſenſible ; becauſe in many of Their 
Catechiſms they leave it ont, and allow 
it not a Place among the Ten Command- 
ments. However, ſince they cannot 
quire baniſh it our of the World (as 'tis 
plain they would, if they were able) when 
they are preſſed with its Weight, their 
next Refuge is to diſtinguiſh it away, and 
make it ſignify 5 8 What they 


mean by in ſo much, that the Word 


in the Original does not ſignify a Graven 
kt | Image, 
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Image, as We tranſlate it, but a Graven 
Thing, as They render it, I could never 

5 yet underſtand. For admitting it beſo; 

6 is not a graven Image a graven Thing ? 

And does not a General Word, or Idea, 

| include all Particulars reducible to it? IF 

then we are not to worſhip any graven 

Thing; (ure, among other Things, we 

are not to worſhip a graven Image. © | 

But They go on; and alledge, chat 
they do not worſhip Images, but only 
pray to, and worſhip God before them. So 
ſaid the Idolatrous Jews, and the Heathen. 

For can we imagine they could be ſo ſtu- 

pid as to mean otherwiſe * The Com- 

mandment poſitively ſays, we mult not 

bow down to them, or (as it is 2 Chron. xxv. 

14.) BEFORE them; / nay, that we 

muſt not ſo much'as make them, or have 

them, i. e. for any Religious Uſe, or Purs 

poſe. According to Their way of g 

mg, and diſtinguiſhing, contrary to the 

plaineſt Meaning of the plaineſt Words, 
one may expound away all the Ten 

Commandments, as well as This: To 

put it at che loweſt; our Doctrine and 

12 Practiſe 
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Practiſe is evidently the ſafeſt. Pray 
(fays a learned Writer, ſpeaking of their 
painting God the Father) © let me ask 
you; Suppoſe it were made Treaſon to 
ce dtaw a Picture of the King, or to bow 
to it; Would you venture your Life 
upon all Theſe Diſtinctions, and Ex- 
& cules, which are made for the Pictures 
«< of God? Yet we venture our Souls 
ce upon it, if it be a Sin. * And J add, 
A. Jin it moſt certainly is; for it is as 
expreſly forbidden as Words can make it; 
Deut. iv. 15, Oc. Take good heed unto 
gourſeFves ; for ye ſaw no manner of Simi- 
kitude (that is, of God) in the Day that 
the Lord ſpake unto. you —— leſt ye cor- 
rupt yourſekves, and make you a graven 
Image. And yet the Papiſts do make an 
Image of God the Father, in the Figure 
of an Old Man— Unparallel'd Preſump- 
tion Deteſtable Impiety! Mc. But ro 
ei 12000 x W 
Though They ſometimes make Uſe, of 
the wretched - Subterfuges above-men- 
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tioned; yet ſometimes they ſpeak a quite 
differen Language, and aſſert Image- 

orſhip in the ſtrongeſt Terms imagi- 


nable. Witneſs Thoſe of their Writers 


who declare, that the Croſs, or the Effi- 
gies of it, and che Images of Chriſt, are 
to be adored with Latria; * that is, the 
higheſt, and moſt proper Worfhip; ot 
the fame which is paid to God Himſelf, 
Wirneſs particularly That famous Paſſage 
quoted in our Book of Homilies from one 
of their Champions: F © It is to be con- 
© felled (ſays he) that the Faithful ought. 
4 not only to worſhip before an Image 
* (as ſome, perhaps, our of Caution 
© ſpeak) but to worſhip the Image itſelf, 
* without any Scruple at all; and with 
„the ſame Sott of Worſhip as the Pro- 
* totype, or whom it repreſents; and if 
That is to be worſhipped' with Latrid, 
* ſo its Image with Latria; If with Du- 
© lia, or Hyperdulia, the [mage is to be 
* adored with the fame Worltip.”* ® 
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* Thomas Aquinas. Roman Pontifical... . 
f Againſt Peril of Idolatry. Part II. 
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When They argue from the Uſe efulneſ; 
of Images; as, that they put us in Remem- 
HbBrance, raiſe our Devotion, &c. They 
do what is, upon all Occaſions, very 
uſual with them, that is, contradict the 
Authority of God, and pretend to be wiſer 
- than. their Maker.. Whatever is pleaded 
for the Uſefulneſs of them, ſtill the U 
which they make of them is unlawful; 
- becauſe forbidden by God. And we mult 
not do Evil, that Goad may come. Not 
but that in duch; there is 20 Hen Benefit 
to be reaped from them; but the quite 
contrary. God is a Hirit; and muſt be 
orſbippe d in Spirit ; * which he cannot 
be (at eaſt as He ought) if he be wor- 
ſhipped through an Image. 
bat there was Nothing of This in 
the Chriſhan Church, till the latter end 
of the 2th, Age, 1s, ain from Hi 
As it is, that it wWas rſt eſtabliſhed at 7 
latter end of the Sch, by the Influence of 
a ſuperſtitio ous, e e Mo- | 
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139- 
man; * who- murdered her oa Son, and 
uſi urped. his Empire.” 

purer Times there is nothing 
much againſt it. Let it 


In the elder, and 


a Er 3 


mention That famous and well known In- 
ſtance of Epiphanius,” cited likewiſe by 
our || Church; Who would not ſuffer a 


Picture of our. *Saviour, or a Saint, 


ſo 


much as to he in a Church; much leſs to 


be 


« prelate of our Nation) 


adored.” 


Ho- (ſays an excellent 
would the 


“ Teal of This great and good Biſhop have 
« been inflamed; if he had ſeen Nhat we 
© nowadays fee; not only Pictures, but 


« maſſy Ima 
„People 


« 
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140 Worſhip of Saints; Part II. 
Council. This is as contrary to the Firſt 
Commandment, as T bat is to the Second. 
And their Diſtinctions and Evaſions Here, 
are as vain as they are 7 here, The Truth 
is, they are in Effect the ſame; and, like them 
too, borrowed from the Heathen, They 
ſay, they do not invoke and worſhip the 
Saints directly, or upon their own Account, 
but God through Them; and bn Him 
all the Honour ultimately devolves: The 
Honour to Him is Supreme, to Them 
only Subordinate: So the Heathen: ac- 
knowledged one only Supreme God; and 
prayed to, and worſhipped the Reſt, only 
as ſulordinate. But be That as it will; 
God has declared in Scripture, that He 

will have no Creature adored at all: T bon 
ſalt worſhip the Lord thy God, and him 
anly ſbalt thou ſerve, Matth. iy, 10, The 
Devil, when he tempted our Saviour to 
fall domm and worſhip him, ſure did not 
hope to perſuade him that he was God. 
Wha he tempted him to therefore, was 
to 2697/bip a Creature; and to That only 
our Saviour's Anſwer refers; without 
diſtinguiſhing whether the Creature be a 
153410) T cet” Body, 
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Body, or a Spirit; a good, or a bad one; 

2 Saint, 91 7 'Devil... God only is to by 
adored ; | therefore no —.— What 
Confidence i is it after This, to come with 
their Diſtinctions of direcihy and indi- 


reltly; „ 1 preme, and F &c. 


And to ſa y they do not worſhip Creatures 
in * 2 Senſe, or in the ſame Degree; 
with God; when That God has forbid- 
den us to worſhip them in any  UbiLes © 
non diſtinguit, neque nos dfingure debe- 
mus, Where the Law makes.no I 
tion, We oughtt to make none. 
That plain and moſt true Rule be 
by our Adverſaries; there would be no 
Controverly u h This, and the brag 
ing, and ſuch Me Aricles e 

Even Angels are not to be adored 3 
much leſs Saints, who are mw an inferiou 
Nature and Dignity... The Papiſts W 
worſhip Both: And in 8 to all 
ſuch Idolatry, St. Pau has theſe remark- 
able Words: Col, ii. 19, 20. Let 10 
Man beguile you of your | Reward. in a 
voluntary Humility, and: Wor ben 4 
Angels; laura into thoſe T hings "A 
"O07 
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he 'bath not ſeen, wvainly puffed up by his 
 feeſbly Mad: and not '# + the Head: 
&c. meaning Chriſt, the Head of his 
Church. A voluntary, i. e. an uncom- 
manded Humility : Why That is joined 
with the Worſhipping of Angels; I (half 
hereafter conſider. Intruding imo T boſe 
Things which he hath not ſten'; 1. e. 
having a preſumptuous Curiohry in pre- 
ending to underſtand the Natures of Be- 
ings which are inviſible; and to be ac- 
minted with the Secrets of the other 
World. Vainly puſſed up by his flefhly 
ſind ; For their ſeeming extraordimary 
Humility was founded upon Pride. Not 
holding (i. e. not adhering, or ſticking 
cloſe to) the Head, viz. Chriſt. From 
the whole Paſſage we may naturally de- 
duce Three Obſervations. 1, That This 
| extraordinary. Humility in the 
orſhipping of rt — tends ro beguzle us 
of our Reward, that is to make us loſe 
bur Reward in Heaven; and therefore is 
amlawful, and wicked. 2. That it is 
accompanied with two Qualities eſpecially; 
Ienorance, and Pride. 3. That to adhere 


co 
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to This Docirine, and Practiſe, is to de- 
part from Chriſt. We will briefly conſi- 
der the Iwo Firſt; the Third following 
of Courſe. For the Firſt then, This pre- 
tended Humility, and the Worſbipping 0 
Angels are ih join d en 1 
Thoſe Impoſters introduced That Worſhip, 
under the Pretext of Humility ; Which 
was voluntary, that is, not commanded 
by God; but a Work of Supererogation, 
and a mere Invention of their own, For 
They, it ſeems, argued (as the Papiſts do 
Now) that they were not worthy to ad- 
dreſs Themſelves arrettly and immediately 
to God Himſelf; and therefore the Inter- 
ceſſion of Angels was to be deſired; and 
They to be inyoked, ; that they might 
preſent the Petitions of their Votaries to the 
Þivine Majeſty. But This was not a true, 
and laudable, but a prepoteronus ſuperſti- 
tious, and he Humility ;_ highly de- 
rogatory to the Mediation, and Interceſſion 
of our Bleſſed Saviour; denying us That 
Confidence in Him, which the Scriptute 
not only permits, but commands. =} 72 
_ Chriſt our Lord: In alem at Raue 
„„ 
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Boldueſ and Acceſs, with Confidence by 
the Faith of Him. Eph. iii. 12. Lei us 
come boldly unto the T hrone of Grace. 
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Heb. iv. 16. And there, is one (i. e. 

i one only) Mediator between God and 

" Man, the Man Chrift Teſs. 1 Tim. ii. 5. 

f For the reſt; the Worſhip, and Invo- 
cation of Saints, and Angels, as it obtains 
in the Church of Rome, is groſs Idolatry 
if there be ſuch a Thing in Naur And 
That notwithſtanding their weak Diſtincti- 

on of Worſhip into Dulia and Latria: 
Which, if well examined too, would ap- 
pear to be a Diſtinction without a Dif. 
rence; or, at leaſt, without any material 
one. But, however, we will, for Argu- 
ment's ſake, and for the greater Strength 
of it, ſuppoſe otherwiſe ; and prove iſt. 
Thar even the Dulia, which they acknow- 
ledge they pay to Angels and Saints, is in 

Scripture commanded to be paid toGodonly. 

And 2dly. That, whatever They pretend, 
They do in Fact worſſip them even 
with Latria; or with That which They 
themſelves acknowledge to be the 1 8595 
Kind of Worſhip. If Theſe two Points 
7 2 0 made 
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made out j their Diſtinction (ſuppoſing it 
to be a good one, as it really is Not) dogg 
them no manner of Service. For the Finſt 
of Theſe then, one pregnant Teſtimony 
will be ſufficient, / Howbeit then when 
ye know not God, ye did Service (Boas 
om unte T hem h by Nature are not 
Gods. Gal. iv. 8. Ibis is inputed to them 
as an Exror, and a Sin. This religious 
Service therefore: ¶ Manch] is to be paid 49 
Him only, who is by Nature Gad: And 
are Saints and Angels ſo ? 2dly, The 
Church of Rome gives che other Vordkip 
to Angels, and Saints, uz. che Latnis s 
which, according to her ow ary” 
is the Kind of Adoration; 
not to cavil about their Thoughts, 6 
Intentions, which ate known to God only s 
we will judge from plain, outward Acti- 
5 which aur own Senses ate Wity, 
Prayer, or Religious Invocation, 
Bowing, Kneeling, and Praſtration, in a 
Religious Way, Making Vows, and Build» 
ing Churches, and Altars, ate outward 
Acts of che higheſt Religious Honour, 
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it be called by) which can poſſibly be paid 

to any Being. And yet that all Theſe are 

5 paid to Saints and Angels, in the Church 

| of Rome ; is plain Matter of Fact, and 

notorious to the whole World. They 

| are adored "therefore by the Members of 

That Church, even with Latria: if they 

have any clear and diſtinct Meaning in 

That Word. But whether they have, or 

no, ot whatever becomes of the above - 

named Diſtinction; Angel- Monſbip is 

plainly forbidden in the Text of St. Paul, 

which I am now conſidering: As alſo in 

Neu. xix. 10, and Chap. xxii. 9. where 

che Angel ſpeaks thus to St. John, who 

See thou do it not, I am thy Fellou- Ser- 
vant Morſbip God. 


And here it is worth while to obſerve 
the unparallelled Inſincerity, or rather 
groſs Falſification, of the Romiſh Writers. 
In the Doway Catechiſm, the laſt Place 


now cited is brought as a Proof of & An- 
= . | 1 5 
* 1 * 1 #74 : ; | $11, Of | 
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gel-Worſhip. The Words are Theſe: 
« Apoc. xxii. 9. Where St. John did it; 
«© (though the Angel had once before 
« willed him not to do it, in Regard of 
« his Apoſtolical Dignity, Chap: Xx. 100 
And fell down (laith he) to adore be- 

4 fore the Feet of the Angel auho ſhewed 
« me theſe Things. Thus far he goes 
and then ſtops : Leaving out the next 
Words; —— See thou do it not, &C. 
Worſhip God: As if This Prohibition 
were only in Chap. xix. But in the xxii. 
the Angel (having thought better of it 
belike) permitted Yimſell to be worſhip» 
ped.. Whereas the Prohibition is as much 
in the Laſt as in the Firſt: But it was 
neceſſary to leave it out; becauſe other- 
wiſe the Paſſage would not have been 
quite ſo good a Proof of Angel-Worſhip. 
| defire ro know what Name ſuch a Pro- 
cedure as This deſerves. Their alledging . 

the Example of Joſhua Chap. v. ver. 14. 


is of no Force: For (to omit other An- 
ſwers) tis plain that He whom Joſhua , 
there worſhips is God, not a created Angel; 
From thoſe Words in the next Verſe; Put 
it U 2 __ 
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off thy Shoes from thy Feet, for the Place 
anhere thou ſtandeſt is holy : Compared 
with Exod. ni. 5. I proceed to the 2d. 
Propofitian/ contained in the Wotds of 
Saint Paul, now under Conſidetation; 
2d, That the voluntary Humility in 
agorſbipping Angels, is accompanied with 
two Qualities eſpecially; Ignorance, and 
Pride; Things by no means ill-coupled 
together: For, take the World in groſs, 
there 15 more Pride joined with Ignorance, 
than with Knowledge. The Firſt of Theſe 
is implied in Thoſe Words, Intruding into 
T bings which be hath not ſeen ; i. e. de- 
termining and e pronouncing of 
Tings the Certainty of which is neither 
tevealed in the Word of God, nor diſco» 
verable by Reaſon. To ſuch Perſons 
That of the Apoſtle in another Place is 
juſtly applicable; Defring to be Teachers, 
anderſtnuu ing neither what they ſay, nor 
— affirm. 1 Tim. i. 7. For if 

2 ask Thoſe who contend for the Wor- 

| — Saints, and Angels, by Invocations, 
and Prayers, Vows, Temples, and _ 
qo bow 
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ſtion will return; who told them This ? 
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how they come to Eno that This Worſhip 
is due to them? They cannot ſhew that 
they learat it from the Word of God, or 
from the Examples of Prophers and 
Apoſtles : Nor can they prove it by any 
Argument from Reaſon : But only by 
their own Will and Pleaſure they fo deter- 


mine, about Matters of which they are 


totally ignorant. Ask them, ſince they 

will have us pray to Theſe glorious and 
bleſſed Creatures, how itis to be proved that 
they have an exact Knowledge, or indeed 
any Knowledge at all, of What is done, 
and ſaid here below; or that they ſo much 
as hear and underſtand the Prayers of their 
Votaries all the World over? You will 
be told, either that they ſee all Theſe 
Things in Speculo Trinitatis, in the Glals 
of the Trinity; and whoever underſtands 


Thoſe Words, may, I confeſs, be ſatis- 


fed with the Anſwer : But ſtill the Que= 


How do they prove it from Reaſon, or 
Scripture ? Or elſe it will be ſaid, Thar 
God reveals our Prayers to the Saints and 
Angels; when, at the ſame time, Thoſe 


Saints 
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Saints and Angels are prayed to recommend 
our Pr to God. Which (as I have 
ſomewhere ſeen it compared) is juſt as if 
a Man ſhould write to a Courtier who 
could not read, defiring- him to recom- 
mend his Petition to the King; which, 
before That Courtier could do, He muſt 
firſt go to the King, and deſire Him to 
read the Letter: All his Fellow Miniſters 
being as ignorant as Himſelf. But not to 
inſiſt upon This ſtrange Abſurdity in the 
Nature of the Thing; we ask again, 
Who told Theſe Men that it is ſo? How 
do they make it appear? From what 
Reaſon ? From what Scripture? Truly, 
from None at all; which is ingenuouſſy 
confeſſed. by One of their celebrated Wri- 
ters ; & Certa ratione neſcimus an Sancti 
wvota noſtra cognoſcant ; quamvis pie hoc 
credamus. © We are not certain that 
< the Saints hear our Prayers; though 
ve pioully believe it. However pions 

This Belief of their Knowledge may be; 


— 


I am 


Cajetan. Vide Dæurnant in Epiſt. ad Colof/. P. 240. 
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I am ſure the Practiſè of 'invoking,” and 
worſhipping them, is not pious; unleſs 
Idolatry may be called ſoo 
The Second Quality mentioned by the 
Apoſtle, as an Attendant of Theſe Impo- 
ſtures, is Pride. Vainly puſſed up by bis 
Fleſbly Mind, are the next Words: Here 
he again reprehends the Authors of This 
Doctrine concerning Angel-Worſhp,'-in 
that They were not only Ignorant, but 
Proud; and therefore dictated to Others, 
as i their own Inventions were the Di⸗ 
ctates of Truth itſelf. + How applicable 
This is to the Church of Rome, may be 
collected from what has been, and ſhall 
But ſince We may deſire the Prayers 
of our Friends here on Earth; why not 
of the Saints and Angels in Heaven? 
Anſam. iſt. We are in Scripture com 
to pray for one another; but the Invocas 
tion of any invifble Being, except God, 
is forbidden, as we have ſeen. '2dly, We 
are ſure our Friends on Earth hear, and 
not our Requeſts to them: Which can». 
not be ſaid in the other Caſe, as we have 
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likewiſe ſhewn.  3dly, In the one Cale; 
the Invocation being directed to an abſent, 
inviſible Being, a Being in anather World, 
is plainly an Act of Rehgion, and is joined 
with Adoration: It requires, and is actu- 
ally accompanied with, the ſame Abſtr» 
Sion of Thought, as our Prayers to God 
Himſelf. Is there any thing like all This 
in our requeſting a Friend to pray for us? 
Will they really tell us, with a ſeriaus 
Face, chat there is no more than ſuch # 
* han a Friend, in their Prayers, 
and 0 


tons to Saints? Let us inſtance 

odly in one Saint, but That, indeed, 
their Chief one; I mean the Hleſſed Vi- 
gin Mary. Who is by Them hanoured 
and adored, much more than her Sn; or 
chan che Eternal Father of the Exernal 
Fon. For They have ten times as many 
Aue Mary's, as Pater woſters. Were we 
to judge from Their Books of Deverian - 
che Worſhip af che Virgin Mary is the 
main Article of Chriſtian Pity ; and com- 
manded in almoſt every Page of the New 
Laftument. Wheress char s lntle . 
net 
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her in the Goſpels, and not one Word in 
che Epiſtles; not the leaſt Hint of any 
Worſhip to be paid her in all the Book 
of God. If That bleſſed Saint be really 
ſenſible of what is done here below; with 
what Abhorrence mult She, That great 
Pattern of Humility, and Lowlineſs of 
Mind, hear herſelf addreſſed to in ſuch 

zuage as This? “ Hail, Queen; the 
“Mother of Mercy, our Life, Delight, 
and Hope, hail: We ſhelter e 4 
under thy Protection; Deſpiſe not our 
e Supplications in the Times of our Ne- 
< cellity ; but deliver us from all Dangers; 
Thou ever glorious Virgin. 
* ueen of Angels, Patriarchs, Pro- 
« phets, - and Apoſtles, Source of the 
Fountain of Grace, Refuge of Sinners, 
Comfort of the Afflicted, and Advo- 
« cate! of all; Chriſtians. — ＋ O my. 


_ . — — — —dſ 
Lituny of our Lady. e 


+ Manual of Prayers and Litanies printed at 
Antwerp, in 1671. Permiſſu Superiorum. See 
Bulls Sermons,, P. 168, to 172. And mote to 
the ſame Putpoſe in his Cortuptions of the Church 
of Rome, circa locum infra citat. 

| « Lady 
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« Lady, holy Mary, I recommend my- 
by ffs into thy bleſſed Truſt, and i 
« Cuſtody, and into the Boſom 
ce Merey, this Night and for . 
c and in the Hour of my Death, as alſo 
my Soul, and Body. And L yield unto 
698 all my Hope and Conſolation, &#+. 
That by thy molt holy Interceſ- 
W Ga and by thy Merits, all my Works 
« may be directed, according to Thine, 
« and Thy gh Will. wen.” No 

ood Chriſtian, I perſuade myſelf, can 
ear Theſe Rahe wie without Horror. 
Vet Theſe are the Devotions of the Ro- 
miſh Church. What, I would fain know, 
can be 27 * 5 Cod Himſelf Is 
This on} in to pray for us ? 
Nay, She Lu the Proce dogs 2 dur 
Saviour; Her Will being put before His. 
A ale” to another Form which ans 
in their Church, and is ſtill, for 
ought We know ; © Command thy Van, 
4 0 happy Parent, who makeſt Expiation 


K. 4 85 our Wickedneſs; By thy Aut Sth 
as a Ms command thy Wis ' 
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That the Worſhip, and Invocation of 
Saints and Angels, is contrary to Realon, 
and Scripture, I have ſhewn; That it is 
no leſs contrary to Antiquity, to the Senſe 
and Practiſe of che Univerlal Church in 
the firſt and pureſt Ages, is proved by our 
excellent Biſhop Bull (ro whom I refer) * 
from the Council of Laadica, from o- 
naras, T heodoret, Origen, and the ancient 
Lage, rl qt he e 
The laſt Clauſe. of This Article is the 
Morſbip of Religurs. "Tis ſtrange that 
This ſhould be eſtabliſhed by the Trent- 
Council; after, the notorious Frauds and 
Cheats, and ridiculous Folly, of it had been 
ſo plentitully expoled by. Eraſmus, and 
Others of their own Communion. Bur 
of This more hereafter z When we come 
to {peak a few Words of their innumerahle 
childiſh Fopperies, and Superſtitions. "1 
only MO preſent, r be on 
we have ſeen it is) Idolatry to worthip 
any Creature; then Reliques, among other 
Cteatutes, are not to be worſhipped. 6 L 
| At 16 | Don e. X 138 10 fete 
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Here again their Proofs from Script 

are too impertinent to be ſeriouſſy r ad 
A dead Man was raiſed to Life by FTE 
ing the Bones of Eliſha : From St. Paul's 
Body were brought Handkerechiefs, and 
prin unto the Sick; and Diſeaſes' were 
healed ; and evil Spirits caſt out: i. e. 
Becauſe God, and his Servants by his 
Power, World Miracles: therefore tis 
as dear as the Sun, that Reliques are to 
be wor ſbip e The Bones of Eliſha 
were not adored : And the Handkerchief 
and Aprons were no Reliques of St. Paul ; 
who was then a living, not a dead Saint: 
Or if They had been; how does it appeat 
char any Adoration was paid to them 1 


VIII. In ie laſt Place the Eccleſt aſtc 
{wears Obedience to the Pope, as Chriſt's 
Vicar, c. and acknowledges that © The 
<« Church of Nome is the Mother, and 
Miſtreſs of all Churches. The Pope's 
"Supremacy has been already conſidered: 
That Rom is the Mother of all Churches 
in point of Antiquity, is notorioully falſe ; 
In "I Senſe; Ip * ROY a che 
ENS ct. . N 2104 2 1 Clunch 
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Church of Jeruſalem was the Mot her- 
Church. If They mean in point of Au- 
thority; then Mother is the ſame as Mi- 
ſtreſs, the Word next- mentioned: And che 
Aſſertion has been diſproved already, as 
falling in with the Pope s Supremacy. 

Theſe are the moſt diſtinguiſhing Artis 
cles of Pius IV's Creed; not only aſſerted 
as Truths, but as Truths neceſſary to be be- 
lieved. © This true Catholick Faith (ſays 
« the Perſon profeſſing it) without which 
« no Man can be faved, c. —— Wich 
what Face can any Papiſt, after This, 
afirm that the Council of Trent ad- 
ded nothing in Subſtance to the Scriptures, 
and the ancient Creeds, but only explained 
them; and varied upon them? What is 
not only not in Scripture, but directly 
contrary to it, and yet aſſerted and {worn 
to, as neceſſary, is an Addition with a 
witneſs. Thus have they quite altered 
and changed the Rule of Faith, delivered 
by Chriſt and his Apoſtles ; and obtruded 
a new Goſpel upon Chriſtians, diametri- 


cally oppofte ta the ad ane 
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- come now to conſider their other par- 
ticular Corruptions ; which, though not 
contained 'in the Creed aforeſaid, are yet 
proved to be T heirs, from their Liturꝑies, 
and Books of Devotion, the Writings of 
their moſt celebrated Divines, and the 
avowed Doctrine, and Practiſe of their 
Church. And here we have 26 


I. Prayers in an unknown Tongue, 
The bare mention of This, one would 
imagine, ſhould be ſufficient. For at the 
very firſt Mention, does not common Senſe 
ſtart up with Indignation againſt it? As 
for Srripture; we {hall not be at a loſs 
to confute it from Thence, ſo long as the 
XIVth Chapter of the 1ſt Epiſtle to the 
Corinthians is in the New Teſtament. 
And if we appeal to Antiquity ; tis plain 
Fact that the Prayers wo” gt Chutch were 
in che vulgar Tongue of every Country; 
and that — People nor f res 
them, but bore a Part in them. 


II. Locking up the Seriptures in an 
unknown Tongue ; or not , the 
* | | TT eople 


ee is an Uikwows Tongue. 159 


eople to read them. For This may 

jr and truly be called Their Pra- 
i e; though they are by our Reforma- 
tion ao x in fome Meaſure, to depart 
from it. Yer when they depart from 
This, they — a worſe in its . 
mean corrupting, and fa] 6 er 
Scriptures; of which Before *, 
2 Saviour s rms is — 


6 4 ledge; Luke ii. 52. And 
wee pon Them who 


he denounces u 
do ſo, No-bady, who reads the Sorip- 
tures,” can be ignorant. Here, in Paſſ- 
ing, may well be mentioned cheir Iader 
expurgatorius, or their _— and = 

ſifying the Writings of the 
cauſe Thoſe Writings, truly ——— do 

ſo clearly detect the Gb and Fal. 
4 — of T heir Church. 


III. Their falſs Canon 
Receiving many Books, as ds 
which really are not ſo. MN, 
is true, that * of the boat . 
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they receive as Canonical, are indeed Apo- 
cryphal, Biſhop Coins has abundantly 
proved: Nor has any of Them (that I 
rar ſo much as attempted to anſwer 
him. I vill produce one Specimen of 
what may be. urged againſt them under 
This Head. The Books of Macca- 
bees, among the reſt which we account 
Apocryphal, are by them received as the 
Word of God: The Latter of them the 
Author concludes Thus. VI have done 
avell it is what I deſired; but if 
meanily, and ſſenderly; it is That which 
¶ could attain umto. 2 Maccab. xv. 38. 
That is, He makes an Apology for the 
Weakneſs, and Imperfection of his Work. 
Is This Language for the Holy Ghoſt? or 
for one inſpired by him ?: 


$121 Mie eur 

IV. Their prohibiting Marriage to the 
Clergy; Nuns Vows," &c. Which is an 
Infringement of our Chriſtian-Liberty, 
contrary to Scripture; Laying Totes upon 
Chriſtians, which they ought not to bear; 
ſpreading Snares for their Souls; and en- 
dangering their eternal Salvation. The 
8 injoined 
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injoined Celibacy of the Clergy I have 
elſewhere * ſhewn to be contrary to Rea- 
ſon, Scripture, and Antiquity; and ſhall 
not Here repeat it. 


V. Their exempting the Clergy from 
temporal wo 4g even in temporal 
Cauſes ; as it They were not Subjects to 
Kings, Princes, and States, as well as 
other Men. What is This but turning 
Religion into Rebellion, and Faith mto 
Faction; Undermining the Foundations 
of civil Government; and introducing 
Anarchy and Confuſion, contrary to the 
Doctrine, and Example of Chriſt, and 
his Apoſtles? Here again, perhaps, they 
will alledge, that we e them falſely; 
and that They (the Romeſb are 
very loyal Subjects to the ſecular Powers. 
They are fo, indeed, or rather ſeem ſoz 
when They cannot help it. But They 
talked quite otherwiſe, whenever They 
durſt; and ated quite otherwiſe, when 
ever They were he Wirneſs, among 
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many others, our famous Countryman, 
and their 3 Saint, Thomas Becket, 
Archbiſhop of Canterbury; ; of whom we 
ſhall have Occaſion to take ſome Notice 
under another Article. But beſides ; the 
Bull called In Cænd Domini, is ſtill read, 
and reinforced at Rome every Year: In 
which Bull This Doctrine is enen in 
the ſtrongeſt Terms; and All Thoſe are 
curſed, and men med, who main- 


tain che \@orinenrye: Which ſuggeſts 


| 
VM. Their Doctrine (and PraQtiſe too) | 
of excommunicating and depofing Sovereign 
Princes, and abſolving their Subjects from || \ 
their Allegiance; Making the Pope King || . 
of Kings, ſupreme. Governour of the | ( 
World, and even in Temporals Univerſal 
Monarch. 'Tis/ true, che Popiſh Princes 
do not acknowledge This Supremacy of || . 
his in Temporals, any more than We do 16 
his Other in Spins But ſtill This is || ., 
| va Popiſh Doctrine; and will be ſo as II. 
as the Canons of the great Council I ar 
3 and the Bull in Cena, &c. St; 
above mentioned, are unrepealed among || N 
them. 
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them. Nor has a ſuitable Prathife been 
wanting, whenever it was in their Power: 
Popes, we know, have depoſed Kings, 
commanded their Subjects, upon Pain of 
Damnation, not to obey them; inter- 
dicted Kingdoms, and trod upon the Necks 
of Emperors. Which inſufferable Incroach- 
ment has occaſioned the Aſſaſſinations of 
Sovereign Princes; been the Cauſe of 
„and cruel Wars; and filled 
dom „ with] Blood and Confuſion. 
es Tlicle the Vicars of Chriſt, the 
Prince of Peace? Theſe the Vicegerents 
of the meck, humble, and ſuffering Jeſus? 
Whoſe! Kingdom is not of This Mord; 
and Vater Religion is the very Sys of 
Gs and A e 
Jo a 3887 
VII Nearly celated to the Former, Thar 
execrable Principle of Theirs, that (the End 
ſanctifying the Means) all Sorts of YiIlany 


are conſecrated by a Zeal for their C bur + 7 

Let but the Intereſt of That be concerned; 
and Lying, Perjury, "Treaſon, Rebellion, 
Stabbing, Poyſoning, and all Kinds of 


7 ſhall be Heroic Vertues, and 
3 merito- 
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meritorious of Salvation, Hither is to be 
reduced their precious Maxim; that 10 
Faith is to be kept with Hereticts; as 
alſo the Pope's diſpenſing with Oaths, and 
other moral Obligations (i. e. bay yn 

him to ſuſpend the Laws of God, and he 
may altogether as well repeal them) when- 
ever His own Turn is like to be ſerved 
by it. Here again, I doubt not, they 


will ſay we wrong them. But they 

Facts are notorious to the whole World. 
J will give an Inſtance, or two. * One 
of their Writers declares he rejoices that 
the Dignity of the Roman Church is hei 
ened at any Rate, r whether by ruth 
or otherwiſe. Their || Deeretals,''and 
Gloſſes upon them, * that the = 
can Hiſpenſe againſt an Apoſtle, againſt the 
Old omen 20 ee 
and in the Goſpel by interpreting 16 1 


— 


*, Foſtph. Stephanus apud Sanderſon Serra. p. 31, 
+ Save per veritatem, ſrue per ottaſionem. 
I. See them cited by Tiwretin. Infitutio Theo- 


. Vol. II FP. 145, 6. 
. ene, 1 VIII. Their 
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VIII. Their Canonixation of Saints, and 
Adoring and Invoking them, when they 
are ſo canonized. Some have been made 
Saints for being very wicked z Such was 
our T bomas Becket ; Whoſe Merit was 
Rebellion againſt his nacural Sovereign, 
and' [inſiſting upon the Clergy's being 
exempted from Subjection to temporal 
Authority. Others are of their own Imagi- 
nation; no ſuch Perſons having ever been 
in Being. As the Seven Sleepers ; St. Ur- 
fula, and her Eleven hundred Virgin 
Martyrs ; George, who killed the Dra- 
gon, Ce. To produce all the Inſtan- 
ces of both Kinds, would be ati endleſs 
Task. But what ſhall we ſay to the three 
Kings at Cologne >| That there were avyſe 
Men from the. Eaſt, who came to adore 
our Saviour, is certain: But what Reaſon 
there is why They themſelves ſhould now 
be adored, I know not. The Church of 
Rome indeed, if we will. believe her upon 
her own Word, is ſo ſagacious, and ſo 
fortunate, as to know not only the Qua- 
hty, but the Number, and even the ny, 
. Slow 0 
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of Theſe Perſons; and, which is more, 
has the Sculls of them in her own Cuſtody 
at this Day. Certain I am, I have ſeen, 


and ſo doubtleſs have Others among Us, 


a Scrap of Paper, given out, or ſold, by 
her Authority; in which, to the Sculpture 
of the Wiſe Men adoring, and offering 
Gifts to the Infant Jeſus, are added I 
Words; Sancti Tres Reges, Caſpar,” Mel- 
chior, Balthaſar, orate pro nobis; nunc, & 
in hora mortis noſtræ. Ye three holy 
_ © Kings, Caſpar, Melchior, and Bal- 


our Death. And becaule 


Hour of 
This, being in Latin, is not underſtood 
by the People (as, to be ſure, no Prayers 
ſhould be) to ſhew them the Uſe of 


them; It follows in the vulgar Tongue, 
in French: Theſe Billets have touched 
«the three Heads of the holy Kings at 
©, Cologne. They are good for Travellers 
c againſt the Dangers of the Road, the 
“ Head- ach, eee eee, Fevers 
« or Agues, Sorcery, all Sorts: of Wirch- 


< craft, and ſudden Death. How juſtly. 


would 


the Medicine to Thoſe who carry it about 
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would the ridiculous Folly of This make 
one Laugh ; did not the Seriouſneſs of 
the Subject, ſuch deplorable Ignorance, 
ſuch abominable Superſtition and Idolatry, 
rather incline one to Weep ! There is not 
the leaſt Hint in any Hiſtory, divine, or 
human, concerning the Number or Names 
of Theſe Perſons; and yet, 


Nota magis mull domus eſt ſua 


Nobody is better acquainted with his own 
Houſe, or Family, than the Romaniſts 
are with Theſe Particularities. And not 
only ſo ; but they have their Heads at 
leaſt, if not their whole Bodies, in their 
Keeping. Whoever believes This, may al- 
moſt believe Tranſubſtantiation itſelf ; and 
think I need ſay no more of it. But how- 
ever, ſuppoſing even all This to be true; 
Why muſt they be Samted, and made 
Interceſſors for us? That They are ſaved, 
doubt not; but I hope We may be ſo, 
without believing Them to be Interceſ- 
ſors. As to the Uſe which is made of 
theſe Billets, as they call them, vix. - 


* * 
3 
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be a Charm, or Spell, againſt ſuch parti- 
cular Evils, and a Fpecific gail duch 


Di , and no others; it 
is (as I intimated before) too fooliſh to 
be laughed at; and yet fo pitiable with 
regard to the poor deluded Ignorants, as 
never enough to be deplored; ſo infamous 
and ſcandalous to the Chriſtian Religion, 


. 


with regard to the Impoſters who invent 
it, as — with indignacon enough to 
be reſented, and deteſted. Whether 
Theſe Saints were canonixed by the Church 
of Rome, or no, 2 fay ; 2 
they are worſhipped, and prayed to by her 
Members. 2 what 3 — 
Agniſy? Can any Man, or Number of 
Men upon Earth; by any Act of Theis, 
male a Saint in Heaven? The Thing is 
manifeſtly both abſurd, and impious; and 
(like many other Branches of Popery) bor- 
vowed" from the Heathen. As the Heroes 
of old Rome were Deified, ſo Thoſe of 
-new Rome are Sainted : The Latter now 
ate, as the Former then were, adored, 
and invoked; and Canonization ſucceeds 
e ] 424 


in the Room of Apotheoffs. . I have ſhewn 
that we ought. to adore, and invoke #6 
Saints at all, not even true and real ones; 


much leſs ſuch Saints as Theſe are. 


"IX, The next is" THis Ohe ee 


i. e. in plain Eugliſb, Their Doctrine 
(and Practiſe conſequent of it) that mere 
outſide Religion is ſufficient to Sal vat ion. 
For though the Council of Trent applies 
This Word only to the Sacraments; yet 

it may as well, and for the ſame. Reaſon, 

(if there be any) be applied to every thing 
elſe in Religion. Anf in fact, their Pra- 
Riſe is agreeable to This Notion. A No. 
tion it is, which at once overthrows all ' 
true Piety ; and quite evacuates the whole | 
Scheme of Chriſtianity: Tis  evidenr = 
from the whole Tenour of che Scriptues, 
that bare Actions without inward Ae. : 
ctions, are ſo far from being acceptable to 

God, that they ate hateful to him; that 

the Heart, Soul, or Mind, is by Hm 
principally regarded ; that as He is a Spi- 

rit, he muſt be wWorſbipped in Spirit, 

that bodily n teth little, hut 


Gad- 


17 3 operatum. Part II. 
Godlineſs 7 N! ie is Profitable 1 unto 
all ing *. This is plainly the Doctri ne 
of the 6; opel, as well x Aa Dictate of com- 


A 2 Is 
mon 121 on. But 'Po py wall reach us US 
another” Leſſon; wiz. t pus opera- 


tum, or the 8 outward Fo Jon . 
17 70 the Adminiſtrations of of the] Prieft, 
the whole Buſin nels. __Particularly..; 1 5 
Prayer; "the Scri GR | tells us it mult be 
accompanied \ with the cloſeſt Attention, 
and che moſt fervent he jons; 5 N chat 
great is the. Guilt of © Thi o draw 
mgh to God avith their 21 2 whe} their 


Heart i is. far from him, N 


ccord- 
ing to the Church of- Rowe, You noe e 


157 ths, 77 e Worgs 
N 4 MINE B 1 4 9 75 "Th 1 5 


on your Part. No matter for ttention, 
and inward Devotion; The. Prieſt, Wal 
ſupply "Thoſe Defects. Nay, * var, 


one of their greateſt, and moſt Aare 215 


0 
ritets, teaches us; Tat at 15 not Ne 


to 5 — W | the Perſe 7 HA 101 77 
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0 Hüch as n of abet be pace * 
Is This a reaſonable Service? Ot can there 
be Reaſon without, 7 hought 2 What Thalf 
we ſa 54 or Men who' have the Confidence 
to maintain ſuch Paradoxes ? 8 phos, 
Sn is to be reduced their lacing ſe 
Nag Religion (in truth almo 470 1 
ha in yr d Performances, 1 
ily Exerciſe ; ſuch as Pilgrimages, an 
Vi 155 . le 15 I . That 
Hint; Whip pings,  Hair-Shites, and ſuch 
like 125 eee Their  oppreſſing. 
and of Chriſtian with 
the ini 2 
nis, C e 7 &c. Which 
eats. out the very Heart of true Piety, 
and turns Religion j into mere Mechaniſm. 
But moſt intolerable is This their Do- 
arine” as it affects the Cale of Repentance. 
They teach chat Attrition, without Con- 
trition, i. e. ſuch a Sonde for Sin as 0 
| ceeds only from the Fear of Hell, wit ous” 


— frag 3 OI 
* E N Tx" * * e 


| * De Orat. lib, * 2 * He a rs” wif 
veral nice Diſtinctions, according to his Cuſtom 3 
but his Doane amounts to what 1 have ſaid: 


2Z 2 any 


* 
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any Mixture of the Love of God, or Senſe 

; df our own horrible Ingratitude, &. 
joined wirn the Sacrament of Penance, 
meaning Auricular Confeſſion to, and Ab- 
ſolution from, the Prieſt, is ſufficient for 

the Pardon of Mens Sins, and their Ob- 

taining eternal Salvation. & So that, ac- 

cording to Them, after a Man has lived 

the moſt profligate Life imaginable, and 

been guilty of all the Abominations that 

can be committed, if in the Hour of 
Deach he be but ſorry for them, only be- 

cauſe he is afraid of being damned for 

them (and how is it pgſible he ſhould be 
otherwiſe ? and what Vertue is there in 

This 2) do but confeſs them to the Prieſt, 

and receive his Abſolution; all is ſafe, 

and from being a Child of the Devil, he 

in a Moment becomes a Child of God, 

and an Heir of the Kingdom of Heaven. 
Contritzon is indeed a v ood "mm ; 

and the more of it the ab, But conſi- 

dering that T] ᷑ have it, God hath pro- 
dad (fay the Trent Fathers) for the 


. * Concil, Trident. Seſſ. 14. Cape + 


* 


; 
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common Salvation of Men in a more en 4 
Way T. A very 0 May indeed; 
were any Way at all. But how ſhall — 
Kew, This with Scripture? In, which 
we are taught that Faith, and good 
Works, are neceſſary to Salvation; that 
true Repentance conſiſts in a Change of 
the Heart, and Mind; that without Ho- 

| oo no Man [ball ſee the Lord; Heb. xii. 
14. T hat we muſt work out OUR 
0] W N Salvation with Fear, and Trem- 
bling ; Phil, ii. 12, And chat rait is. 
the Gate, and narrow, is the Way, that 
leadeth unto Liſe; and ſœa there be that 
find it. Matth. vii. 14. But few that. 
ind it? According to the Doctrine we. 
are now conſidering, not one in a thou 
ſand can miſs of it. None can, but 
Thoſe who are ſurprized by ſuddain Death, 
For it ſeems, if a Man has bur half an 
Hours Converlation with a Prieſt; the 
whole Bulineſs is done : and he dies the 
hg of * nn though he has 

4 8 ] lived 


P Roman Catechiſm. P. 223. &c. Am. 
| wyrp, 1606. Vide Bulls Sermons. Vol. L P,16. 


„ 


| erenid to determine; (thou 
the the Bye, 


174 Opus operatiim: art Hl. 
Bived the Life of the moſt Wicked. 'Whe- 
_ the Pope be Antic ift, or no, I With 


yp, by 


he bids fair för That 


| am fare P ry is Airing + 


and This Doctrine, if there Were” 10 
other Arp „ as chere ate aft hundred, 
would alone be fuffichent to prove it. 

But auritular C one on is too ainftil 
a Point to be cafily parted with: B This 
2 become Maſters ofthe People's Secrets, 

(Which is better) of their Monty. 
Therefore the Council of Trent males 
Corifeffion' to a Prieſt neceſſary to Salva 
rion, and anathertiatizes, i. e. curſes; all 


wii 
us another Goſp el; For That 
Chiiſt teaches no ſuch Doctrine. In bi, 
the Scripture ſays Conttition is neceſfa 
tlie Church of Rome ſays it is Not : 


it. Which, a gain, is He 
ſus 


Sctiprure” ſays not that Confeſſion Fr a” 
Prieſt is aar, che Church of Rome 
lays it Is. 

Br here too it is very likely they will 


i r we injure, and miſrepreſent 
Foraſmuch as there are many ex- 


cellent 


Patt ll, Opus operatam ug 
A Books written by Divines of Their 
pres in which inward Prety is made 
a tir neceſſary, and c ed and in- 
ed with. the greate _Earneltneſs, 
No doubt, They have good Boobs among 
dem, and good Men Fe But, for all 
1 8 the Badrine. of N Church in 
Tie ue tt ve ſtared it. If 
we et their Reli — T. hetter than 
Ret requires them ta hg ; That 
be contradicts my Aſſertion, nor vin⸗ 
$ thor is Reſigns. And L. de fill 
1 wy chat This Doctrine in its, Nature, 
Tendency, is urrerly deſtructivg ef 
Chriſhanity. To which, it may well be 
A line if e contradict One, ang 
e Tag of them contradict Them- 
; is n Confutation of what, 


to the . 55 N There 


its Corruptions ;. 
juite Verrue and Co . dee G | 
aw themlelyes ary, 0 An che * ought: 
rg, haye dn... 1195 210120ng 
<q Aw 1110 11 £1 Wear 2229 
Rogen UP But 
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But if Some of That Church have 
written, and lived like Chriſtians, 20f. 
withſtanding This het Doctrine; how 
many More, think we, have been made 
eternally miſerable by it? Since That 18 
manifeſtly the natural Tendency of "it, 
If Men are once made to 5 
They may gratify their Luſts, and yet 
be {ouch all 2 be the Wande 5 
Thoſe Who will refuſ&to gratify them. 
No wonder thetefore that Immorality 
and Vice abound to ſuch a degree, and 
appear open and bare-faced, le This 
Principle is moſt taught, and believed: 
No wonder that the moſt flagitious Livers 
are very punctual Obſervers of Opus ope- 
ratum; and go with great Calmneſs from 
a Strumpet, or a Murder, to the Sarra- 

ment: No wonder that publick Stews 
are not only tolerated, but in a manner 


eſtabliſhed, by paying a Tax to the Govern- 
| Rent For what have the moſt Profligate 
- to fear, if the Opus operatum of the Sacra- 
ments, i. e. the bare Recerving them, will 
procure their Pardon ; though they ate re- 
ceived without Faith, Charity, or Repen- 
* , rance 5 
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tance; nay, With the molt inveterate Ha- 
of Adultery, and Hands reeking with 
Cbarms, and Shells of the Sacraments; 
or, at beſt, ſuppoſing them to work /ike 
Corporal not Spiritual, Medicines: As if 
the Diſeaſes of the Soul were to be purged 
off, like Phlegm, and Choler; or its 
Wounds to be cured with a Plaiſter? WY wt 
771 2120 L 10 ils 38-9102: KH IB, 
X. Their, Miracles, and Legends 
Their pretended preſent. Miracles; and 
their Legends, or Hiſtories, of pretended 
paſt onts. Theſe Cheats are ſo. gross, 
and fulſom; that one may juſtly wonder 
we ſhould at This time of Day be at any 
Trouble to expoſe them. Some even 
of their own Writers have expoſed them 
— — r Fahy 
appeal to any Man of. Senſe among ems 
ſelves, whecher He believes ohe Wed of 
them ? If he does not; We may again ask 
him, whar he chinks of Religion, which 


Bur Some wha Would, Lem at, Iealt to 
780 = A a Believe 


a 


. believe them, 


Ges mo. 4.4 . ˙¹¹AA r wenn mms. 
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argue, chat there were Mira- 


cles in the Church for ſome Ages aſter 
the Apoſtles; and That by the Confeſſion 
of All: Why then may there not ſtill ? 
We anſwer, iſt. They were needful for 
the Converſion of Heathens, and the Con- 
firmation of new Converts, before Chri- 
ſtianity was ſufficiently eſtabliſhed : Bur 
Now the Cafe is otherwiſe. zdly, and 
Chiefly, We have Proof of Thoſe ancient 
Miracles; but none at all of Theſe ſup- 
poſed modern ones. Nay tis evident 
to all unprejudiced Perſons, that they ate 
arrant Cheats; and not performed with 
half ſo much Dexterity, as the Sleights of 
a common Juggler. What think we of 
the Liquefying of St. Jannarius s Blood at 
Naples? How eaſy is it firſt to ſhew the 
_— Vial of fomething red, and 
folid ; and then another of ſomerhing red, 
and liquid ? Or, even if it were che ; 
cantior every Chymiſt do much ſti 

Feats, than This? Vet This is Their 
mous ſtanding Miracle; the Miracle in 
which They chiefly glory. Such Tricks 
are ſo far from proving Them to have the 


Power 


241 4 
n 


6 „ * — 


7 — Warrant for Us to embrace 
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Power of Working Miracles; _ they 
are a Demonſtration of the 
For if They had That Power, — 
exert it in another manner; and not be 
* to ſuch qwretched Shifts as Theſe are. 
_ but that, did They work mw 
igus, and Wonders; ———— 


Their Religion. Becauſe, 1ſt, According 
to Their Pribcip les (as we have ſeen) the 
Evidence of — is Nothing. 2dly. 
dare. (as we ha ve — thewn) their 
Re r 9a 
Pri es of 
are — — — 
their Miracles to be ſpurious, and coun- 
terſeit; and their very Means of con vin 
eing US, — een 


OWN Pretenfion 
Thus — Ee. W thay 
in the main, 


boaſt of. And the 

may be applied to their Legends of g 
ones. Their Legends I ſay; and other 
Hiſtories of counterfeit» Miracles, Thoſe 


— Volumes of Lying Vonder! 
Aa 2 Who 


"Who has not heard the Story of St. Winne- 
fred's Head cut off, and ſet on again? or 
of St. Dennis, carrying his Head under 
his Arm for ſo many Leagues together? 
How the Virgin Marys Chamber travelled 

| through the Air from Nazareth to Italy, 
and at laſt fixed at Loretto, where it now 
ſtands, if Vou will believe Them; is a 
Piece of Hiſtory well known to every- bo- 
dy. Theſe, and a thouſand more ſuch 
like unreaſonable Lyes, which a Ghild of 
common Senſe would laugh at, are im- 
poſed upon, and ſwallowed by, the poor 
ignorant People, and make a very great 
Part of the Popiſſi Religion. And it 
would be well, if it ſtopped Here; if the 
ridiculous Folly of Them were All: Bur, 
alas! the Scandal of them is much Worſe. 
They give Occasion to the Enemies of our 
Lord — 2 3 caſt Aa bare 
{ unjuſtly) upon Chriſtianiry itſelf, 
— it 1 — of infdels, and 
Arheiſts. But They tell us They condemn 
all falſe Miracles, and idle Legends, as much 
as We do. Whom do They mean? Has 
Their Church by any public Act con- 


demned 
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demned them? It is well known that Sho 
has not; and therefore She tacitly, and 


indiretih, at leaſt, e LA and ene 


courages them. 


Their pretended Apdandion af; Souls 


jormonted in Purgatory, or delivered from 


it, may well be mentioned under This 


. There is no ſuch Place, or State, 


ory; as I have ſhewn: and con- 


as Purgat 
n all Theſe Scories dn be falſe. | 


XI. This ſuggeſts t. to our Thoughts 


tber numberleſs chilaiſh Fopperies, and 
Superſtitions. Some of them have been 
unavoidably touched upon already, as 
falling in with other Corruptions. What 
work do They make with their continual 
_ ngs upon every \ trifling Occaſion! 
their Beads, Cracifixes Sly Water, 
| Apr us Dei s, &c. With their Proceſlions 
ages, Viſiting the Shrines of Saints, 
f Kits Kiſſing, nnd. 45 Adoring their Reliques| 


Idolatrous: But admitting it were not, it 
is certainly very Fooliſß; and has been 
5 Bes as ſuch by Eraſinus, 


One 


This Laſt I have alr ſhewn to be 


— - a 


8 — — 
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one of Their own Writers. What Proof 
have They that the Reliques are real, and 
genuine, or ever belonged to the Saints 
whoſe Reliques they are called > None 
at all: So far from it, that in many 
Inſtances there is Demonſtration to the 
Contrary. Becauſe the ſame are averred 
to be ſhewn in ſeveral diſtant Parts of 
the World; and therefore cannot All 
be true. If all the Pieces of Wood 
which are ſaid to be Parts of the Croſs, 
be really ſuch ; of how much Wood, 
think We, muſt the Croſs have conſiſted 
The Virgin s Milk, no doubt, may by 
Miracle continue for ſo many Ages. But 
how comes it to be in ſuch Quantities ? 
Why, it cannot be at all; The Thing is 
impoſſible. And yet how are Theſe Con- 
tradictions ſwallowed by the miſerably do- 
luded People { 10381: tr) eee 
The inſipportable Number of their ſus 
perfluous Ceremonies is here again to be 
conſidered; as alſo the various Geſticula- 
tions of the Prieſt in ing divine 
Service; together with the exceſſive Or- 


naments, Paintings, Gildings, and Tat 


like gaudy Decorations of their Churches, 
Altars, &c. All which, put together, 
make their Religious Worſhip look more 
like a Theatrical Show, or Play, than 
the Worſhip of God; or at beſt, more like 
Tewiſh, not to ſay Heathen, Devotion, 
than Chriſtian. To give one Inſtance 
our of a hundred; Their Office of Baptiſim 
conſiſts of ſo many fantaſtical Whimfies, 
that it would take up a whole Diſcourſe to 
give you an Account of it at large Xx. The 
Prieſt breathes three times the Infant's 
Face; and if rein abi eſſe 

exorciſes the Devil out of him: | By the 
Way, their Exorciſms might well make a 
diſtinct Article; bur I have not Time. 

Then he croſſes both his Forehead, 
his Breaſt : Then comes the Benediction 
of Salt, with a moſt idle, and prophane 
Prayer, and nine different Croflings. The 
Salt is put into the Infant's Mouth, with 
This impious Saying ; Be it thy Props. 
ables hum Life . | "Then the Do 


eo 


| | | | 1: V Ive 
* * Ritndle Romanum. Antwerp, Anno 1617. 
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184 T heir Childiſb Fopperies ; Part II. 
is exorciſed again; and the Infant again 
croſſed on the Forehead. Then the Prieſt 
puts part of his Robe upon the Infant, 
and brings him within the Church; for 
hitherto he has been without. Another 
Exorciſing of the Devil follows; and 
what comes next is ſa ridiculous, and fil- 
thy, that tis not fit to be mentioned in 
a Church K. After This; the Child is 
anointed with the holy Oyl, on the Breaſt, 
and betwixt the Shoulders, in the Figure 
of a Croſs again. At laſt (for as yet there 
has been nothing of it) Baptiſm itſelf. ert- 
ſues. Now comes the Chriſm; with 
which the Infant is anointed upon the 
Crown of his Head, in the Figure of a 
Croſs again; A white Linnen Cloth is put 
upon his Head; and, a Lighted Candle 
into His, or his Godfather s, Hand. This 
Stuff, and a deal more, makes up their 
Office - of Baptiſm. And the ſame, in 
effect, may be ſaid of all their other Of- 
fices. For God's fake, is This Chriſtia- 


—  —— 


"— 


ec takes Spittle from his Mouth, and touches 
the Infant's Noſtrils and Ears with it. 0 
2 nity ? 
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nity? Let all Things (ſays St. Pam) be 
done decently, and in order; and in anos 

ther Place, Let all T hings be done ti edi»: 

Hing. What Decency can there be in all 
I heſe Fooleries, which every Man, Wo- 

man, or Child, at the Age of any Thing 
like Diſcretion, muſt nauſeate, and abhor ? 
What Edification in ſtaring, and being 
amazed, and underſtanding nothing ? The 
ſame, as to the main, may be ſaid of all 
their Divine Service. Their People indeed. 
are devout, as tis called: Bur how? and 
to what ? They have ſo much Ceremony; 


that there is no Room left for real Devo» 


tion. There is much Bowing, Croſſing, 
Kneeling, c. but ſtill tis all Outſide © 
For Theit very Devotion, ſuch as it is, 
deſtroys inward Piety 5 The Soul being 
ſo taken up with the outtward Objefts of 
the Senſes, and governing the Motions'of - 
the Body ; that it cannot attend, as it ought, 
i the ſpiritual Monſbip of the Ing 
eing. | . 
As Superſtition mainly conſiſts in mak» 
mo That nlawful on the one Hand, or 


Neceſſary on the Other, which Goc has 
Da 
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left Indiſſerent; To this Head may be 
reduced their Diſtinction of Meats, 
as in T hemſeſves Holy or Leſs holy; 
and their Touch not, Taſte not, Handle 
not: Col. it. 21. For their Doctrine, 
and Practiſe in This Particular, is exactly 
the ſame with That of Thoſe whom the 
Apoſtle condemns in the Text referred to. 
Niere likewiſe is to be mentioned their 
Conſecration of almoſt every Thing you 
can name; as Water, Salt, Oil, Candles, 
Books, Bells, &c. then placing the great- 
eſt Vertue, and Efficacy in them, calling 
them Means of Grace, and affirming 
that they are inſtrumental to Salvation. 
Holy Mater is applied not only to Men, 
but to Cattle; and even to Honſes, and 
Goods; For, it ſeems, it drives away Ver- 
min, and Diſeaſes, as well as the Dewil: 
By the Ringing of their Bells too (if Vou 
will take Their Word) Tempeſts are ap- 
peaſed, and Demons chaſed away. © 
And in Caſe of any warlike Expedition, 
or other important Enterprize, eſpecially 7 
upon a Religious Account; great, no 
doubt, muſt be the Sanctity, and Ener ? 
I. * | TD Yi9Y 6 
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of conſecrated Sawords, Guns, Banners, 

and fo forth. May We Hereticks preſume 
to ask; Whether the Gunpowder, which 

was to have blown up our King, and his 
two Houſes of Parliament, was not con- 
ſerrated likewiſe 2 © BF” 0 
lt may poſlibly be asked, by way of 
Alleviation; Admitting all This to be 
fooliſh, What great Harm is there in it? 
L anſwer ; iſt. It is partly Will-worſhip, 
cenſured” by St. Pan: Col. ii. 23. i. e. 
Such a Worſhip, as is not preſcribed by 
God; but invented by the mere arbitrary 
Will and Pleaſure of Men, and impoſed 
upon Others, as in and of itſelf neceſſary, 
and 5 an — Excellence, and Holi- 
neſs *: Partly Jenviſh; partly Heat heniſb; 
partly a Pitng Wh Magica /; all 
over Superſtitious; all over contrary to 
Chriſtianity : The Spirit of which is inẽ 
Piety, and which,” even in Divine Wor- 
ſhip, requires | no mote Ceremony, and 

9113 na ee $I? ona 
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*I n ſenſible that à quite different Interpre+ 
tation. 1s put upon the Word Will Wor ſbip, BeAc- 
Sproxciz : But F chulEThis as the Bft. 
* B b 2 outward 
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outaward' Ornament, than tends to De- 
cency, and Edification, to the Honour of 
God, and true Religion. 2dly,, Suppoſe 
Theſe, Which I have named under 7 his, 
and other Heads, with a Multirude more 
of their Externals, and foppiſh Formali- 
ties, be, conſidered barely as fooliſh, and 
abſurd ; Is not T bat bad enough? Is it 
not extremely wieked to make Religion 
conſiſt in Neſt and , Folly? Is T hat 
Chriſtianity, which Every-body, of com- 
mon Reaſon, every Child, mult laugh at? 
Or does Chriſtianity take away the Uſe of 
Common Reaſon? It does indeed, if we 
will believe the Nomaniſts; ſo much is 
Chriſtianity obliged. to Them. But We 
will not ſuffer our holy Religion, and its 
bleſſed Author, to be ſo ſendered and 
-abuſed, without vindicating Both. This 
which We. have been conſidering, is Por, 
bery; which tends to make us 225 and 
Changelings.on che one Hand, as well as 
debauebed, and profligate on the Scher 


But it is not Chriſtianity; nor 7 
like it. That is à manly, and rational, 
a well as heavenly, Iuſtitution ; tending 
Done ed fd co 


ſtitious: Yer how. profane is it, at the 
| ſame Time, to proſtitute the Office of 


e ,,, , hes 8 
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to make us truly Viſe in all reſpects, as 
well as wiſe unto Salvation. 2 
Sußperſtition, and Prophaneneſs are gene- 
rally taken for contrary Extremes; and 
yet Popery has ſo managed the matter, as 
to unite them in one and the ſame Action. 
It does ſo in moſt of the Actions I have 
mentioned under This Head : I will in- 
ſtance in one, Which may explain my 
Meaning in the reſt. To place ſo wc. 
Religion, or any at all, in ſuch Con- 
ſecrations, as I named, is highly ſuper= 


Conſeeration, ſpmetimes to ſuch foolyſb, 
and ſometimes to ſuch wicked Purpoſes! 


notice of one more Corruption in the Po- 
piſh Religion, which alone (if there were 


no other) is enough to prove any Reli- 
gion falſe : And That is Perſecution; or 


ropagating Religion by Force f Arms, 


by Blood, and Murder. That They 


have often made Uſe of Fire and Swotd 


$9 extirpate what They call Hereſy and 


| extend 
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extend the Dominions of Their Church, 
is plain Fact; and cannot be denied by 
AY; who (to omit a Multitude of other 
nſtances) have ever heard of the Maſſacre 
at Paris, or the Burnings here in Eng- 
land. Need I prove that This is contrary 
to the Goſpel? Or can it be unknown to 
any one who has ever read the New Te- 
ſtament ? Did Teſus Chriſt ſhed his Blood 
co eſtabliſh a Religion which ſhould. oy 
_ propagated by ' ſhedding the Blood of 
Others, for whom too he ſhed his own ? 
This is the FO for Heathens, and Mas. 
hometans, to ſpread and maintain their 
Religion; but not for Chriſtians. Perſe= 
cutzon, tis true, is the Badge of Chriſta- 
nity ; bur 'tis in the Paſſive Senſe, not. in 
che Active: Our Saviour often tells his 
Diſciples, that They ſhould” fafer, it, hut 
never that They ſhould infi# it. Nay, 
every Page of his Golpel breathes # quite 
contrary Spirit. But 2 lays it down 
upon Principle, that Hereticłs are t6 be 


burnt ; And what Practiſe has followed 
upon it, I have already hinted. Upon 
This Account therefore, as well as a thou- 


ſand 
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fand Others, Popery Is directly Ami. 


chri 2 

Is it not as eaſy for Us to call Th bem 
Hereticks, as it is for Them to call Ls ſo? 
As They then here in England for- 
merly bag People for being Proteſtants; : 
ſo ſuppoſe We ould Now burn 7 bem 
for being Papiſts : Would They fay, We 
were very good Chriſtians for it? Bur 
whatever They ſay, or do; They are very 
ſafe as to That: We have wot ſo learnt 
C brift ; and would not take away the 
Life of one ſingle Papiſt, merely for being 
ſuch, though by ſo doing we could 
bf read our own moſt holy Religion over 
the Face of the whole Earth : Becauſe That 
very Religion forbids ſuch a Practiſe ; and 
further teaches, that We muſt not do Evil, 
that Good may come. | 
We are, however, fo far obliged + to our 
Romiſh Adverlaries, that They have fur- 
niſhed us with one very good Argument 
for the Confirmation of our Religion; | 94 

mean the Tae of Martyrs. We 
have not, indeed, put them into our Cue 


949 0 


Jengars but, notwithſtanding, That, our 
Martyrs 


n — = 
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Martyrs will, ar any Time, be an Over- 
Match for Their Saints, and their Mira- 
cles too. Chriſtianity itſelf was atteſted 
by the Blood of its Profeſſors; and ſo was 
the Reformation. Let the Heathen receive 
our due Acknowledgments for the One, 
and the Papifts for the Other. What 
Martyts have T hey to ſhew ? I never heard 
of Any, bur Garnet, and Fawkes, and 
ſuch like: But to dic out of Zeal even 
for the true Religion, will not make 
a Martyr ; unleſs it be in the Way which 
Thar Religion has preſcribed : Much leſs, 
if it be for the greateſt Villanies, which 
are of all Things moſt directly contrary 
to it. But ſuch a Child of this World, as 
Popery, is ill turned for truly Chriſtian 
Suffering; It ſtrongly inclines its Partiſans 
to make Martyrs ; but not in the leaſt to 
be ſo. 3 1 
Now we are upon the Subject of Tor- 
zures; tis impolſifile to forget That Depth 


of Satan, the Inquiſition. For Satanical 
it is, by the Conjunction of Three Qua- 
liries; indefatigable Diligence, profound 
Subtilty, and inhuman Cruety. Some of 
Fa, __ 


Piat Il. Ober Cen, ec. agg 

its Myſteries have been diſcovered to u 
Enough to ſhew that the. Whole is a" A. 
Rory of 8 quity : and that Popery is r. 
ther a Scheme of Mar bia dellian Politics; 
than any Part we — n 
Dis Oni ident eee 93 
hae Thas conſideted dome of tl 
moſt material s of the RamiſÞ. 
Church, and Religion: I fay; Some; be- 
ing very ſenſible that 1 — labs 
Such as the Hypocriſy of Some of them id 


pretending to exemplary Poverty and Mot- 
—.— _— tis eee That 
88 o pretendinꝑ, roll in Wealth, 


Luxury; Merlene vga: 
luptious Faſts; Theit making 


"Abſtinence 


conſiſt not in Po Quantity, but in che 
2 or Nature, of our Diet; Their 
un ; The Homilies, and unchafte Caſu- 


eir 1 je * 2 


Relerv 
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nal; Their thundering out ee 


and Sale # and damning all Mankind exe 
* Themſelves, upon eve crifling Oe | 
calion ; Their abominable ories 2 . — 


n r Favours, 


194 Other Corruptions\\() Pan Il. 
r and Hondneſſes ſtieun by the 

in Mary to. certain Monks, and other 
— ons, to whom ſhe. ax peareds Things 
not to be named in This cred Place, nor, 
indeed; ſcarce any where elſe; nor ſo * 
as to be thought = without Horrour, and 
Aſtoniſſunent, Bluſhing, and Confuſion * 
— Ans 2 


iet fulſome, yea; how — Joaibſonie 
to us, are the Tales of Thoſe who have had the 
Aſſurance to tell. us of the amorous Addreſles'0f 
the bleed Virgin, to certain Perſons her devout 
Worſhip ppers; chuſing them for her 'Husbands; 
beſtowing her Kiſſes liberally upon them, giving 
them her Breaſts to ſuck, and. preſenting] them 
wich Bracelets, and Rings of her Hair, as Love- 
Tokens? The Fables of the Jeuiſſ Talmud, yea, 
of Mahomet, may fcem'grave, ſeriotts, and 8. 
Hiftories, compated to Theſe; and other ſuch like 
impudent Eidtians: i Biſpop Bull's Sermons. Vol. I. 
P. 1732 Much more, and much worſe, of This 
execrable Stuff may. be ſeen, with the. Authors 
otcd, in a Book cntituled, I Manual; or Three 
* and plain Treatiſes, &c. Written" for the 
provate Uſe of a m ne 
From ie Danger af Papery. moſt R 
rend Father in God, John Lord Archbiſhop f 
8 Landen: Priel for . Garret 1672. 
— Patt, n inn, 
* 2424 GS 2126 1 Any 


deo | 2 5 "This ( 


part Ill! f \Poperyh\ts 195 
Their making the m God upon 
Farth ; and affirming,; * that 115 He 
dee dene the Practiſe of. Fits; 
nd forbid Vertue, the Church were 
Algen to believe Vice to be good, aud Ver- 
tus to ho mie bed: And Fichat; if He were 
fo avicked' as 0 caryy- quit him innumera- 
ue Peuple in Tioops to: Hell, to be-wwith 

elf for ever- tormented; 5 -yet no Mortal 
whatſoever - ume to repruut his 
Falles de 5 be. A Fudge" 'of Al, ni 
e be judged by None. ; T0 iT 

Iu yslnyu eee toms T wds 
91K 7 Whole then; 1 inte may 
| juſtly reſume the Propoſition laid dowh 
in the Introduction, as now fully proved; 

viz. That Popery is, is, from che the Beginning 


to the End, nothing but one — 4p 
ttadiction t the Chriſtian ; Religion; 

Contradiction 0 it; and a moſt 1 
Adulteration ir z and char Ie are nei- 
ther Hereticks, nor Schiſmaticks q but 
_—_ are. Boch. bay, They are Hades 


*. e an 3 2 = 
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196 Papiſty botÞCHereticks, Part II. 
ticks; for what is Hereſy, if This 
which am going to mention be Not? 
Wich the utmoſt Obſtinacy, and Inſolence, 
They maintain very many Doctrines (as I 
have ſhewn) contrary to Scriptute, and the 
Senſe of the univerſal primitive — 
and utterly deſtructive of Chriſtianity. 
We are no Hereticks ; becauſe we 4 
N ut ain is agreeable to Scri 
— 2 — we Ke. | 
ticks in refuſing to hold Communion with 
Them; becauſe: (as I have fully proved) 
their Teams of Communion are unlawful. 
They are Schiſmaricks, in 3 Thoſe 
-A and ſo making che Separation 
We may obſerve too, that the 
— here in England: held Commus» 
nion with Us, 2 Years after the 
Reformation; till the Pope, by his Bull, 
commanded. hi to — in us: $0 
That, upon more Accounts than One, the 
Schiſm is Theirs, not Ours, From all 
which, it follows, that (as I likewiſe faid 
in the Beginning) though we {hall nor, 
as They do Us, fend them all directly to 


8 ug deny the Poſſibility of Salya- 
| tion 
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tion to every one of Their Communion z 
yet We, not They, have the true genuine 
Chriſtianity : We are in the plain, ſafe 
Way; and They, without the extremeſt 
Peril of their Souls, cannot continue in 


Theirs. 


POPERY 


3 2 PET. m. 17. 3 
* there ore Beloved, pe ye * 
' The ; Things before; beqware kf Te 
_ alfo, being 75 away by the Errour « 

- tbe N 45/1 Ri from. yo ur on Ste — 


fare. 1 * 5 £ 2 1 
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5 OTH delete Bech, 
and particular Corruptions of 
che Romy Church, being Now 
— conſidered ; ; Tſhall, in This laſt 
Pan, take notice of let cunning 8 raftine 
by which her Emiſſaries He in 5 Wa 1% le- 
ceite; or _ of their  ſophiſtical Arts, 
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ot yet mentioned, by which they endea- 


\ 


= 


your to dude Thoſe of our Communion, 


1 
and 


- briefly- detect; adding ſuch other 
Obſervations, Rules, and Directions, 1 
upon the Whole ſhall ſeem proper. 7 
Heere Babe to e's I No | peak, 
ſeeing Te know T heſe T hings Before, I 
mean the Corruptions of Rome, Which I 
have already repreſented to You; beware 
teft Te alfo, being LED AWAY ty 
the Errour of the Wicked, the Popifh 
Emiſſaries, fall from pour own Stedf [- 
ue 1 ALY E771 ths . 
he firſt Obſeryable is f geſted to us 
by the very Laſt Words of _ Foregoin 
Part: In which I ſaid, We ate in the fa: 
Way, and They in extreme Danger. This, 
I fay, puts us in mind of their famous 
ugument; by which They endevGiir 
to deceive. our ea Ones; (and They 


- 
* 


muſt be very weak indeed, who are de- 


ceived by it:) vz. That ſince we allow 
the. Poffbslity. of Salvation to T hem, and 
Tbey deny it to Us; it follows, that 
T heirs is the ſafer Side, and therefore 
Hy 15 bd | ought 
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ought to be choſen. - I have * elſewhere 
piven an Anſwer to This, from Archbi- 

op Tillotſon; as He; before me, had 
it from Archbiſhop Laud : by which 
Laſt-mentioned, indeed, it is rather ſet in 
a fuller, and clearer Light; excepting that 
the Other has extremely well uſtzared 


the Caſe by the ingenious Compariſon be- 
tween a modeſt, skilful, learned Phyſſcian, 


and an impudent, ignorant, illiterate 
Mountebank. I refer you to them Both, 
as alſo to the ſhort Abridgment which I 
have given of their Anſwer; and defire 
every reaſonable Perſon to ask Himſelf, 
whether ever he ſaw any wretched Sophi- 
ſtry more ſubſtantially expoſed 2 I only 
add in a Word here. (though even That 
is Anſwer ſufficient) that the Argument 
turns againſt Thoſe by whom it is brought ; 


ſince it ſhews that they have no A roin t 


Without which, no Perſon, and conſe- 

quently no Number of Perſons, no Con- 
egation, or Church, can be truly Chti- 
ian. 1 Cor. xi. throughout. 

— — R—_— 
* Preſervat. Vol, II. P 21, Gr. 
+ Againſt Fiſher. P. *. Sc. 
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Ihey fay We are All damned : Dges 
it ther fore follow, that We are ſo? Eſpe- 
cially when We have not only ſaid, but 
proved, that We are in the right Way. to 
Heaven; and They in the qirect Road 
ro Hell, though tis barely paſible that 
God may ſnatch them from, the Jaws of 
Deſtruction. For let it be as carefully 
conſidered, as They carefully labour to 
conceal. it, that, though We will not, 6 
They do, invade God's Prerogatiue; ; Wd. 
peremptorily pronounce People abſo/ntely, 
and certainly damned, but leave even the 
worſt of Men to their own, Maſter, if 
whom they muſt ſtand, or fall; yer. of 
Thoſe who knowingly, and wilfully con- 
tinue in the Corruptions of the Rona 
Church, or, who having the Means of 
Conviction, wiltully reject them, or ſhut 
their Eyes againſt them, We cannot ſay that 
according to the revealed Will of God, 
as ſet forth in holy Scripture, it is ſo much 
Whether there be any Reſerve, of unco- 
vindihed Metey, God only knows, by 
Thar Man is more than mad, who de- 
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ends upon it. As for Thoſe who, being 
tought up in invincible Ignorance, have 

no Opportunity of knowing better, and 

live good Lives according to the beſt of 
their Knowledge; We ſay the ſame. of 

Them, as of all Other well- meaning Per- 
ſons, who are in Darkneſs and Error; 
viz. That notwithſtanding their Sincerity, 
they are in Darkneſs, and Error, and in 
Sin too: but leave them to be diſpoſed 
of by a merciful God, who, no doubt, 
will have Mercy upon them. T5 
If Matters be put upon Thar Foot, the 
ſafer Side; We have (as I obſerved upon 
another Occaſion) evidently the Advane 
tage over our Popiſh Adverſaries in many 
Reſpects. For Inſtance : It cannot be 
alleged, that the Adoration of Images, 
and Reliques, Saints, and Angels, is com- 

manded in Scripture, or 9298 neceſſary * 
Nor do They themſelves pretend it is. 
On the other Hand, ir ſeems at leaſt (for 
ſurely the Firſt, and Second Command» 
ments look ſomething LIKE. it) to be 

forbidden in Scripture, to be unlawful, and 
idolatrous ; Therefore (to put it at the 

3” 1 Dd 2 loweſt 
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loweſt, for we have proved much more) 
it is the ſafeſt way not to adore them; 
but to confine ourſelves to the Worſhip 
of God alone; which alone is plainly, and 
expreſly commanded. + 

As little to the Purpoſe, js their object- 
ing to us the many Sects, and Diviſions 
among Proteſtants. For, iſt. This Argu- 
ment, if it proved any thing at all, would 
be as ſtrong againſt Chriſtianity, as againſt 
Proteſtantiſm : Nay, a great Jeal ſtronger, 
And, 2dly. (which is a Point T hey have 
more at Heart) it would be as ſtrong 
againſt Popery : There being as many 
Sects among T hem, as among Us. To be 
_ little particular; When They talk of ſo 

many Differences among Us ; what do 
They mean by Us? We of the Church 
of England (it is to be hoped) agree 
tolerably well among Ourſelves ; The 
Romaniſis can ſay no more of Themſelves: 
And (to ſpeak the Truth) there is no great 
ent, or Diſcovery in Either; ſup- 
Both to be true: For it amounts 


poſing 


to no more than This, that They who 
are agreed, are agreed. If we are told of 
our 
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our Schiſmaticks ; the Reply is ready: 
There were Schiſms in the primitive Times, 
long before Popery, and conſequently 
much longer before Proteſtantiſm, (as ſuch) 
was in Being; Vet That was never urged 
againſt any National Church, any more 
chan againſt the Church in general: Nor 
is there the leaſt Appearance of Reaſon 
for any ſuch Objection. 
As for Diviſions in Doctrine, there are 
at leaſt as many among Papiſts, as among 
all Denominations of Proteſtants put to- 
gether. As there are Anglicans, Calui- 
niſts, Lutherans, on the one Hand; ſo 
there are Dominicans, Franciſcans, Fanſe- 
niſts, Jeſuits, Italian Papiſts, and Gallican 
Roman Catholicks, on the other. Among 
whom there are as fierce Diſputes about 
the immaculate Conception ke Bleſſed 
Virgin, Free Grace, and Free Will, che 
Pope's Supremacy, and Infallibility, as 
there are among Proteſtants, upon any 
Point whatſoever. Nor is Enthuſtaſm, 
or Fanaticiſm, a Stranger to Popery : Of 
-which the Quietiſts, Bourignoniſts, and 


Others 


7 
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chers of the myſtick May, can give abun- 
dant Teſtimony. bt u A 917 9101 
Even about Church-Government, They 
have; yery hot Diſputes : For certainly the 
Pope's Supremacy is a Point relating to 
ae J hiv | 1000 
If They object, that ſeveral pretended 
Proteſtant Churches have not Fpiſcopacy's 
I anſwer, 1ſt, That is nothing to Us; 
who have. it. 2dly, T heir being wrong 
in Government, is no Argument that the 
Papiſts are right in Doctrine, and Pra- 
dtiſe: And we have proved that the Lat- 
ter are perniciouſly erroneous in Both; 
inſomuch that, notwithſtanding their re- 
raining, Epiſcopacy, we cannot lawfully 
communicate with them. zdly. Though 
it were greatly to be wiſhed that Thoſe 
Churches had retained Epiſcopacy; yet 
They did ae ll in throwing off the Cor- 


ruptions of Popery ; and are Right in 
Vocirine, though not in their Miniſtry: 
as the Papiſts, on the other Hand, are 
Right in the r Miniſtry, though not in 
Doctrine. Athly. Even T his Defett in 
Thoſe | Churches Was occafroned . by the [ 
* Cor- 
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Corruptious ofthe Romiſh Church; There 
fore the Romaniſts have little Renſon to 
triumph and glory in ua ds HA 
Ihe ſame, in effect; may be ſaid to 
the Reproaches with which we are loaded 
upon the Account of the wicked Principles 
lately propagated among us, deſtructive 
of Chureh- Authority, of Faith, and a 
good Life, of Chriſtianity, and of all Re- 
ligion. This indeed is Matter of Reproach 
and Scandal; but after all, it is no juſt 
Reflection upon our Religion, nor any 
Argument for 7 heirs : Nor does it in the 
leaſt follow, that becauſe we ought not 
to be Atheiſts, therefore we ought to be 
Papiſts. The Truth is, Popery and 
Infidelity mutually promote each other's 
Intereſts : Popery trends to Infidelity” by 
caſting ſo great a Scandal upon Chriſtia 
nity, as we have ſeen in many Inſtances; 
and Infidelity tends to Popery, by caſting 
ſo great a Scandal upon the Reformation, 
— furniſhing the Papiſts With Argurtents 
(though very weak ones) againſt it. 01 
We acknowledge then, we have dome 
(though! after all, but very ſeν / Who de- 


pag” ©. If 


- "9h *. | 
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cry Church-Authority, and Some who 


decry Chriſtianity itlell. We acknow- 
ledge This; We lament and deplore it; 
We labour to prevent the ill Conlequences 
of it. We —— and expoſe the abſurd 
and wicked Reaſonings of Theſe wretched 
Writers: And ſhould puniſh them, were 
our Church-Diſcipline in full Force; in 
which we confeſs, with Shame, the Ro- 
maniſts have the Advantage over us. The 
too great Relaxation of That is a Cor- 
ruption, which has inſenſibly crept in u 

us; as the Corruptions of Popery ad in 
Times paſt: And We truſt in God we 
ſhall one Day reform This, as we did 
Thoſe. Even Now, it muſt be conſi- 
dered that This is a negative Corruption; 
an Omiſſion only; a Matter of Faf, not 
of Principle: For our Church has Laas 
enough againſt Hereſy, and Infidelity; 
though they are not executed as they ought 
to be. In the mean Time, as I faid, 
' why' mult a very fey Infidels, and Here- 
ticks in our Nation reflect upon the main 
Body of it, which abhors their Principles? 
Did our Religion give any Countenance 


ro 
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ro them; the Reflection would be juſt: 
But the Contrary is moſt evident; and 
our Adverſaries of Rome very well know: 
it: Though, to deceive our weak People 
they make Uſe of This in vidious Reaſon- 
ing, which They know in their o.π]an Con- 


ſciences to be dleſs and ſophiſtical. 1 
But ſuppoſe our Diviſions, and the ac- 


cidental Corruptions (for they are no other- 
wiſe) of Some among us, were ten Times 
more than they are; That is no Reaſon 
why We ſhould quit a Religion which is 


in itſelf true, and pure, and embrate, one 


which is in itſelf falſe; and abominable.. 
Imagine a certain Number of Perſons in 
a Family, where the moſt aubolſome Tao 

is always fer before them: One of them 
rejects That, and chuſes to feed upon 
Poyſon; Ought the Reſt therefore to ahan- 
don T hat Family, and betake themſelves 
to Another, in which the Food, is all 


Poyſoned? een neee 
As for the Tnfallibility, either of the 


Pope, or Church of Rome, upon which 

They invite us to repoſe ourſelves, in ot 

der to heal all our Diviſions;. I have 
Pd! 4 E e {hewn 
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ſhewn that there neither is, nor can be 
any ſuch Infallibility; and chat They have 
at leaſt as many Diviſions as We. | 
Beſides; Is —— no ſuch Creature, as 
4 Man who is a pr — oe and yer 
a Feal Infidel? ko thou 

Member of the Romas Catbolick — 
as tis called; yet makes it plain enough 
by his Writings, or Converſation, or Both, 
that he is, in truth, of ub Religion ar all ? 
F appeal to the Experience of Travellers, 
whether they have not met with — in 
Pupiſh Countries, eſpecially in Ialy: * 
and to Thoſe who are acquainted with 
the State of Things here, whether there be 
not Such in our own. | 
How much Religion bad Machiavl, 


wen Borgia, and Thar * . ad, 


A 2 » 


K. 18 


50 * 1 5 indeed we are ſure that the Wits of 
Italy, where Theſe abominable Deceits I about 
the Virgin Mary] have been, and are, chiefly. coun- 
renanced, were the firſt Broachers 0d Patrons of 
Infidelity, and Atheiſm in Europe; ſince the 
Time that Chriſtianity obtained i | it! Bull's 
Serinons, 1 4d p. * | 


+ f VF 8:4 


ed! 2 4 How 
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greatly have awe gdined by 7 bis La- 
be of Tf — in | 
rt ʒ the Iſſue — che * Matter 
is 1 The Wickednelſs of its Profeſſors, 
barely and nakedly conſidered, is no Ar- 
2 amy Religion: But a Re- 
ion, and the Principles and Practiſe of 
its Profeſſors, being conſidered in Conjun- 
dtion with each — if the Religion has 
in itſelf a Tendency to Wickedneſs, the 
Wickedneſs of its Profe ſors is a freſh Ar- 
gument againſt it, and greatly ſtrengthens = 


— 


dency to the Contrary; the Wickedneſs 
of its Profeſſors, whether in Principles, or 
Practiſe, or Both, is no manner of Ar- 
ent againſt it: This Latter is our 
Caſe ; The Former belongs to our Ph 
Adverſaries. For (as I have fully ſhewn 
in many Inſtances) P itſel — to 
make — of — e of 
Others, and Reprobates of All. 

It is indeed entirely calculated for the 


| Gratfiation. of Lt, Covetoyſneſ, and 
7 12 Ambi- 


— — ——— 


* 19 


+ — nobis er 17 4 Chriſt Fabula. 


the other. I in icſelf it has u dect Ten- 5 
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Ambition; for the Wealth and Poxwer of 


the Pope and his Creatures; the Enflaving 
of the other Clergy, and the: Laity; and 
the eternal Perdition of All. It is a mere 
Scheme of Worldly Politicks, carried on 
under the Prerexr of Religion; Which is 
no farther made Uſe of, than as it is ſub- 
ſervient to Temporal Views, and Intereſts. 
This is the Wiſdom of Popery; a Wiſdom 


which "deſcendeth not from above; hut is 


earthly, ual, deviliſh. » { 
A — ure Bey of the Court of 
Rome, - the Conclave of Cardinals, the 
Italian Biſhops, and the Order of Feſuits 
in all Countries, is well known to the 
World: And we are very ready to yield 
them the Precedency in That Wiſdom; 
the profound Wickedneſs of it being well 
known likewiſe. 23 / 
But the Unchreftian Policy of Popery in 
eneral is ſeen in nothing more, than its 
5 3 ſo contrived, as to flatter the Lufts, 
and vicious Inchnations of Men. Hence 
it is, that as the Weak, and Superſtitions 
on the one Hand, ſo the Wicked and 
Debauched on the other, are moſt eaſily 


* 
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perſuaded to turn Fapiſts. Even Men 
of good Undorſtandingꝭ, though they 
can never bring their Reaſon to approve 
of T hat Religion, or digeſt its groſs Ab» 
furdities, may yet heartily 15 it true, 
and ſo embrace it at a Venture, becauſe 
it is ſo very indulgent, and becauſe by 
| — it, — chink they may have 
| ſome C hance-tor their Salvation, though a 
very avretehed one: As they have K 
been avicked, and intend ſtill to continue 
— Chri ſtianiiy gives them u Hope; but 
Popery, ſuppoſing what it lays to be true, 
gives them a great deal: Tis but to 
throw-theraſelves into the Arms of Thar 
Church, be Attrite for their Sins, conſeſs 
them to a Prieſt, and receive his Abſo- 
lution, and they are ſafe. Of this indeed 
they can never be thro gbly Þ erſuaded: 
Vet abo knows, ſay They * fi . 
may be ſo: 1 * no Hopes any where 
elſe; Tis but to try; And Sake quan- 
tum valere poteſt. What a miſerable 
broken Reed This is, and that tis much 
better for them to repent, and reform 
ei Lives, than Thus to change their 
* Reh- 
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Religion, or, in other Words, to turn 
good Chriſtians, than to turn Hupiſts, 
ſufficiently appears from the ho Tenour 
of what I have diſcourſed. But that in 
Fact ſuch a poor Shift as I have now ſup» 
led has been made often Uſe of, we 
ave little Reaſon to doubt. Then how 
congruous muſt it appear (and we have 
had at leaſt ane ſuch Inſtance in this Na- 
tion) for a Man; after a Life ſpent in Pro- 
faneneſs and Vice, after having blaſphemed 
God, ridiculed all Religion, and con- 
tributing to the debauching of the Na- 
tion, both in Principles, and Practiſe, 
more than any One in it, to become at 
laſt a good Catholic forſooth! that is, a 
prufligate Apoſtate, and then to talk wich 
great Gravity of his Morals, and his Con- 
ore [4 oro od e. 2 yah 
Such is the Genius, and Conſtitution, 
the Nature, and Tendency of this moſt 
Religion. And as for the Means 
and Methods by which it is ſupported; 
we have ſeen that they are, 1ſt. Weakening, 
and Undermining the Authority of the 
holy Scriptures, and denying that they are 
| ſufficient 
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ſufficient to Salvation. 2dly. Hiding the 
Scriptures, and endeavouring to Hinder 
People from reading them. zdly. Cor- 
rupting, and falſiſying the Scriptures. 
Athly. Contradicting the Scriptures, and 
teaching Doctrines directly oppoſite to them. 
5thly. Making its own. Traditions, which 
are falſe ones too, of greater Authority 
than the Scriptures. Gthly. Impoſing 
new Scriptures upon the World, or calling 
That the Word of God, which is not ſo. 
zthly. Making the Pope God upon Earth. 
8&hly. Denying People the Uſe of their 
Re . And, gthly. Of their Jenſes. 
1othly. Fraud and Treachery.  11thly. 
| Force of Arms, and Perſecution. Let 
any Man conſider the Nature, and Ten- 
dency of Popery, together with the Meaus 
by which it is maintained; and then ask 
himſelf, Whether it be not, in every Re- 
ſpect, the perfect Reverſe of Chriſtianity? 
Having now. finiſhed what I propoſed 


briefly to offer upon This Subject; I ſhall 
conclude all, by applying myſelf to diſſerent 
Sorts of Perſons, who, upon different Ac- 
counts, are concerned in it. And, To 

| 155 | „ 
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I. To the m_ Themſelves. Let 
them conſider, and ſheww themſelves Men, 
Iſaiah xlvi. 8. i. e. Make uſe of the Rea- 
fon which God has given them; and exert 
the Courage, as well as the Reaſon of 
Men, in throwing off That Toke of Bon- 
dage with which they are at preſent in- 
tangled. Let them ſhew a rational Cou- 
rage too (for it is ſhewn by Nothing more) 
in daring to be wiſe, in deſpiſing injudi- 
cious and uncharitable Cenſures, and over- 
coming That fooliſh and vicious Shame 
or Fear, which is apt to hinder Men 
from correcting their — and owning 
themſelves to have been in the Wrong. 
If They reform; They will, ! a 
by Thoſe who do not reform, be called 
damned Apoſtates and Hereticks, excom- 
municated, and curſed, and conſigned 
over to the Devil. But I have ſhewn, 
char all This is Brutum Fulmen ; and does 
no Hurt to Any but Thoſe by whom it 
is hurled at Others. Their immortal 
Souls are at Stake ; and T hat Conſidera- 
tion is ſupe riour to a thouſand Difficulties 


far 
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far greater than This. For, after all, it 
is, in Truth, a Ghry, not a Diſbonour, 
to conquer Prejudices; to contemn the 
unjuſt Reproaches of the World; and, in 
ſpight of Both, to become wiſer, and 
better. 

Their Cauſe, I acknowledge, has been 
pleaded by many great Men abroad: Men, 
whole extraordinary Parts and Learning 
we as much reverence, as we are aſtoniſhed 
that They ſhould employ Both in ſo inde- 
fenſible a Cauſe. For indefenſible it is; as 
appears even from This ſhort Sketch which 
we have here given of it. As it appears 
likewiſe even from T heir Writings ; con- 
ſidering what miſerable Shifts they are put 
to, and what prodigious Paradoxes they 
are forced to maintain. So that it is a 
Confirmation of our Cauſe, that ſo many 
extraordinary Perſons have in vain laboured 
to weaken it. All the Wit and Learning 
of the Earth, can never overthrow the 

rſt Principles of common Reaſon, or the 
Tame a our Five 2 Nor will 
a true Chriſtian ever be of That Religion 


which manifeſtly and plainly contradicts 
„ by the 
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the holy Scriptures; however he may be 
preſſed with ſophiſtical Arguments, which 
may puzzle and confound him, but can 
never ſatisfy or convince him. 

An Union has been talked of between 
Them, and Us, by Way of Compromiſe, 
or Tielding Something on both Sides. 
Were This practicable; God forbid that 
We thould be againſt it. But, alas! how 
is it to be effected? © Of all the Churches 
« (fays a late learned F French Writer) 
« who have broken the Union, That of 
« England 1s. at the leaſt Diſtance from 
* Us. She has even preſerved the greateſt 
“Part of our Uſages, and Ceremonies, & 
When he ſays Us; he means, I ſuppoſe, 
the Church of France, not the Romiſh 
ones in general. We have, indeed, a 
great Reſpect for the many learned Men 


—_— 


+ Author of a Book intituled, Ds//ertation ſur 
la Validite des Ordmations des Anglots, &c. 

* Dc toutes les Egliſes qui ont rompu 1 unite, 
celle d' Angleterre s eſt moins eloignee de Nous, 
que toutes les autres. Elle a conſerve meme la 
plupart de nos Uſages & de nos Ceremonies. 
Pref. p. 8. Edit. de Bruxelles. : 

| which 
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which That illuſtrious Nation has pro- 
duced: And it is true that We come nearer 
to Them, than to any other — 
becauſe They reject Papal Infallibility, 
and, by Fits, and Starts, at leaſt, diſown 
the Papal Supremacy. But the ingenious 

Author is miſtaken, in thinking We have | 
the greateſt Part of Their Uſages, and Ce- 
remonies: We have not the Twentieth 
Part of them; And We think the mnſuf-1 

ferable Number of their Ceremonies not 

the leaſt of their Corruptions. For the 

reſt; I know not one of the Abomina- 

tions I have been conſidering, which They | 
have rejected; They are ſtill in the Depth 
of Popery: And if there be an Union be- 5 
tween Us and Them (which God, of his 
infinite Mercy, grant!) it muſt not be by, 
at leaſt, any conſiderable Yieldance, or 
Change on both Sides, but by a Refor- 
mation on T heirs. I do not pretend to 
propoſe a Scheme for a Treaty; but for 
my own Part, I can think of nothing We 
could grant, unleſs perhaps a Patriarchate 
to the Biſhop of Rome; a feaw more inno- 


cent Ceremonies ; Extending the Uſe of the 
1:0 Ff 2 Word 
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Word Sacrament; and the Revival of 
ſome antiquated Uſages in the Church, 
But we can never digeſt Tranſubſtantia- 
tion, Communion in one Kind, Purga- 
tory, Opus operatum, The Worſhip of 
Images, Saints, and Reliques; nor, in 
ſhort, one ſingle Doctrine, or Practiſe of 
Thoſe many which I have in This Diſ- 
courſe taken Notice of, and expoſed, as 
Popiſh ; Becauſe they are all unlawful, 
and wicked : And we muſt not purchaſe 
Peace itſelf at the Expence of our Inno- 
' Cence. When therefore the ſame Author 
ſays, W E have broke the Union ; he ſpeaks 
in the uſual Language of the Romaniſts: 
But I have fully ſhewn that They, not 
He, broke the Union, and: ſtill keep the 
Breach open. While They invite us to a 
Reconciliation, and yet retain the above- 
named Corruptions; we cannot in Con- 
ſcience accept the Terms: but muſt con- 
tinue to reply in the Words of Jehu to 
Joram, as in my former Text; ¶ bat 
Peace, ſo long as the Whoredoms of thy 
Mother Jezebel, and her Witchcrafts, are 


ſo many? | 


But 
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But we are more eſpecially concerned, 
as we have a more eſpecial Right, to ad- 
moniſh Thoſe who have changed their 
Religion; deſerted Us, and gone over to 
the Church of Rome. Let Them ſeri- 
ouſly conſider what has been diſcourſed; 
and then ask Themſelves, whether they 
are very ſure that They have changed for 
the better? If They are guilty of great 
and grievous Sin, as, from what I have 
ſaid, it appears they are; Their Caſe is 
ſo much the worſe, in that They cannot 
lead the Prejudices of Education, and 
2 ant of Inſtruction: They are not only 
of a falſe Religion, but Apoſtates from u 
rue one; having lightly, and wantonly, 
A not proudly, and perverſely, forſaken 
the Fountain of living Waters, and hewed 
| them out Cifterns, broken Ciſterns, that can 
bold no Water. Jer. ii. 13. What Courſe 
then ſhould they take? What, but to do 
their firſt Works, and return to their firſt 
Love? Deſpiſing the Shame of acknow- 
ledging their Errors, or of being called 
fickle, and inconſtant; and conſidering, 
that it is never Matter of juſt Reproach to 
| be 


: 
5 


122 Addreſs to T h Part III. 
be truly Wiſe, and Religious. Some in- 
deed will reproach them; but Others will 
applaud them: All wiſe and good Men, 
Their own Conſciences, the holy Angels, 
and God himſelf, will applaud Them. 
A very corrupt Church will curſe them; 
but a moſt pure one, will, with open 
Arms, recerve, and embrace them. As 
They are, and if They continue as They 
are; their Caſe is not only dangerous, 
but little better than deſperate: Let them 
look well to it, that Death arreſt them 
not in their Apoſtaſy, and abominable Cor- 
ruptions; leſt They ſee their Folly too 
late, and in Hell lift up their Eyes. 


0 
II. To the Members of our on Church® 
Let them bleſs God that They are Mem- 
bers of it; thar They have the Happineſs 
ro be born and educated in ſo pure a 
Church and Religion. And let them 
ſhew their Gratitude for it, by ſtanding 
firm, and immoveable in it. In order to 


which, let them take Theſe Directions. 


iſt. Care- 
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iſt. Carefully inform yourſelves, re- 
member, and conſider, what Popery is; 
and hx in your Minds a true Notion of it. 
View it in the Light, in which I have 
repreſented it; For I have repreſented it 
in a very true one. This Advice is 
material: For there are Some of our Com 
munion, who, being moved with a juſt 
Indignation at the Corruptions among 
ee are ready to al a favourable 
Eye towards Rome, conſidering that Po- 
pery, bad as it is, diſcountenances Atheiſm, 
and Infidelity. And does not our Church 
the ſame? But I have already ſhewn the 
Weakneſs, and Fallacy of ſuch Reaſoning 
and only add here, that Theſe Perſons Jo 
not rightly conſider what it is to be 4 
Papiſt. Whatever accidental Corruptions 
there may be among us, our Religion is 
pure, and truly Chriſtian; T heirs molt. 
impure, and Antichriſtian : Even as to 
Perſons, and Practiſe, and Matter of Fact, 
as Bad as We are, They are a great deal 
Worle. And tis much better to have 
many grievous Diſtempers in a; City, or 
Nation; than to have them all ſavallowed 
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up in the Plague. Iis not a light I bing 
to turn Papiſt; as too many are apt to 
imagine. The Moment any Perſon be- 
comes a Roman Catholick, as tis falſely, 
and abſurdly expreſſed; he muſt anſwer 
for it at the Peril of his Soul: And how 
great That Peril is, appears from what 
has been diſcourſet. g. 
2. Be not impoſed upo the big 
Talk,” Confidence, 2 — of — 
Romiſh Party; by their thundering out 
the Words Cat holick on the one Hand, 
and Heretick on the Other; by their 
ſending You to Hel! directly, and denying 
— of your . — 1 — 
ſhewn the Weakneſs of all This. Bluſ- 
tering is not Arguing. They call Us 
Hereticks, and Schiſmaticks; and We 
probe 7 hem to be ſo. They ſay We are 
certainly damned; We prove that We are 
not; and that They are in the utmoſt; 
Danger of it. That they are ſo peremp- 
tory in denouncing the Sentence of Dam- 
nation upon Us, is a Proof of Nothing, 
but that they excel in two very 2 
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tableneſs. | 
1 efron — | 


3. Beware of cheir fy 
drawing Tou in by Degrees. Which They 
attempt to do, by denying (as. I obſeryed 
in the Beginning) that they hold ſuch, or 
ſuch Do&tines, or Practiſes which We 
charge upon them. For Inſtance :'/ They 
3 tell You, as I ſaid, that They do, not 
mas es; bur after They have 
pos — You ro Themſelves, you will 
| do worſhip Images, and, will 

make No bs elk them too; though with 
Thoſe nice Diſtinctions which I have 
above taken Notice of, and ſhewn to be 
vain and groundleſss. 
4. Never depart from what is plain, 
by being puzz/ed with what is difficult.” 

5. Be ſtrictly upon your Guard againſt 

all colluſive and ſophiſtical Arguings hat- 
ſoever; ſuch as That, for 2 which 
- — boys conſidered and anſwered; i. 
ng againſt our Religion, from the a- 

tal Corruptions of Some Who do, and 

Some wire do not profeſs it. Theſe rwo 
is Gg laſt 


Ws e % s pPüare Ill. 
kast Rules /thongh'of the greateſt Irtipor- 
tatice, I only mention Here; becauſe l 
have elſewhere enlarged upon chem in a 


the Nuure and D 
ee, ee, eſpebially in = 


an the Means to , feeure ourſokoes 
Fre being ande by it K. To Which 1 


Ter Vou. eib omidatodo lig 
6. Laſtly, The ſureſt Way to dontinue 
in che Profeſſion of your holy Religion; & 
bonſcientiouſſy ro pradfiſe it And in trath 
Wikhour' the Lat, che Other will be es 
no Pu 'Tis not our being Mem- 
bers o the pureſt Church in the World, 
that will fave our Souls; our Laves and 

Acrions muſt be pure likbwie) Whatever 
the Church of Rome does; the Church of 


Sa gland gives no ſort of Indulgence to 


2 and Wickednek, eng 508 mich 
ety + i > 2M$ AJ 
. To che Pro ee en 

he greateſ Part of 
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Det Ill. Proteſant Miſtenters. 2 
what L have juſt now ſaid to the Men- 
bens of our own Church, may, be applied 
toi Thele who ſeparat from i 
with much Difference: Theſe Latter have 
not the ſame Advantage ; and cannot 
argue with the Romaniſts | ual 
Foor/ with Us * Becauſe They are vol 

guilty of Schiſm, by their cauſeleſs 
ration from Us; 7 heſe likewiſe (a 

4 trus Nation of © wi but then 
differ widely from Thoſe among oo 
have nov; — I had Occaſion. « 
Notice of under the foregoing Diviſion. 
e br chm pra ror 

1 ah 

Bad a one (for That, upon the Whole, | 
oonſeſs, is ſcarce pollible) yet a very wrong, 
r 
0 jure our 
Church ; A ——— of That 
again do great Service to the 
Cauſe. They call Us Popiſh; becauſe 
They know not what Popery 1 is: I mean 
the Generality of them, They Þate it 
Perfect; ebe Let them 
=_ G 8 2 be 
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be wen/aus againſt it; but let That Zenl 
be — Knowledge." Which if it 
were; they would, it is to be hoped, 
eat to brand Us with che Name of Pas 

$,-for having -Forms of Prayer; and 
* ni Uſage Rt —— 
. well known to the Church of Chriſt, 
lotig before P was in the World, 
— 2 would conſider, how | much they 


ſtrengthen the Papiſts, 

— muſt * do, by leg 

ing Us among Ourſelves, and t 
in Pieces by Schiſms and Factions. Por. 
that They, not Me, are the: Hawbors-of 
our unhappy Divifons ; that their. 
ration is mol 1nj e. in 8 
pernicious in its ſequencos; 
ſhewyn in another Diſcourſe , to — 


refer them: And that the Church of Eng- 
land is che greateſt Bulwark upon Earth 

2. — therefore that by -weaken» 
ing Church of England, they ſtrengthen 
Pere, is ſo plain a Truth, that Jn? 


bi Preſerv. Val. I pie VI. W 


— 


Dart Il. Deiftsrany"Seopticks. Way 
mut ſee it, if ra would bur-open«their 
Eyes; but That, we the grand Diff 
eg eke ot b f 
-D 10 Irm 309 08 Bansin 21695 
blk Laſtly; To the Deif)-and 
or, in other Words, co Thoſe 

po. * Unbelievers, or inclined Nee 
ro //Thete- likewiſe (for the Avoiding of | 
Repetition) I refer to what I have *-elſe- 


Wbere ſaid; having ſhewn, that Corru 
tions Religion, much leſs of Thoſe w 


Freſeſs it, are no manner of Argument 


againſt it; by Conſequence, that ND 
is no 8 ink Crit 
_ that? falſe Miracles, and Myſteries, ure 


no juſt Prejudice againſt true ones. Ic 
does not Glow, that becauſe the up 

carry C hurch- Authority too high; chere. 

fore there is no ſuch Thing as Carb. 
Authority at all. Nor is it reaſonable, 
or equitable, that e, who abhon heir 
Abommations, and are of all Mankind 
their cal Ad RO" 2 "_ 


— 


„voll I. Dise II. Vol. H. Dic — 7 
Furr! T heir 
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* Us; and be abuſed, and rendered 
$ upon! Their r- AOA 


[IJ « Leary SN 25 nol. 

\To cnncbage all, May God, af his 
infivies Mercy, give a Bleſing to what 
has been endea voured upon This Subjecx: 
And to Thar End, let us earneſtly. pray 
iniche Words: of our excellent Litany; 
Jared 4b 
Tha is would pleale * to deliver 
bene and Conditions of Men, from all 
Blindneſs of Heart, from" Pride, Fain- 
2225 and Hypocriſy, fron, all falſe Do- 
Grine, Hereſy, and Schiſin; and to bring 
ito the Way "of Truth all ſuch. e 
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Deſcription of all the Palaces, N oblemens, 

d Gentlemens Seats, chief Cities and Towns of 

Trades in ProſpeRiye. In Four Volumes Folio. 
In French. | h 

Dugdale's Monaficon Au licanæ. In T ree Vo- 
hunes Folio 5 hed 
\\rVitravius Britannicus + Or, The Britiſh Archi- 
| br. In Three Volumes Folio. Ae 
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